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THE COlIISG OF THE AJfhLEKITES. 

THE'"! - sumlnirc of J l u ~ a  2nd Serl~al-the gisut 
mut:ntain; u f  Sinai- ere giitteritig in splendor 

a, the mys of t!ie retreating sun, leaping from the  
ella-111-like valieyz, nere n o r  toucl~ing only the tops 
of tire I;igfiest pealiz, and threatening soon to leave 
them a l w  to the olzcurity of niglit. 

IV311y Feiran, tile parndise of the dezert tribei, was 
not allowed the peaceful silence ~ l l i c h  prevailed in the 
slnn!!er mlieys. The masies of red rocks n-hic11 rose 
steep and iiigh above it did nct impress its inhabit- 
ants nit11 either tlie fear or  the revelence that has 
n~arlied the experience of thousands of travelers since 
tliat time, as from these deep glades they liave watched 
the up\vard creeping of the line of golden light, and 
ltave mused as the quiet shactows hare  darkened t!:eir 
camp. 

Ful ly  an hour before the shadows covered the 
6 



a company of traveler.:, consisting of men, 

Vomeu, and cl~ildren, I1nc1 entered the narrolr, rucl;? 
gaterra? of the vale, As tI~e.+e travelers p:~;-ed 

Leilveen \valls of rtwli, (,lily tl~e~it!. &et apart, fur 3 

distauce of a 1iundrt.tl feet or nlore, they poi-eJ their 
sl)earscarefully i n  their rigllt tinlicis, slid with  keen 
scrutiny surveyed tlic roc.1;~ 011 either side and a1)c)ve 
tltem, to guard against un~ltlcn 3tt:icli from I\-liate~er 
foe might be lur1;in: tilere. 

On each side of tiiis ynten-ay? the bare slid crag;? 
roclis, ~Sising higli nnd ~teejr, iron.ni~lg t1po11 tlicrn, 
formed the sharpest contr:~.:t xi ti^ tile sliyiiiig I~ills, 
clothed in  luxuriant fi,linge in the v:llley be\-ol~tl. 

Tlie travelers were n-e:iry fiorl~ tllt.ir 1o11z jil~lrney? 
and tlie vale was to tl~ern the more charnli~lg. becirl-e 
on every Iiancl it -et.nletl, by its natui.al irlxuri:~uce, to 

breathe " TVeIconie." 
I !

I Through tile n1id.t of the valley a strcarn of sn-eet, 
pure water me~.riIy ripplecf along between even. gnt5sy 
banks. Tlie sides of the v:liIey were orn:~nieiite<l by 
lofty, fi~ntastiwlly-shaped heaps of ai1nvi:l.l cleposits, 
~ h o w i n gthat at  one time this hill-surrounded valiey 
had been cr lake, and that where peace now reignect 
the storm king had dashed a101lz with fierce trend, 

until this vale hail been rent and brol;en by his pass-
ing. Then resistless floods rvaahed the soil from the 

lofty PeaIcs, and poured tlicir streugth t l ~ r o u ~ hthe 

-



open. rocky gates, leaving tliese strange forms as a, 

rt:~i;e~nlr:uuce of tile \I-orli done i n  tlie past. Tiie 
L r ~ o i in-a> -;liu(ie~lby tan~nri-lis, groups of 
gl,acefuui, loftyJ and fruitfill p:~inis, here a i ~ d  there a 
nri~Culi tree, while frorn copse and tliiciiet, from 
c!i:ub ~ ~ u c iflo~ver: tilere esilnltti  a sx-eet fingrauce, 
cu(ii :is tiie traveler hnd riot e11joyt.d f>r a l ~ n g  time. 
Froun At-f o i i a ~ e~f tlie treis and L~i.slles x o s e  tlle 

, . * .  . , 
sulii.5 (21 blrds-ijirg4s \chose b~nurr- 3allcl grace were in 
pwirct harmony n iti: the fi~linge in n-iiich they hail 
r  e  t  i 1 1 . Tiie  melody of' tile ~ongsters, t1:e 
tal!, gilc~!et'zl tre!:> 1~ tile i\.:itcr, :uid tiie L1:lcli eortlr 

. . 
c,f tile V:II!~J-! iike n p:waiii?,? - I \ - h a  con~pared ~ e e ~ ? ; e ~ i  

si:ii tlie eiltncc, tile 5:antecl andgro~cth:  t l ~ e  ti!.~-lie~s, 
tilt? g1i~:eirii:- ~t-i i i ten~ssof the desert sands over 
~ \ i ~ i c i itliey 11ncl conie. 

Aftcr riding 3 sllort disrzilce into tlre valley they 
c:inle to a ciirre i n  the brooli, selecteti a grassy plat 
sliadecl Ly tamarislis and p:iIms, xvliere tiley dis-
~nouiltecl f'rom their c:lmels and loosed them from 
tlieir burtieris. Tlle n.e:ury beasts songht a place to 
rest. Tile men pitched their tens ,  liil~dlecl tire fires, 
and attelidetl to tiieir various duties, n-hiie the tT;omen 
got ready the evenirlg nieal. As tlrey wor1:ed they 
liftecl lip their clear, slrrill voices in s c ~ g s  so lour1 that 
the hills caught the strains, and in prolo~ged eclroes 
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\rere lost amc,ll;r tile di-tatit ~.:uipe+. :ifter partaliillg 
of tile abal~tl:\nt I,rovi:io~~.s so cluitl;ly prelrared! tlley 
spread their rug- rliicl ,~ougI~ t  r?i)u.-tB. 

Tile l;:iil rtrur~le<l to .-r:i!. f11r3. lous time, 
and tiley notice(] ~ v i t l lz~:~tific'atiollrhnr iilrce they had 

left this vale 011 tlivir (le-ert esl)e<litic~n, no cil:l~iges 
llatl nff~crtd it. Every nlre :tp~)c.:ired t ~ l1)e happy in 

its baI111~-air ; but, 3.5 t l i t  11i~11tca~ne(111 rr~lji(lly. all 
were so011 in  re.stless slulnl~er, wl~iie tile glen. c~f the 
burning enlbers fitfrllly li;l~tc.cl tile ci:lrl;~le-;, n~lcl tlie 
columns of snlol;e silelltly rolletl up\vnrtl tu\val*d t l ~ e  
s t a s .  

T11e.se people Irere ;2malc~liite;, \rlio Ir:1t1 no a i ~ i t l i ~ ~ g  
Ilome? but roved \vl~erever life ofTerect tlre~ll the mo-t 

plensure, 311v:iys returliing. hoxever, to this \-ale. in 
1~11icli their fi~thers l~atl  erectctl tlre s111ctu:11.y, a ~ l d  
~rhicli  the!- called '' the Pamtli;c of the E:1rt11." S o  

~rl lere else were the t:t~li:~risl; so go~-gcor~.+:the d:itcs 
SO s~reet  and refresl~i~ig,the Irnters $0 pnre 

iorigo~*nting, the birds so gracefill and melodiou;, 
a.3 ill this delightful vale. F u r  centurirs it 11:ld 
been tlie conceit of lovers t1i:lt no where else coultl 
words of love be spol;en more tenderly, or a\rnl;en 
a qnicker response than I)elreatI~ the p:lllns of this 
valley, 1~11icl1 11-as blest by tile p1.e; -ewe and favor of 
the priests of their gods. 

This tribe n-as the aclrn~ice guard of the Amnleliite 



host. I u  3 few ~13:s all the ~vnciies in tlie nciglihorliood 
\T-oulti be filled with tile s ~ a r m i n g  tribes, au(1 they 
n-ollltl spe~~cl  and frolic. t !~e  ,sIlnimer (lay= in fen.ting 

a .:traliy: people tlje.se _I~ualeliites were ! 
Tile? were .srrc,!ig ill I ~ I I I I I ~ F . ~ ~ :  valiant ill battle, and 
yet t h e  rovecl froin lliour~tai~lto tlescrr, auil from 
tit.-ert to n-it11 their flocli~alld herds, alld ~iii~uirtuiri, 
were Ilnl3l)itst \\-tiell eligngi~ig ill sports in the moat 
secret reee-sc-s of tlie torrering I I ~ O I I I I ~ S ~ I I S .At their 
a imp  f i r e  tlie f i i ~ l l e ~ ~  i n  songs the ninny repcatecl 
tr:itlitio!ls of their trilles. The!- sung of tlie tl:iys 
nllcn -Imaleli battled on the sliorcs of tlle Persian 
Sen with tile niiglity As;!-riari;; of tile d a y  when tlie 
n~ou~~t:l ins,the pl:iiu;, 311d the valleys of tile la~i(l of 
C':in:~:~n w1.e belleat11 their sway ; of tlle celltr~ries 
vl1t.11in Egypt their fatlrers, hnving cfriven the na-
tive Eg~pti : ins beyond tlie cataracts of tlie nl~sterious 
Sile,  tl:vi.lt in ceiled Ilor~ses nt the base of the pyrn- 
niids, enjoying. the Inxl~ry  fri.cl:n wliich they had drive11 
their foes. Sun-, dwelling in tents, restricted to tlie 
de.serts and ~nonntaills, nncl privileged to see only from 
nfiir the gro~vtli of nations and cities, they recalled 
n-it11 bitter hatred the days of tile past, and ~ ~ i t l i  tliirat 
for ycngeance Ilopecl for t l~ei r  retnln. Tile valley in 
1~11ich they vere noxr eucaniped rested on the northern 
slopes of tile n1ng:tificeent mountaiu Serbal, ~vllose 
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Itt.illg iilfcriul. o ~ i l ~  t o  fhe gi:lnt of Siliai 
-a tuounraiu a &w niilcj f:irtiler ?:\st. 'file tclpll~o>t 
pe:& of scrk,:il \yx= :i :c~cee>.~iiun 11id1(;f r,.,1111iledcl,:~g~: 

fdeep, rugged r ;~ r i~ lc s  Letivcell ti~eul. -, 
R I : ~ I I!\.]lo111~ 

~~:~~ C I ) I J I I ~ ] I  to cru.5~ ti~e.<th r: ivil~~>s brave :lflJ :l;il]f~~l 
al~cl ~li l l l i j  t l ~ k  p: \ I<!  is:i? re~v:irOc~l 1):- 3 vi(:n- of :111 

. . 1 > - i 1 1 ~  ~ I I L L I ISill:ii ill i ~ j  ~ ~ I : I ~ C ~ Y I ~s K t ~ ~ c j y ~ ~ r  : ~ t  his i;.et; 
of tile \yiii te cfl:ili;-lii;e li!~ei ~ t  .-i~rluollcli~~gt l ~ e  dt.-ert 
011 tile- norill. [\I+: 1 ,111~ st::^ ,111 tile . O I I ~ I I ,  a1111the hiil.< 

1
oi ~ g y p t ,  it: [lie Ijoz!- cli-t;r~lce i)c>oucl the sen of 

reeds. 
Tile y ~ o n g  I ) I ~ I Iof tlit! Alunic1;ire. n-cn: nnrGi;ious 

to cli111b t h i 5  Iofi: ~ w ; t ~ < !  t(> ~ ; I I :  ( Y I I I I ~: ( I I \ ~  o11 r e t ~ ~ r i l i ~ ~ g  
t u  p l t . : ~ . ~  1,)- cl*:-(:rip-tlre t.itit,r+ :i~iil +t:11~1t! tile u ~ : ~ i t i c ~ ~ .  
t iot~sof tile :;\vr'~iI r:iyi11~- t11ru11~i1 1)-I1ic.11 t l~cy 11:ttl 

p:l,:sc~l> aud ill \vl~ic!l1:~yt 1 1 ~b(j11cs01' t11+>it-il<iI I I O ~ I I I -

t~iitigo:its; l j l ~ : ~ c l ~it,: OII t i ie  rocks t l ~ ~ y~ v l ~ e r e  I~:IJ 
mncle their 1:i.t Ic:~!); or of tilt: ui' di.5r:lltts l i n ~ l ) ~ ~  

. .
Egypt, where tilt. l u f ; ~  p!.r:uliicls :uicl grcit C I ~ I ~ S  

were. 
Cnt  the \~orl; ~ 3 snot qompletccl uutil tlre a(lrentrrr- 

ous climber, n-it11 the ;.ltarp 1)i~intof his I~untillg 
knife, inccribed his 11po11 tile g ~ a t ~ i t ehead of 
Seha l ,  where it aorlld rrrilain as lollg ns tile moan- 
tail1 sltouIc1 stancl.' Woe unto the goutli n.ltosc name 

lThe inscriptions on this mountain are to-day the ~ o n d e rof 
all learned trartlers. 

7 ~ .  
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or sign ~ 3 snot there to prove that he had indeed 
cli~ni,ell tile roci;, as lie bua=ted of having done! 

A, the l i ~ i i t  of  rile c~mp-file3 grew iX~inter,  and the 
d,trl,nc-3 i~icre~i-ed,the entire camp, except one tent, 
11-a- x-ra!tpe,i in slumber. I n  this tent, thnl~gllti of 
tiie nlorron pre--ed theheavily u p ~ ~ n  inmatei, and 
drove -1et.p a\\-ap. 

d m a l  \\-a$ tlie pride of the tent. The  venerable 
fat1ir.r !~olie,i to lli111 3s his s~icce=-or in tile chieftain- 
bhip of the tribe: Itis mother rejoice(] in tile d i~p lays  
of' g,~llantry ~ ~ l i i c h  had alrendy cli-tin~ilislied liim a 
a true -011 of -111laleii; hi3 sister reg,lrded liim n-ith 
hi:l~t.:t prlcle. for she tfionglit he knew not fec1r, and 
ill :ili tiie tribes ~11e acli!~o~letlgedno one a3 llii supe-
rior in  -trcngth or conmge. 

TYhen tiie morrow came Am31 rvas to venture upon 
the ascent of Serbal, there to carve his sign by the 
sitie of hi; f~~ther 's ,  of Atna- as one of the boict ~ o i i ~  
leli, or to perizh in the attempt. Hii yoritI1211 heart 
tllrobbed violently with nl~ticipation ; for his father 
had declared to him that upon his return he s11ould 
marry tlie beautiful and queenly daughter of the mnr-

lilie Jebel, who5e tent was second only to his own 
among-t tile ,imaleliite~ in ~vealth and splendor. 
Amal linew the maiden well ; 11e had played wit11 her 
in  their happy cl~ildliood. Bat his heart had never 
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approach her more than to atternpt the ascent of 

Serbal. 
Sleepless he arose, and Kent out from the tent to 

tlie grove of acacias near by. Sileuce reigned 
tllrougliout tlie alley. Tile nloori n-as a = t i r ~ ga 

ghastly light over tile scene, arid grirn, \rl~itt.-fsceti 
SerLal, with its three nliles of front, stood there, as 
if defying tlie spirit of tlie boltl and adventur-oua 
routli. But no fear entered liis heart. Tile courage 
and pride of 11is race \\-as in his 1)looJ; aud a5 11e 
gazed upo~l  the Iioge mountain he longed fur the 
hours iri \vllicl~ lie sllould nlaster its trementlou cliffs 
and y a ~ v n i ~ ~ c  ravines. G:izing s t  it for a \vl~ile, lle 
sriclde~~l!. stoopetl doiv~i, piclitd up a stone froru the 
path, and \\-it11 all llis strength hurled it ngai~i-t tlie 
face of the nloantain, in  disdain at the tliouglit of 
failure ; tlien lie turnetl, and elo~vly \\-allied to\'c.ard 
the C3n1y. 

H e  had proceeded but a sliort distance n-Len 11e 
perceived a nian standing in the path\vay. Tile sud-
denness of tlie siglit startled llim ; but fearless, lie 
advauced to\vard h i n ~ ,  saying, a3 11e approacl~ed : 
"Who art  tllou ? " Tile stranger tiireiv aside his 
mantle, and Amal ssiv the white h a r d  and the w i n -  
kled face of the yellerable priest of their tribes, n-110 
aloue of t l~eln all never left this valley of the sanc- 

tuary. Gazing for a moment upon tile Toung man, 



tlie priejt again gathered his mantle about him, and 
'* Follo\r me," turned, and sn-ifrly ascended 

a:lot1ier p3tl1, Ivliich led tlirough the thicliets along 
tlle edge of tile mountain, ulitil lie came to a small 
stone biiildi~lg, heft,:-e ~vliich he stopped, stld again 
turned toward tlie young man. 

-4lunl saw that lie llad been led to the priest's sanc-
tuary, in of xvl~icli ~ ~ a u  frc;nt tlie altar ~vlicre tlre 
sacrifices of tlieir tribes were offered. H e  had beell 
tai~glitto levere tlie priests and rlle sacrifice:, and he 
(lid liot now forget tlie rcspect clue to lijs age\] guide. 
But the l)rie?t, bidding liirll be stated on tlie luxuriant 
grass beueath a lofty palm, fixed his gaze stentlily 
11pn him, a n J  nfter n fe\v nmoments' of silence, said : 

Amal, tliou art  tlie pride of our tribes. in ~ v l i o ~ n  
n-e all td ie  de1igllt, a3 m-e see how the gods ha re  
besto\~-edupon thee heaitli, courage, and ambition. 
Ti~oi i  art fitted to lead tliy people in  tile days to come, 
and as a proof of rn!- nord,  thou wilt carve th!. s i p  
on Serbal's lofty crown I d o r e  t l ~ e  srlri again sinks i n  
the I\-estern horizon. T h y  life \{-ill be one of s t n ~ g -  
gles, for I discern a vision of blood o re r shado iv i~ i~  
tliy career ; thy sun will soon go down, but see to it 

that its course elid in glory. Thou ~v i l t  be sorely 
tempted to furiake the principles of thy fathers. I 
callnot now reveal to thee the course of thy tempts-
tions; but be thou true ! Desert 11ot AmnIek ! I n  
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manhood? as in youth, be fditllf[ri, l~rnrt., and coura- 
geous; and when dmaleli is surrountled 1113 fues, 
coullt not thy life jT.i-orth having, .-nve ns ~1111:tlt.li pre-
vails. d u d  nun.,nly sou, I i , i t l  t l~ce  krc\vejl, an11 
give r~nto  thee my blessing. al~rl the l)iez.?ing of the 
gocis. Tllou wilt never see nle again ; but f'rum the 
eternnl 11nll.s of t h e  gods I nil1 niarl; ti!) cl-lur-e, n1lc1 
be a \vinless of thy life, be it true c ~ r  iLi-e. If t i~ou  

be true, may the blessi~~gs u f  tile go(ls 1)e ever u1)on 
t11t.e; but if thou he false, nlny their cur.-cs be thy 
everiastirlg portion. Fare\vell! " 

,4111n1 Iiad pro~tr:tted iiirii.+elf upon the ;round 
before tlie priest, as he t11u; ~110lie to lliln. Kilen 
the r~-ords ceasetl, 11e 101,lit.cl u p ;  brit the prie.+t liact 
disnp1)e:rm1: :tnd Ile \1.33alone4 

\\-lint stranpe lli~etcry ~vas  hidtlen in the words of 
the minister of the ranctrlnry ! TYhy :IIUIII,I lie l)e 
toit1 of I)lood-slicdtli~~,~, tempt:~tivn, of l):ittle, ofof 
early death, ~vlien nil a1)orrt l~irll l)rtintl~e~l peace:' 
Brlt tlie priest dill not retr~rn. Ti~l ie  only \voriltl 
rereal tlie nlyatery. 

d m a l  arose and \v:~liiect tlovn into the vale ag:lin, 
to seek rest in slun~her,  1)eforc tile ds~vri -houltl cnll 
hinl to his task. I n  his sleep, Ile I,eIleicl vi2io1is of 

perils, escapes, foes, and triuniphs. I f e  a\vol;e, late, 
but strong i l l  spirit and ready for the perilotls u ~ ~ d e r -  
taking. -4fter eating a, nieal of his niother's own 
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I to C I . ~ ,  1111til. \\it11 per-piratiou tfrippillg from every 8 

L 
 pore, Ile mounted tile dizzy eunlnlit, :111(1 b01~1Iy carvetl 
. .

111s slgu. I n  tlle valley below, the people of' Ili-, tribe 
\\ere l o o l ; i ~ , ~  for I~inl. 

H:lncl ill llalld, the -i-ter of -$ma1 and the daughter 
of Jebel n-atcllecl for I~oor-, to  be the fir-t nitric;-e- of 
11i- tr iumpl~.  -It l e l ~ ~ t l ltiley n e w  re\val*lcrl; f')r 
they ran- :t niiuute, -c,lrlct -peek niovi~lg ul,on the 
lofty nllite toner. Tiley narcsl1et1 it r~litil it n:l; 10-t 
fruni biglit 111)011 the toll of tlle grc,tt ~ i i o ~ l ~ ~ t a i i l; tile11 
sllotlt- 311~1 o ~ i g s  rt'lit tllc air, ullile the ifitliers con- 
gratuiatttf tile fatllcr of -Ini:11, a11~l tlle nlniclen- slid 
yoat11- joyfully dallcttl ill a circle arou:icl his 3miiiliq 
s i ~ t e r  and the blr1-1ri11~ thrlg1~tc>rof .Jebel. 1-pon tile 
lofty ~nountain, -11i1:11 [lid 11ot Iic:~r their tl~cjrlting. nor / 
~ ~ i t n e s etheir spurts ; for llis soul I\ a5 enraptured n ith 
the amazinz sl~ectacle before him. 
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FC)K 3 101ig tinle A i m a l  silentlj? g:lzed upou t h e  
~ ~ ~ i , ] i l i l e  esrcn..ive picture hetrenth him. 

dltilouc.il lit- \r.:~.: t I~oro~~c . l l lyf:~lliili:tr n-it11 the  a m p -
illc ~ t : , ~ i o l l ~  see11 t h e  ( , f  ] l i <  tyilje. Ile 11:ill never b e f ~ ~ r e  

n.lioic es!,:illsi. of c,.lililtry ill one vien.; nllcl now h e  
(t:lzt-tl i!r n ~ t c ~ i i i ~ h t u c n tnt tile n.ondi.rf~il nrrsligelncnt 
o t ~I I I ~ ~ I I I I T : ~ ~ ~ ~ .  S e ~ l ) : ~ l .:ill(] v:tlleys G I I ~ ~ ~ I I I K ~ ~ I I ~  

1 1 1  tilt fitr ,]i-r;lllctr. Ilc bclield tile cie-ert nllcl t h e  

-I;? n iwt i~ i i . .wllilt .  l ike3 l ~ : \ z ~ :  3 dclicate veil, Iiii\ig 
over tile 1~~,rizon of nncl .  Ton-nrti tile ~ r . ( , s t ~nC1.053 

I the 1 ~ ~ t i . rof  t i l c a  c y i n t  .t.:i, 11s -nw tlic 1:und of my-tery 
L --Egy!):. n ;:Inel 1~11icIl tile ,lni:~l~rl;ite.~ crlr.zec1. ni t h e  

\ mr!nn~riv. ,if fi lrrnir e1:t.v. rp~~lilldclitlleln t1l:lr tiley 

L ljad l)i.i,n eirirctl fro111 it. fi~13tileplain= into this roc1;y 
$ 	 i s . T11i:ll I I C  i.nzi.ii torv:~ni tile ?:lit nix1 s:lltT 

ileal. I)!-, in ihnt part of Sinni ocscuI,ii.tl by tile JIiclinn- 
ites, tlte Horcl,  ; nlid 3;: Ile ol,-c.r\*ed tllnt its 
crown was still more lofty tlrnn Ser l~a l ,  his ambition 
Iv3S inflnlilerl to scale it? c r ~ y ?  n lw,  and  to ~ .e tn rn  to  

O n - n  cnlnp R double concptror. 
The valleys also \\.ere not ~vi t l lout  attractions, for 

B 17 
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ill one vic\r 11e sn\y tile variorl- c,itr~y); of the tri\)c: of 

tile -Im:ilel;itej 311'1 the co~nin: 
illto tileir cllo-en qrl:lrter-. 1 

110-t-

t 
a-

1 

tl16 y 111ovttl .. 
0 : . 

. 
! 

I1 :  
3 

1111pti~i1ft,>tiv:il. 
-1; i le  \y:itchcti them l l i ~tlt.ciclcti to -ecii t l~ei r  C ~ I I I ! ) ,  

and j~,in t i leu 11, their slnlt; : f1,1. lie \\-A. r;)ntl of tile 
.port- of !v r r t l~ .  Hi- ile:lrt I)t.it rnl,ldiy \\it11 t ~ l i -

tllougl~t; for he \ i t  11 linejy tllat the Ilitiinllite nl:~itlc 11, 

u t r e  the 111,,-t I ~ i n ~ ~ t i f ' u l  n11cl tl~rl~nlltirlq ()I' :dl \I!:,) 

d\ielt in tile t l~-~rt: .  -1tnal nnotl~cr g1:11ie~~ 

:it tile -ccnery ahout tile lofty ],("lli, 311d tllell. :I5 

rlt~icl,ly ni tlic rrl~c.etl cliff; ~ y o u l dac!rl~it,(it -ccl~cleclto -

tire rtick up011 ~ \ l r i c & l ~lle 11,itl left llii n.eal,ons 31111 % 

food. 
I Tnkiu: po=-c--ion of tlle:e, Ile be2nn l i i i  journty i n  

the d i r t c t i o ~ ~  of the llitiinnite erlc~:unpnlr I I ~ .I ) I I ~-0011 

foulld that a tl.ncl,le-j corlr-e over the cliffs of all 1111-

knoivn mor111tai:l n-35 f111lof t1:tn~elsalld 111les~)ectec~ 5:
 -

I . c- -,Sliclillg down a steep cliff, fie i\oold filal ilia z: 
progress barred by huge blocl;i of granite, con~peliing 
11in1 to re-climb the cliff 11e hncl just t1e:cendetI :itid 
seek a n  outlet in some other \my. 

H e  toiled for Iux~r:, eve11 until the goillg donn of 



tlie 5un ; n 11~11,f'iilit x i ( 1  I\ ear?. ile seemtd no 11earrr 
the place f ~ , r  n Licii he lint1 ;tarrt.cl tIi:111 1111en tile sun 

ruoveci 11i~ii  iu ilinvi~n-.:wd Ilc \\a- >trong in limb 
and hopef~11 ill litart. He na. 3130 -ufYering from 
tllirzt, for -Ire llntl foullci no natrr. A t  in t e n  uls he 
p:lcaecl tlie bleL~cliini. 1)01ltj of aninlala. Tiicse I)oor 
creature;, unn1)ie to gct (,(it of t i~ i -  barren pince to 
stretinl; of n 3tvr or g r ~ - - ~ -\ale-, li,lil died i n  terriLle 
\\ ant. 

-1s the sun nerlt dun11, lie \y(,ll~ii!r(i'f S I I C ~I Y O U I ~  
be 11;s fitte: but 110-hope a!l(i fate s h d  1;gIlt uy)ou 
his pt111)u j  : t:)r lie ren~el~ll~erecl tlint tlic psieat had 
tolcl him tii:tt Ile -liouliI be tiie g l o ~ p  of their tlibe, 
aud t i l n t  cnccess n unit1 crou 11 thia duj-'; 11n~1ert:1l.ings. 

:his word \ \a- rec:lilid. new Iicye ill-pired his soul 
and lle pre-stel furnarci mole earnestly. As in the 
fadir~g liglit ile belleid in the cii-tancc :I ridge, tile 
sunlmit of n l i i~ i iw:i; cron-net1 \r it11 prickly acacias, -
lie srrt~yglecl to reach tile spot. I ~ o ~ ) i l ~ g  the be- it n as 
einninz of the n~ou~i tn inverd111.c. Il7ith renened 
L 

courage he prc-sed on, re:iclied the covetcct <pot. nucl 

, - from i: in the darl,ening valley before him the 
;	. camp-fires of sonic mooutniu ~1:eplierds. Tlte palm 

. trees shon-ecl tlie location of the spriilgs of water; 
i' 
,t-. and about them, on the thicl; and plelitiful pastures, 

the flocl<< ryere calmly resting. 
Tlie sight of plenty i:~creaied Amnl's sense of want, 
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ant1 o~lcemore he strove to find a pat11 that wonld 
lend lliru to their camp. But the dar1i1le.s deel~encti, 

:lntl 11e could no longer see the nay, xirile bu-ire-, 
roclis, and crag; beeante incli-tinct before him. H e  

. .
t l ~ o u ~ l r tlie hctird the voice of a slrepliertless ilngllllr, 
and tried to fullo\v the sounci, n l i e : ~sntldellly 11e 
stunjijiecl over tljc fiice of a c l i 6  H c  clritl.hetl :it rlle ' 

rock to save 11iru-elf, but it crani1)led in 11ic gra-p. 
l)0\\11, donu he rullecl illto tire rug~eclah?-<, llnrll 
f i l~ : t l l~he In? Gruistd auJ tsttvrcd i11 a state uf utter 
u:lc*o11-ciot1-11e~~. 

Tile Jlitiinrlite-, dnelling at  the ftwt of IIorcl), rvere 
llolcii11~a r(ceptio11 ft-tir;il for S O I I I ~of their tribe, 
wlru Ir,itl hcen jo~ll.ile!i l l$  in the far East, amonc t l~e  
cities of the C'l1:1ltlr.:111;. Tile!- 11xcl returned to Sin:ji, 
n it11 tlrcir ca~liel- Irc,~vil? lndtn, bringing an abnlld-
allcVoof ornnmcnt; to their people, n.110 twre escc-9 
ivelj- font1 of brilliant je\rel- and goldeu rinz=. Tile 
ut1110st joy pre\*ailed in the c:lmps of the lIidinl~ites, 

I '  \)ecan;e of the safe return of their caravan, which they 
tnnnifebted iu the free, nnrestrai ned, emotional t l n u c ~  

nronnd their camp fires, ~11araeteristicof tile rl~ildren 
of the desert. The young maitlel~sbedecked tlrem- *, -

selves wit11 rings for their anl;les, ear., nose, and fill- a 

p r s ;  with bracelets for their arms and je\vels for 6; 
I\ 

their hair ; allile strings of jewels nere around tl~eirg:; 
necks and on their bosoms, and their graceful form $&: 



I 

w r e  draped n itli Iiantlson~e, Baby1oni;ii grme:l t i .  all 
of n i ~ i c i ~  oung men fromkind been presented by the 
tlieir nburillant stores. Tile giver3 were re i~arded 
nith the nlaidens' sit-eete-t a~iliies and lllobt cowpli- 
Ilientary plim:es, 3s t ! ~ ysurrendered themselves to 
tile accu-tonled revc!ry in expression of joy a t  tlieir 
brothet.~' rrttlrn. 

Tl~ih\\*a3 the scene ~t-liich -1mal Lel~eld froni the 
lofty suniruit of Serbtll. evening came on, many d h  

of tlie 1l:lppy n~aitielis left tile circle to go awl attend 
to tlieir flocks, \\liicli \rere bron-ii~g on the luxurious 
gm-s in the neig1lboring \rndiea ; for, ~rl i i le  the Inen 
were the warriors an11 niercl~ant-, the maiden, watclie3 
the flocli~ n11d teuded tlie 1arnl)s. 

Ketnrall ant1 Hagar, two of the,e maidens. joined 
their flocks, and nent to the same pastures. Keturah 
~t-33bp descent a pure 3lidianite, and traced her 
ancestry iu an unbroken line from Abrallaru atid 
Iceturah. H e r  father wa3 a prince, and was held in 
the lligl~est honor among tlie tribes; and she 7 ~ 3 5a 

yri~ice4s. to ~ r h o m  all the youths of the tribe sought 
to pay Ilonlage. But thus f ~ r  she was free, a d  the 
sweetness of her maicleu lieart was in h ~ p p y  harmony 

% /  with all tliat 1va3 beautiful and true about her. 
Hagar, her companion, tllonqh of high birth, was uot 
a pure JIidiaaite; for her father's l~ouse was allied 
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n~otlier she hacl received tlie Iialne of her allce.5tresa, 
7~110 l i d  carlied so ruucli Litterues to d\vell iri tile 
heart of ,Abral~arn's prince.?.+ wife. IIagnr was, IIO\T-
ever, a true cl~iltl of the cle-crt ; nlicl, lilie I<etur:ih, -

receivecl only :illdkinclnes.<, n d ~ i i i r u t i ~ , ~ ~ .  bie=.:ii~~s 
froni tilose iritil ~ h o u l  siie as:oci:~tt.;l. 

After tlie fenat that : I C C ' ~ J I ~ ~ ~ ) : ~ I I ~ C ~ Ithe rc.ve11.y \\.it11 

~\-l l icI~ triGe:ni1211, tile they \veIcc~nieil t l~ei r  rc. tr~r~~il lg 

l~i:~i(l t~i . i~vitli t l~ei r  .:crv:i~~t.+ II:III retur11t:~I to tlie 1):~s- 

t ~ ~ t - i .to ti~11~1 their rile :ht;epflt~ci;;; n n ~ l  ~ v l ~ i i e  \\.ere 

p::\(~t'ully gr:~zit~g, t l~ey rt~lir~t:d O I I  t11e F I Y V I I  >\~:II .LI 
by tile c:i1111) fin., :l11r1 ~ ( ~ L ' O I I I I I L Y ~t11c evellt- of tlie (]:I!.. 

As I<eturaI~ tlio11~11t ( i f '  tile victorici -ile ii:i~i g:li~:r.cI 

i11I T ~ I I I I ~ I I ~t l ~ e  :u1111ir:itio11 :i11(1tlle l ) r t - e ~ ~ t s  the~ I * I , I ~ I  -

you~lg  1iic11 vf the tribe. .-i~e S : L I I , ~  i l l  a I o ~ I I I ,cie:lr . .  .
voice 11er 11otc.j of joy nllcl sitl-facr~,,li ; nriti \vl~ile .-lie 

srt~ig, -1111n1, in the di.tnncne, licartl the .:o!~g :I,+ 11e 

stunlllr.tl long in the ilark~rc+. 

But at Iengtll tlie S ~ I I :  ccnsecl ; the ~tini~leu.+, giving 

wny to retrospective reveries, b e c ~ ~ ~ i ~ esilent, n-]leu -

suddenly their reveries were t,rvkcl~ 1)y tile 11ui5e of 

some object nloving 31011g tile rociiy heigl~t above 

them, a11c1 tliey drew clo-er to each otlicr and li.stcned. 

Ketura l~  gave a low \ri~i-tIe, nut1 in a monient a trrl-tl; 

slave, who \V:IS aIir:~y.s: at  11:111(1 to serve theli~, and 

ready to give his life ill their tlefel~se, cnrne, and 

~tallilillg by tlletli wit11 11i.s: spear in 11a1id, also list- 



ened. I n  n m o ~ n e i ~ tthe sou~itl i n s  repe:tted, a d  they 
1-,11t\\. . it came fro111 some li\.iilg o1;ject upo:i tile rocks 

- .
alwve ~ i l e u .  fir1111:- gra511ed 111e n ~ : ~ i t l ~ ~ i s  tlicir 
1ino:teil sl~ephr-?-2c11iLs: fi)raiieil rliu:: equipped 110 

appnllctl i i ~ e i ~ l ,  
. .

; i : i ~ ~ g ~ r  :.:I!.I :l:eT I\ ere re:idy to b:irtle 
L r  tiit: 00c!;3 eut?il~:~c? tu t11t.i:' enre. If tile yoi~ng 
11ien of -\liJi;iil C ,  ulCl 1~bhrr1vevrl rile b:itilrfield, the 
r!;ai;leua of -\Iiiii311 ~,)li!il be brave un the pxsture.;. 
Tile sound of tile tie:itliiig o f  TX-Ilntever creature it 
nliglit be appronclle-13 the edge of tile cliif: 31113 the11 
n i l  Irere st:trrieJ I,? tile cry of a rnan, as he fell fro111 
tile ruclcy height to tlie grounil below. Grasping a 
Ll,nii,i horn the fire, t!ie sl?,,ve, folloit-e;l by t l ~ e  mr -  
pri-,ctl m:iiden=, rau tn lie epi~t  nliere tile nlnu 11:11l 
i':illcu. And tl~cre. at ti^^ 1):ise of  tlie cliff, t11ey snw 
the insensible body of a j-ortlig ,inlaleIiire, 11is 
\venl)ondlying near his outstt.ctc11eci hand. The 
sI:~re: after closely scrutinizilig his face and garmeiits, 
snicl : 

'; It is a noble prince of the Amalekites; but horn 

came he here ? '' 
The  maidens gazed upon his face for a moment, 

ant1 concluded, as did the slave, that such a noble 
countenance, such richly embroidered garments, ant1 
elegant weapons, coulci only belong to a member of a 
wealthy and honorable fiimil-. The slave had, in 
tlie mean time, stooped to see if there were any signs 
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of life, and soon turned to the maillen., snyiug: 
" T l ~ e r e  is life still in iti~ll; fur 11e Lreatite-." 

Wi th  the a-si-tnnci. of tile msiclc~~s, tlie sl:ivc c:~r- 
r i d  liilu l~ t i~eat l l  tile a~v11i1ig 1))- the ~ : I I I I ~fire; tlie~l 
bringing ~v:ire~-: stootl ~ilci~tl!-!)- n-ilile the ~llailiel~;. l i t  

b a t l i i ~ i ~tlie IJru\v n~ill lips of tlie \\.ouuiieti I~ I :LI I ,6011gi1t 
to restore l ~ i l i lto C O I I , ~ C ~ O ~ I . . I I ~ ~ S .- i t  1c11githe inc~\.cti 
his l~entl alitl grc);liii.cl; tilt.11 optllctl Ifis e!.t.s :it111 

gaze13 dl i~c~utIii~ii. F o r  lie \\.:i5 c!:izcti3 n ~ t , ~ i ~ e ~ i t  1,y 

the strnnl_rcness of tlie siglit ; hilt a; ~~iel~ior!. rt.tu1.11~(1. 
11e recollec~rcd 11is clesperate \\.:ill; in tlto tl:irl;llc-;. :111t1 

the fiill oycr tile cliff: But \~lii.ri: \\-as Ije no\\- ..' \Vas 
. . 

1 i t  I l i  ? Were t h s e  tlrc yels \v;lltlrig I I ~ I ~ ~ I I  

h i m ?  Abuve lii1~1 tlie star,< weye -1iiliing brigi~ti!.? 
like silvery l:inlps, over mou~lt:iil~aiiti v:ille!-; 1le;ir . 
by, the mo1;e of a camp-fire lrns slo\rly vnrli~lg 
up \~a r ( l; 011 either sitle grtnt slt:itlv~s of I~uge rnoull- 
tains Ioo~iied 111) i l l  enclusin~. the :ce~lc., d a r l i ~ ~ ~ s . ~ ,  
\t-l-llile just before Iiim, witlii~i re:lc!~ of his l la~id,  3 

rn:lidell n - : ~I i l~cel in~,n ~ t d  gnzinc +teatlily upon 11iti1 
with a Iool; of ~~nr~tter: iblepity 2nd anxiety. 

Bu t  what a face it was! Stvcly lie lind never 
before seen such a couutennnce ! XO daugliter of tlie 
Am:ileliites pos<cssetl sucIl glo~ving- eycs, erprcssire 
features, transparent c0111~Iexio11, nor S I I C ~ I  s i l l<e~  
tresses, such collsu~nrnntebeauty. Site aceme,l to be 
a vis i ta~~tfrom tlie favored fieltls of Paradise ; alltl 11e 
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feared to turu n7.;-ay his gaze, lest ile ~iliglit f o r ~ v e r  
. .

lose tilt. \-isloll. Ouly n-lien. wirll !~er Clce soEu.~tci 
with biu-1les: :he turned a=il:,e, Jicl iie realize tlint sile 
v-as illclcc~l i>>o:.tal, s i ~ e  1110yed :LI\-:IJ-, 11e-:iw t l ~ a t  
die \V,E ric1,I~- :i(l(,r~~tcl 	 :11e iiacl i\-icIl (+ri~:l i~~eii ts-f~r 
not yet taiie~i of rlle gifts of the rc:t~;r:ic:il ~ n e r c l ~ a ~ ~ t s  
-aiicl i;ct.\r d ie  ~ ~ 3 s  1liiii:liiite slicl~!ierdeasthat a 
tending lier flvtii ill tile ~iliiu!>tnin I)Zsture. -4s s11e 
nent into tile ~lia(l~i\v;, hi? trieil t o  rise: I,ut ,-a111i Ixicii 
011 tl!e ~ : . P U ~ I C ~ :a i d  partinil? re!:il)-ed illto ul~co!l- 
tciuusneis. Gut the maiden llastenecl to liilli agfiiii 
N - ~ I ~ I~vatt:~-)i f - l~ ic l~rcfre.-i~td aiid ~treiigtliened I I ~ I I I .  

1 : ~this tiine Hagnr ilacl 1)rel)sreJ suiile fi~oc!, of 
\viii:.h 11e grrttli1.v :i:e, nii0 t!i31 (iroppeii iilro :luniber 
Tilt. mait1e1l.s left 11iill iil tlie care oi' tLe s!nve, ~ v l ~ i i e  
they \\-itiitire\i- illto tiieir own tent. 

Hngnr n.as ntoiiislletl to see lion. greatly I<ettrrul~ 
n-:~s aEecteii by tlie appearance of the ,la~:lleliite. 
She Iiue\r tlii: goodness arltl oftile tc~~cicrl~ess her 
friend's heart, and she realized tha: to he kind to tiiose 
. 7 .  

' 	 111ciistress n-3s right in itself, as we11 as p!easiilg to tlie 
gods; but ~ h y ,when tile stranger had bee11 fed, and 
was quietly sleeping, should Ketur:~li still gaze upon 
liiin xvitli tliat peculiar anxiety i n  ller glance, that 
fervid clasping of the liai~iis, and that frequent motion 
of the lips, as if in  supplicatiou, and t l~en  allow her 
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7'1.3s ob5erred. Cut Hngsr rvas tile nlore n~toni-lied 
\riicll Kttur:~ii.-~~tlJeiil!-Lc'g:~tlto sob, 311J I : l y i ~ l ~  lit'r 

IIKLIIt ~ p o i i her fri~1lci'5 ~ I O : O I ~ ~ ,  i:,rc i ~ ~ ~ t i ~ i i i e c lI I I : I I I ~  

111i11\itc:sto to tilt: p t , c~~ l i :~ r  11i:it~ ~ i y  fteli11p 

nt1;ctcci Lei.. \\-:I+ i t  :I IltrvcbnG f:itiSilc, [I!c ~ i u ~ e d  rlie 
4 l ) i~l~l t~i~;et lcxcitt:~l~(?iitof t11e !1:1y:' or  \ V : I ~  i t  tile 

. . 
F I I I I ~ I C I Ic11:111y! fn111i tlic 	 torv\-<:jrv of' ( l : i u c a i ~ ~ ~  r i ~ e  
It111or of ~ I : . . ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I Zto ( ~ o I I - I , ~ ( , I I - I ~ c : . >t I i i 5  L I I I ~ < I I ~ L I V I I ,  

. . 
\ V : I ~ I I I ~ : I ~ I ~ I ~C ' I I I I ' ~ ~ ~i ~ ,SI~:IIIF(:I,!p r i ~ ~ ( : t ?  it , t i i :~tti i i :  

, .
I l , : i ~ ~ t i i ' i i l  :11111 ~ ~ l ~ i ! i t .i i , i 1 1 ; 1 1 1 - .  il:lli ill i ~ i s  ~~li:titrtrilie 

tou(.i~t>!llitr 11i::i:t I I ~ ~ J I I .t t . : ~ t l ' . r i ~  :111y of ~ I I : I I I  t i l c  

Y I I I I ~ I I ~  3Iicii:i11 11:1,i vet i!,:t:11 :i11ii: t o  ti,).! 1;ilt 

l<t : t~~raI l  : I I I ~ II l : ic : i i ,  \,.:I< ~ ~ ~ : r ~ ~ l t ~ ~ : t - ~ i .  3:litl I I I ) I I I ~ I I Z . .  
J\-Ilell t11e ~l : l I \~l l:ipp~~:l!~l.ii.t i i t ,  >l:\i-(! l'.il tile > I l l ~ t ! ~  

t t i  L ~ I ( :  ~ L I I I ~ ~ : I ~ I I .  1 1 - 11:111 \ , : i : ~ ) ~ , t . t i:i11(1:~t'ti .r t l ~ c  111:iitI. 

~ ~ I C I I I .  to ti!+, tiw, :\i1,1~ b y t\ ) : l i , t t j  i : l i ~ , l  t ' ~ r  -111cyr t t i11~11~~~1 

~ I I ~ I I ~ , - ~ ~ Y C S:III~'I tile s:i!l . - ~ I I I I I ~ ~ I * ~ ! I ~ ,..II. :III;I ,~.  

Ic'octl~11e : L I V O I ~ ~ ,  : I I I ~\ v l ~ i l ~ ~  \it:ti1cY 1i-:~11c,1; t t l l l lt i1c1~1 

of l1i.5 tent ill the: I ~ ~ : i i ~ t i t ' ~ i lv:11t. 01' Fc'il.:i:~. a11110 0 ~ : s  

I t I I o : I to I I I . .,. 

11 it11 the  sigu of the l ~ , ~ i ~ l t ' - t  iii; G.or' tlieir tl.il,c-: 	 t11(.:1uf  
.. -a; 


t.tI;,~.t.; to reach 	tile JIitii:tl~ite c:i1111' to j o i ~ l i l l  tileir 8;
! I  	 fc-tivities, nrld of I i i  lo-in; 11i- n.sy u!,ou t11e 1uoi111-

t : i i r ~ ,  -hi5 l ~ u ~ l g e r  f : ~ t i ~ ~ ~ c .  Of'ancl 311il : ~ tI e ~ ~ ~ t l lIris 

fi~iiir~g the UII.ECC'II ciiff. 11c >])olieover Every  ivortl 
n.:~of the deepest illtcrcst to the Ice-. ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ) : \ t l l e t i c  

t ~ r 3 1 1 ;aud he could not h i 1  tc; i l l t t y r e t  the sig~lifi-

http::ipp~~:l!~l.ii


cnllce tile and Llu:llt.s n.iiicli ill ttlr11 po-
stssecj iier fLiir fLIce. L,)hi- ( * ~ \ - I ITile re+[)'.,~!:~ fwIiiic~5 

50 frec.l!., a~icl tilt. tvi~ier l t  ii~:c>t.rit!- of' tile 

l e i i i i t . H i s  bii.55 

\\-:I Illore t l i n n  lie cquid 1l:lvt. inl:igi~:i.ti> :ii:ri lie seellietl 
7 .

ti, be b3.]iillg i l l  tile ~ : ~ i ~ i ! ~ h t~ 1 o r ~ -bt,~-q)i~li[lieof a -

colilpw~leii-iunof II:~,:I. - i l l  ~ 1 3tt1 1,:11:t i f  of~ C : ~ I T ~ I  
. . . ,nl ld  llenven +cllii.il t o  i ~ ecoi~ce!lirsrt~ii111 1it.r gi:lllct. ; 

2 ~ ~ f l  i l l f l ~ ~ e ~ ~ r e .  $11~-1~1,iie111111tr i r , ~  i , ~ ,felt wiIli1)g LO 

rrtiJcr 11id p i , i d t . ,  trilje? I l i ~i ~ i ~ ! ~ e ?  life. :11ic1 : i l li n  
. .  . 

tlirit had 11i;iicl~:o :ir~tii-c,l hi. X ~ I I I I I ~ I O I I  :I. : I I ~  A i ~ ~ l : l -

leliitc, t,j (j\\-ejiw i ~ i l11t2r ~ I I ~ I I Yi ~ it i l e  1);i.s: of t l t ~ i r  
1 

n ~ y : l j ~ ~ . ~ i ~ t lrc . -~w~i.~ve~t lvc.  V X I I I I ~ I ,t I t o ~ ~ ~ J i t +:111cl E I I ~  
pws:\iletl, a ~ i dhe rt.~ni.~nbertcit l ~ e:i~lsicty \viiicl~ liis 
pe(~!,ieI i : ~ ( l:~i\\-:i!-sfejt i l l  lii5 :~'i)-t:t:ct:. 

X-l~el l  lit. Iiaei rc:co~t.rc.cl -!iffic~ic~itly horn the efkcts 
of' 1 1 i ~f:lii lie l):i(le the 1r1:1iclt.11 to  t ~ , : i ~ c l .  fhrcwell, : I I I ~  


by tile ne:irc-t ron te i1iroii;ll tlie \ ~ : i , li rs .  eori21it tlie 
- .  
cnulp of his liecyle in tiit. caie of Frirnu.  1l i c ~~ \ - : ~ t ~ l ~ -

Iilprl of tile c:~riip i1:1~1 5 ~ 1 1  tlie ~li..t:~~ice?Ili~ii i t 1  :Lllcl 
TT-iieii!IP c:lme nt.:ir lie TI-:^.; greitetl I,? l,rocc':sic)ll of 

his people> I V ~ I O ,i n  the 1111 jo>f'i~I ~ ~ I X I I I I ~ ~ ~?OIIZ<,il l  
311d Sh~)llt', espi.es-ed tht ir  crr:ltifica:~tic,~~ h i .  -,iccrb,5s 

in clitnbing tilt. mc~ul~ ta in ,  ill i,i,+ lIis: ~ i ~ i  rer\lr11. 

f .dmi1~rejoicccl ill the elltiilig of t11c . i~solicituc]e. He 
accornpliehed all tiley tlncl Iiope(] for. TIle 





I before. Tile color fled f r ~ i n  liis clieel;. ; his eyes lost 

their glnncc of dariug, aiicl it as appareat to all the  
youths in I i i ~train t l ~ a t  h e  
of fear. Tiruna was deeply offeniled. H e r  o\~-ii en- 
t l i t i i i t i l~felt 3 chill; and, quick to perceive the least 
inatrention, she s a ~  not I\ iththat his thouglitz 11ere 
t~leln, and tliat neitiler Iicr beauty, her 2 n ~ i l e ~ .  nor lier 
song l1:1Ci even in the least degree tc~uclieli his heart. 
She lint-\^ uot -eized ~ ~ i r l i  the cause; but 2ii(I~le11ly a 
j c  3 1 ~ ~ - y  Z O I U ~  11 rival, breatlied frotn titat of ~llli110n 
~~li)liieutan oat11 of terrible retriluricin upon hi- llend. 

71-itli 111 the esntwrance uf A i n ~ l e h i ~ el)s--ioil, slie 
had ;o~~g l i t  this ol,po~tuiiity to s l i o ~-l111:!1 t k i t  slie 
cLo-e liiill ahore hi, feilon a ; Lut the coli;,nt-G of his 
return m-a; ulieli(1ul:ible; n l i ~ lvitii i~irter n.or(?s she 
exhorted lier f ~ t l ~ e r  and Lrotlier to resent tlie ilisult 
>lie 11ad received. 



CHAPTER 111. 

RIVAL LOVERS. 

THE RIidiauite maidens were sitting by the foun- 
tain, watclri~lg their floclis as they dranl; from 

the slelider rivulet, nhich, beginnirlg at  tlie fount:lin, 
fio\ved doivn the valle-. They had beeu tallii~lg of 
the events tll:lt liad so receutly stirred their 1ie:~rti ;a11d 
I<etarah, in abandonment of all reserve, no l o ~ ~ g e r  
attempted to conceal her infatuation from tier com- 
panion, but freely >ongilt her approval by a-king her 
again auct aginin if she did not colisicler d m a l  the mo-t 
gracefill rout11 she ]lad ever met. They talked about 
liij feature., his bolt111es=, his strength, his beautiful 
Ial~gu:lge, the tenclerneji of his bearing tor\-ard them, 
a~tt l  of the unexpected way i11 nlrich they l ~ a d  beell 
l)er~nittedto rvcue him from threateiiing death. As 

' 

Hngar cordially re~poutled to the words of her friend, 
ICeturall became the happier ;aucl true to the Midianite 
nature, slronecl surh impetuo,ity in her affection, tliat 
H:~gar n a i  not  only amazed, but alarmed. 

Tlieir familiar chat was suddenl-  interrupted bJ- the  
aI~peamnce of a 11u111berof youths, who carne ricIing 
up the valley with loud slioutr aud maring of spears. 

30 



T:le!- disui~orinted iu the pre-ence of the maidens, and 
craved pernli.~sion to spend the noonday llour there. 

I t  was a strangely beautifill scene. Tile floclcs hav- 

ing been well watered, and placed ill cliarge of the 
sl;~ve, \ x r e  Ietl over to tlie other sicle of tlle valley. 
Graceful palm trees waved their lvfty heads above the 
t'ountni~i, \rllicll gave so refreslii~lg a vigor to the ver- 
t1r11.eof' the valley. Stladed 'froin the fierce rays of. 
the sun by tlle foliage of the trees, tile maidens: re- 
clining upon tlie lusririant grass, cvrild watch their 
flocks on the opposite side of tlie valley. Tiley coultl 
:tlso looli clo~rn thc \-:llle!-, and see many other floclis 
grazing Leucath t l ~ e  ~vatcllfr~l care of JIidianite 6hep-
Iier~is, ant1 in the distance, in the Ixoader part of the 

-Eras-!- espmse, tlle spacious tribal cinlp. 
Tile gallant j -outh  n-110 came to tllern to wllile array 

their Ioileaome 110llr=, r e r e  riding on liorses as benuti-
ful as ever trod the sailtls of tlie desert. Their own- 
ers \\-ere very proud of them, and the!- became alnlost 
illseparable compa~liolls. IVlrere the nl:lster n-ent, tlle 
Iior-e IT-ent also. T l ~ e y  hat1 1:1rge, expressive eyes, 
1)road foreheads, long manes, and sIeii(1er tails, almost 
sweeping tile ground. Their soft and silky coats 
fairly shone from the constal~t rubbings beston-ed 
upon them. Every day t l ~ e y  received their portion 
of camel's mill< and eggs. I n  return tl:ey were faith- 
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Illaster. They were the darlings of the desert; and 

tile JIidiauite did not conaider that he llacl the privi- 
leges of rnalillood until lie one of these 
beautiful steeds. 

they also had arailed tl~ernselres of tlie stores of rich 
goods brongl~t by the niercllauts to their canlp. At 
tile head of the troop, and laore richly arrayed tila11 I 

tlle otllera, \vaa tile youllg pri~lce, Bela, the brotller of 
r 7Hagar. l l l e  Isliu~aelite blood in Ilia veins gave Ilia 

1c o ~ n ~ l e x i o ua sliglltly darker tiuge t11:11l that of tile 

pure llidiluiite; but it also gave llij eye, a deepel 
fln,I~ing, aud liis rnotiolls a quicker actioli. H e  n a i  a 

true cllild of the desert; aud wit11 the pride natiiral 
to one rvho had never defeat, he surveyed all k u o ~ ~ n  
his surrouudiugs ~vi th  tlie eye of a conqueror. Ht: 
11ad been ~ ~ i t l l  tlle carav:ln in it.$ jounleying, a ~ i d  for 

tlie fir,t time in his life Itad seen tile nontlerf~ll cities 
in the far East. Hia mind ~vas filled 1rit11 the nlelnory 
of the sights \vhicli lie 11ad so greatly et~,joyed, aud lie 
\KXS i~npatiellt for tile oppor tu~~i ty  to tell Ilia cornpan-
ious of tile deliglltful experience he liad gained. 

Foild of onlament, as was every child of tile 
desert, he had adorned l ~ i ~ ~ l e l f  \vitli r i u g  311~1 jewel$ 
of corious desig~l*, :u~d his gar1uelltj \rere of t i l e  mo-t 
brilliaut B:~bylolii-h colori~~g. I I e  lras c]otiled ill 
scarlet and fine liueu, wit11 tlle lu~--teriou-, elublelllLitic, 



embroiclerecl figures-so commou to the people of the 
East-worked over the breast and shoulder of the 
garments lie so proudly wore. As  they all reclined 
beneat11 tlie palnts, lie related to them, in his impetu- 
ous we?, tlie story of hi3 travels, until h e  fired their 
de-ires to behold such scenes, and to  be able to 
attract the admiration which he had awakened in the 
Chaltleans as tliey saw the graceful and successful 
liorsen~anship of the cliild of the desert. A Midianite 
wxs as muc l~  a wonder to them as they were to the 
Nidianites. 

Hagar, whose countenance was all aglow with inter- 
eqt ant1 affection for her brilliant brother, listened 
de\-oteclly to every word ; but Keturah seemed to lack 
interest in his narrative, and did not respond as he 
n-as eagerly desiring she would. I n  all his travels he 
had seen no one so beautiful as Keturah, and he 
?earned to bestow lipon her all the wealth of affection 
with which nature had endowed him. One word 
from her lips could command him as the words of no 
other person. Oue glance of lier eye fired all the 
ardor of his soul ; and ~1-11en in her presence 11e was 
ready to be her slave in whatever task she might 
assign him. 

He \vas'grievously disappointed; for while all the 
others were aroused by his story, s t e  alone ~ v a s  ps-
sive, even absent minded. Hagar suspected the 

C 



ause ,  and as she nom for the first tinie became m a r e  
of the love her brother entertained for tlie fair Ketu-  
mh, she began to hate the An~alelcite nho already 
possesed the lieart \yliich Bela coveted. Bela nas  

distressed at tlie peculiar recerre of the maiden, and 
tlie thought flashed acres his mind that his preaence 
was not dezirrcl. Wit11 liis usual impetuosity, he 
gave tlie signal to liis troop, rvho m o u n t ~ d  
their liorses, and \yere ready to go ~ \ l ~ i t l l e r  he nliglrt 
command. As  tliey nere about to dep:trt, R:tg:ir, 
taliing some cluders of dried fruit, llnucted them to 
her brother; and as he le:~necl for\\-arc1 011 liis horse's 
neck to receive them, she n hi-pered to him : 

" IVlien tlle moon llicles behind Serbal, meet nle at  
the tamarisk beyond the palm grove of the fountain." 

With  a quick glance into her eyes, lie sav- t i n t  11;s 
secret I T ~ Scliscovered, and betiding liis heat1 tonard 
her in approval, he turned toward liis comp:ulions, 
ant1 in a molllent tliey were galloping s ~ ~ i f t l y  toward 
tlleir camp. 

A s  tlie honrs of the d:~y pasqed, Hngnr, with 
\ \ in~iing ways and seductive nords, drew from her 
con~pnnion confessions of love for tlte princely d l i ~ a l  ; 
but every word aroused tlie anger of Bel:t7s sister; 
for well did she linow that if -4ma1 were ensllrined in 

Keturall's lieart, Bela \rould be so stricken tirat ]Ie 

could never again know the peace and joy that llad 



until now characterized his life. To  Hagay, the 
blood of the Anialeliite was of little account compared 
wit11 the Ilappi~ieBs of her own devoted brother. 

The ereniug came on. The tloclis were brought 
back to the fountain, and the slaves TTere give11 their 
r~atcli-stations. The stars came out one by one, until 
the heavens were brilliant with their sparBling splen- 
dor. S h a d o ~ ~ yforms flitted through the valley, ~vhile 
here and there the blaze of tlie n-atch-fires burst forth, 
sending their flickering col~inins of smolie toward the 
sky. Hagar Boon retired into her tent ; but Ketnral~ 
reniained outhide, ~ a t c l ~ i n ~  the beautiful stars above 
her. Then the moon began her course, threading her 
way among tile stars, and hiding tliem in the folds of 
her splendor. From the rifted curtain of the tent, 
Hngnr matched until she saw the nloon dramring near 
to Serbal's lofty head ; t h ~ nquietly going forth, she 
rapidly allied through the grove of palms to meet 
her brother by the gnarled tan~arisl~.  

Ketarah liad noticed the silent manner of her com- 
panion ; and fearing some trouble was afflicting her, 
was about to enter the tent, when she became a mitlless 
of Hagar's stealtl~y departure. 

Instantly tlie thought flashed upon her that Hagar 
was engaging i n  some secret plotting; and what could 
i t  be but something which she would oppose? If not, 





deeply Keturah n-as in love with the handsome Ama-
lelcite, aiid that unle~s lie n-as prevented from seeking 
Keturali, she could give lier love to no other nian. 
F o r  a monient both were silent; then, piece by piece, 
a plot ryas formed xhereby Bela and his troop could 
capture Zinial, anil how, unless he would sn-ear never 
to enter t l~eir vale again, the earth sliotlld drink his 
blootl, arid no recompense be given for liis life to the 
avengers of liia tribe. K i t h  a feeling of horror, 
Keturali liztened to tlieir cleaigns. 

r 7llieir plnris now agreed upon, the brother and sister 
parted, and Beln returriecl to his camp. Waiting 
until she could no longer hear liis footatepq, Hagar 
began to retrace her vay toll-ard her tent; but before 
she left tlie sllacle of the tamari~k,  slie nTas confronted 
by tlie tliorongllly arousetl Kettlrnh. As tlie moon 
came out fro111 behind Serbal, aiid tlire~v its beanis of 
light upon tlie mllep, Hagar ~ a wclearly the- $ace of 
her friend-such a face as she liad never before seen- 
full of anger, spirit, revenge; and smitten with the 
consciousliess of g~iilt, she quailed before tile sternly 
reproschfiil glances. Ketnrali ditl not utter a word. 
She had found her bosom friend to be false. Hence-
forth she would keep lier purposes to herself. She, 
too, turned and melit to her tent; and as the night 
wore anray, planned *horn she might save the life and 





bee11 plotted against, and this most cruel blow had 
bten struck by her bosom friend. After reflecting 
a\\-lliie, slle said : 

''Hagar, if tlle blood of Amal h l l s  to the ground 
by tlie liand of your brotl~er, or by your aid, you shall 
receive my unbending fiatreti. Notlii~ig sllall appezse 
my sou1 but your life autl tliat of your brother. 
Ulood for blood-I myself as his blood avenger will 
require it." 

Hagar's fear increaied as Ketorah tllus assumed tlie 
position of blood avenger, alid slle n7as now as anxions 
to prevent tlie fray, as s l ~ e  had been before to bring it 
to pass. But no opportunity presented itself, and tlie 
fateful llor~r drew niglt. 

Keturah realized that tlie aElir could riot cud with 
the victory of one of tliese young inen over the otlier. 
Slle well knew that every Midianite in Sinai would 
rise up to defend or avenge the favorite Bela; and 
that, lil;e\~ise, not an Slnalelcite would rest llis s p r  
in peace until n full blood atonerne~~t was rendered for 
tlie slaying of their prince. To  plunge tliese desert 
tribes into war, and deluge tlie flowery vales of Sil~ai 
in  blood, through the tliouglltless jealousies of love- 
smitten princes, was a catastrophe she could not con-
template without horror. 

Hagar was seized nrith dismay as Keturah thus pic-
tured the consequences of her rash act, and she begged 
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intercept Allla1 on his nay  from Feiran before Bela 
and his troop should meet Iiim. I t  was well that they 
were strong in limb and able to traverse the morln- 
tain patlls, r~lillling for miles without exliaustion; elae 
eve11 tliis plau would have failed. 

Amal, clothed in liis gayest garments, carrying his 
knife in his girdle and his spear in his Iland, nitli n 

light and joyous heart, mas swiftly comil~g to meet his 
beloved, when, in a narrow ravine wliic11 n.olind about 
high granite bowlders, lie was sucldeuly comnlanctect 
to halt-aid there sprang from behind a rocli a baiid 
of young Jliclianite warriors, who intercepted his n ny. 

I n  an illstant Amal's spear was poised ready for 
action, and with a fearless glance at the Miclianites, 
he llaughtily comn~anded them to retire from the 
path, so tbat he might proceed on his journey. I n  
reply, the chief of the Midianites stepped in front of 
his con~panions, and waving liis spear, claimed the 
riglit to meet the Amaleliite in mortal combat as liis 

1. 
persolla1 foe. Amal at oilce accepted the challenge, 
alid dared the issue at  arms. F o r  a moullent t l ~ e  two 

;p warriors surveyed each other with the most careful 

I-
precision, then each man cast liis spear; but, with a 
dexterity peculiar to their practice, eacli succeeded in 

avoiding the thrust of the other. Then they ru.:lied 
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upon each other, and as two wrestlers, n7itliout other 
weapons than nature have given them, each sought 
the other's overthrow. The combat was fierce, and it 
was soon evitleut that it \ ~ o u l dbe long; for they mere 
about equally matched. Tliey strailled every muscle 
u11ti1tlle cords of their well-developed limbs stoocl out 
i n  severe teusion, and tlie grip of their powerful hands 
1;:iew no relaxing. Kom one seemed to be bending 
toward tlle ground, then the other, until it was appar-
ent that the one whose breathing would longest stand 
the strniu would n in  the contest. 

Suddeuly a voice commanded them to cease, and 
Keturah, with Hagnr. sprang before them. Ro2lling 
u p  to tlie n-reztlers, I<etumh laid her llauds on them, 
and bade them instantly desist their coiitest and listell 
toto her.lie Surprised, bothbothxi, men yielded, and releabing~rprisc nien 
theirtheir hold, with bowedwith heads,bowed heads, stood before her, aud 
she saw that the contest had been so fierce that even 
when at rest the sweat in great drops fell from their 
reddened bodies. 
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C H A P T E R  IV. 

THE COVEXANT OF BLOOD. 

KETURAH,  standiug before the young warriors, 
with eyes sparkling from excitement, cheeks 

suffused with color from her exertions to reach the 
place of the encounter; and with her jeweled arm 
gracefully elevated above her head with the motion 
of command, was the embodin~ent of the highest type 
of lovelilless and majesty tliat the desert liosts could 
produce; and it had a thrilling effect upou all rho 
beheld her. As slie stood iu this attitude slie up- 
braided Bela for his con-ardice in attacliing a lone 
warrior of another tribe, with a troop of defenders at 
his owl1 baclr-a deed that would cause the meu of 
his tribe to blush with shame when hearing of it. 
This mas not the deed of a brave warrior, but the 
treachery of a skulking coward, afraid to meet his foe 
on equal grounds. 

The Midia~iite had not meant to do this; and nqw, 
seeing how i t  appeared to others, kept silent through 
shame. Receiving no answer, Ketrlrah continued : 

"And why should the desert vales be plunged into 

war, and the peace tliat lias lasted for centuries be so 
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rnthlessly destroyed? Know ye not that Amalek 
and Midian are brothers? For centuries they have 
roamed in tlie same flo~r1el.v vales, and over ttie same 
deqert sands. They hare exchanged wealth with each 
otlier, and on equal terms have associated in the camp 
and at tlie feast. Abraham and Arnalelc lived at 
peace, ancl exchanged gifts by their f l o n i ~ ~ gwells. 
Alld their children have ever shared tlie fields, the 
pabtures, the streams, and t l ~ e  wells; and why sliould 
war now cause them to destroy each other? 

"But if the yout~g xvarriors of tlie desert desire a 
use for their weapons, do they not lcuotv that a com-
mou foe is gradually encroacliing 11pon them? Who 
can fail to see how the grasping hand of Pharaoh is 
daily stretching nearer and nearer to the vely heart 
of Sinai? Since lie llas overthrown tlie Hittites, 
anct 113s com~assecl the patlis of the merchants with 
liis merciless armies, will he rest with Sinai free from 
his control? Nay! lie is even now adding to the 
companies of soldiers statiolied at  the emerald and -

turquoise mines, which mere wrested by his greed 
from the desert tribes to whom they belong. Let 
Midian and Amalel; unite, and, with one soul and o~le  
arm, drive the intruder back beyond the sea." 

Then fastening her thrilling gaze upon the two 
rivals, she said : 

"And when can this union be cons~~mmatedbetter 
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Kot far from where they stood v-as a spacious wady 
with a rich carpet of gra.5s covering the sloping sides 
of tlle enclosing mountains, and in it many springs 
and palm trees. Amal at  once directed their footsteps 
tllitlier. TVhen they reached the fountain, they sent 
messengers to the Bmaleliites in  Feiran, and also to 
the Midianites back of Horeb, summouing the eldem 
and youths of tlie various tribes to celebrate the cove- 
nant about to be entered into. Others were sent out 

to &?tiler tender lambs, sweet vegetables, luscious . 
fruits, and the finest cakes of meal, in order to feast 
upon them in llarrnony with each other. 

I n  a few hours, the hosts began to in obedi- 
ence to tlie strange summons. The names of the 
youtlisvere sufficient to command the attention of' 
their tribes, and the hosts mere not slow to respond. 
The Amalekites from Feiran were riding on horses 
of raven black color, shining ~ ~ i t h  the delicate polish 
of their smooth coats. The Midianites were riding 
on ~ l i i t e  horses, every one of which glistened as with 
the radiance of the sun. As they met in the valley, 
each boasted to the others of the matcliless qualities of 
his steed, and told of the intelligence and courage he 
had shown in the day of trial; and no one contra- 
dicted, for they lrnew that every horse in the valley was 

* 
worthy of praise. Tents mere also brought, for the 





"No tie is closer than that of blood brotherhood. 
It is closer than that of parent and chiltf, or of 
brother and sister, or of liusband and wife. I t  is 
the union of life, so that the life of tile one belongs to 
tile other, and is at all ti~iies at his disposal. I t  is a 
privilege to prove its claims, and with gladness of 
heart tlie one seeks the opportunity to sacrifice for the 
other. A violation of it, a carelessness in regard to 
its claims, or a forgetfi~lness of its existence, is a 
crilne so lieinous tliat it at once brands the guilty one 
as tile basest of 111anliind. H e  is looked upon as one 
1~110has lost all seif respect, honor, a d virtue. H e  
ia not fit to live, ancl tlie dogs should be unhindered 
ill gna\ving l i i j  bones. But to the one wlio is true to 

this covenant a11 men rentler praise ; his deeds are 
spolien of by the elders, and l ~ i s  chiltlreu rise up to 
call liinl blessed." 

Keturah now tool; a piece of reed which grew by 
tlie fountain, and cut it iuto two pieces, shnrpeniug 
one end of each, and blowing the pith out, so that 
they might serve as tubes. Then she took a small 
piece of linen, and cut it into t\vo pieces, and gnve a 
tribe nu(1 a piece of linen to each of the young men. 
T a l i i ~ ~ ghold of the right arm of the I\lidianite, she 
cut into it with the stone knife until the blood ap-
peared. Amal now put the sharpened end of his 





also, that every one who partook of the feast would, 
in a sense, be included in the consecration of the bond ; 
~vl~ile,1)y their presence at  this feast, the elders and 
warriors ratified the deed of their brother this day. 

When he had concluded, one of the elders of 
RIidian arose and made similar remarks, in which he 
referred to the receut success of Amal as not only 
~vinning the adlniration of his own people, but of all 
who linew the dangerous may to Serbal's lofty crown 
-the dangers of which so few were able to overcome, 
or, having orerconle, had returned sound enough i a  
body to boast of a coniplete triumph. Henceforth, 
Amal Ivas ~velcome in the tents of Midian ; and in  
the chase, the cararan, and the battlefield, vould be 
to them as their own. 

As the AIidianite concluded, the attention of all 
\\-as att~acted to a stranger, who suddenly appeared 
among them. 

The newcomer was a tall, majestic-1ool;ing man, 
one apparently formed to command, and full of 
vigor, though advanced in years. His  glistening 
eyes seemed to rend the thoughts of those before . 

him. H e  was clothed in the garb of a priest, but 
carried in his hand a shepherd's rod, the only weapon 
that be bore. 

The Amalekites mere surprised to see the profound 
interest and filial reverence with which the Midianites 

D 
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received him. The  maidens rejoiced in his coming ; 
and Iceturnh, r l ~ n n i ~ ~ gto him, took him by tlie 11a11ci 
and led 11ilnto tlie elders ~vliosat at  the I~eaclof tile 
feait. The)- ro.se to clo lliln l~onor,DUCInlnclc roo111 
for 11i1il a t  tlieir sicle, inviting him to 1)articip:tte \\ it11 
t l~eniin the feast of blood brotl~erl~ood. 

i\ ! i  F o r  a lllolnent liis keen glance \Tent from one to 

i ii another, until it rested upon A111a1and Bela, n-lion1 

1 lie saw nlarlietl wit11 t l ~ etolie11 of bloocl-hrotherllood.
1 ,i Lool<ingsteadily a t  them, 11eadclresscd tlienl in n~os t  
t i  fervid tones. He ,  too, recoontccl the obliy:~tion>of 

:F:' 'I 
tlieir vonT,then referred to the atlrnntages to be gninecl 

' I  by tile union of A n d e l i  ancl Jlidinn. B 3 11isipeecli 
17 i i  became n~oreearnest, he as-rimed tlie manner of a 

I <  

; prophet, and spoke as if the future lay unreiled 
before him. EIe told t l~emof the trnnlping of armies 

f urged on by love of conqneqt and thirst for glory ; of 
the treasrires piled up in the palaces of Egypt,  n hicll 

I 
i.' 

had bee11 nrullg out of the lives of the subject r~ations 
! about them; of tlie settliny upon men heciu-e 

!!i of tile iniqnity of th0.e in pon-er, and Ilow tlii, t11ir:t 
for glory and \vealth grem a3 tlie nation grew, and ./.t I 

' i  ' them tlfe union of a11 tlle nationj that o u g h t  tile 

1:
 equal rights of the people, ~ r l ~ obelievetl not iu  oppres-
sion, but in the enthronemeut of tlie trutll.$1
r ii 

1 



I n  still more thrilling tones, he told tlicm how tlie 
nations i11 tlie deserts could prepare a highway for the 
march of the redeemed host, from tlie oppressions of 
the Egyptiaus to the Paradise of God. 

As he concluded, his words were approved by a 
liearty response from the elders of both Arnalel; and 
Rlidiau ; and :is he sat down among them, the feast 
began. Bmal liad heard of tlie stranger, who l ~ a d  
nlarriec? the daugllter of Jethro, the priest of tlie 
Alidianites ; and he now gazed ,upon him with eager 
curiosity ; for in his actions tlie older men of Midian 
re-tetl their l~opes of  the glvry of their people. I t  
mas said that, in the days of his youth, Moses liad 
been the commander of the armies of Egypt;  that 
lie had been adopted by the daughter of Pharaoh, and 
n m recognized as heir to the throne. 

H e  was versed i11 all the wisdom of the priests, 
magicians, a11(1 pliiio~ophers of that wonderful land; 
but that on account of tlie oppressions of the bondmen 
in tliat land, Ile hacl given up a11 these privileges and 
honors, and liad fled to the mountains of Sinai, where, 
in solitude, tlie God of heaveii had taught him greater 
mysteries than all the priests of Egypt knew, and was 
preparing him to become the greatest of all kings. 

I t  was said that for a long time Je t l~ ro  llad been 
urging him to put himself at  the hend of tlie hosts of 
Midian, and Iead them on to glory; but Moses still 
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i 	 remained in the wilderness: s a ~ i n g  the time had not 


yet come, but that it was approaching, and would soon 

be here. 


A4il~alnow learned tllat it was fro111 hPoses KetumIl 
had received her idea5 as to the impending conflict in 
which the union of Amalek and Rlidiau ~vould advance 
the cause of the poor and tile opl~ressed. As the 11our 
advanced tlie camp-fires were renen-ed, until t l ~ e  ~ v l ~ o l e  
valley was illumi~iated by the huge flames. The 

1
1/, vuaag people, in groups, engnged in their lively 


games aroun(1 tlie camp-fires, while tlie late comers 

continuecl tlie feasting. 

i L i  
i 'i 	 Keturall was the Ilappie~t of the maidens, since all 
8 ,  
i ' 	 I~act been reconciled, and she joyf1111~- restored Hagar 
c 1 , L to her place as companion and confidant, and in tolie11 

thereof, now consigned Iier-smiling with delight as 
i she did so-to the care of the ~ a l i a n t  Amal. Hugar 

i 	 not only rejoiced in the pron~inence \\-llich this act 

2
i ;

I gave her, but also in ~vinni~ig his regard, n-hic11 she 
/ I 

I I 	 1101~coveted, since Bela and he were blood brothers. 

i': 	 T l ~ e  glowing countenances of the youtlls of the two 
races gave evitfeuce that the harmony was from the 
depths of their hearts. Radiant with llappiness, 
Keturah went from one group to another spealiingj i 	
words of welcome and cheer; and everywhere the 
brightness of her lovely countenance added grace and 
satisfaction to the scene. 

I: 


,K 
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I n  one place only jms there displayed a contrary 
spirit. This was when Keturah approached the group 
of which the proud Timila was the leader; and here, 
for the first time, the rival beauties of Amalek and 
Midian confronted each other. As Keturah came to 
them with beaming smiles, be:tutiful as the moon in 
its course amidst the stars, Tinlna drew her graceful 
form up to its extreme height, alld with her dark eyes 
flashing the fire of her awful hatred, her lips arched in 
deepest scorn, and n-it11 a meuace in the motion of 
her jeweled hand that could not be misunderstood, 
expressed the determination that, coxne what may, she 
mould yet have revenge 011 the woman who had stolen 
from her the heart of the noblest jouth of Amalek. 
Keturah was startled at the vindictive spirit of the 
beautiful Amalekite. She gazed into the angry face 
for a moment only, and then, 11-itllout uttering a word 
in reply, returned to the festive board. 

Moses liad withdrawn from the feast when the 
youths began their games, and with the good aislles 
of all, had returned to his mountain home. H e  left 
to others the pleasures of festive life-he chose to 
spend his time in the deep studies of the soul. As 
the mountain rose above the plains, so did his thoughts 
rise above the thoughts of the multitude. He mas 

seeking the understandiug of the m~stery of life alid 
death. 

I 

I 

I 
1 

I 

I 
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I 
Suddenly the crowds lingering at  the table were 


startled by a cry of agony but a sliort distance from 
,. 


- them, and as tliey loolied for tlie cause of it, tliey saw 


l a man rusliiug ~ i t l l  a11 liis might toward them do~vn 

one of the rugged ravines opening into the valley, 

i11i and coming tow~rct them. H e  did not pause i n  liis 

'1 * *  
' 1  in~petuous haste until he burat into the festive circle; 
a i then, beliolding the elders, he cast himself at  their 

feet, crying for mercy and protection. Koticiug the 

14 feasting still going on, he arose, rilslied to the table, 
I I grasped a cake of meal, t l~en  seizing sotue s:ilt, I 

sprinl~led the cake, ravenously ate it, and once niore 
cast hinlself at  the feet of tlie elders. Foocl anti 
water were now given him; and llis liunger appeasetl, 
be became calm, and lost the frigl~tened looli tllat n-as 
on his face when lie first came. Hi3 features i~~clicated 
that lie was all EgS.pti:tn, &id hi$ tattered ciothitlg 
was sucli as was morn by the Egjptian guards at  the 
turquoise mines. I t  was evident tli:tt he had ruqhecl 
tlirough t1iicl:ets of acacia lousl~es; for riot only had 
his clothing been torn by the tllorns, but liis body 
was badly scratched, and blood, dust, shreds of cloth, 
and broken thorns united to indicate the severity of 
the struggle tllrough ml~icli he had passed. 

Tlie news of his coming had spread among the 
people; and the festive groups left their pleasures to 1. 

crorvd about him, aud l a o w  tlie cause of Iii? distress. 



H e  was still eating ~v\.liea once more a commotion 
%as observed on the outer line of the camp-fires. A 
band of E g g t i a n  solcliers, \\ell armed, pressed their 
way into the presence of tlie elders, and demanded 
po.+e~sion of their prisoner. The insolence of the 
soldiers aroused the anger of the young men. Tliey 
immedi:ltely laid hold of their spears, and, ready for 
battle, surrounded the elders and the priaoner, point- 
ing tlieir spears to~varcl the intrutiing Egyptians. 
Seeing tlie spirit of the young rueii, the chief of tlie 
I\litli:tnites arose and said : 

'. Far  be it from us, 0 -e Egyptians ! to interfere 
betneen a priaoner and liis guards. Kor (10 me desire 
to liare the peace heretofure exi3ting between us de- 
stroj-ed ; but we cannot give up to you this nlan n-110 
clain~sour protection. H e  canie to us, and from our 
table has eaten bread a n i  salt-the bread and salt of 
t l ~ e  feast of blood brotherhood. H e  thus comnlands 
our protection-yea, the protection of every man who 
11as eaten at  t l~ i s  fe:~st, according to tile inviolable 
crlztom of all the desert tribes. 

" We Iillow not the natnre of his crime; but until 
he voluntarily leaves us, me can do him no harm, but 
must defend him from every foe. Tlierefore, 0 ye 
Egyptians ! hasten to your camp before the 1.as11ness 
of the j-oung men of Amalek and Midian breali forth 
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The Egyptians saw about them the angry faces of 
the men, and the shining of hundreds of spears; aud 
without further parley departed, cursing the custorns 
of the desert tribes, and vowing vengeance upon 
them. 

The prisoner, seeing he mas free, fell on his face 
and prayed. 



THE ESCAPED CAPTIVE. 

WHEX the Egyptian refugee arose from the 
attitude of prayer, he observed that the num- 

ber of men about liim had greatly increased ;and, in 
the flickering glare of the camp-fires, they appeared 
more like an encamped army than peaceful tribes at 
a social feast. They were excited to an uliusual 
degree. The threats and ilisolellce of the Egyptian 
soldiers had struck at their sense of freedom. For  
these intruders to assert that they had no right to 
observe the customs which their fathers from the 
most remote ages had beeu careful to honor, was a 
declaration so absurd that o ~ l y  a feeling of contempt 
for tliem could have prompted it. The display of 
such a feeling they earnestly resented. They paid 
tribute to Pharaoh ; but in return their lands mere 
held inviolable, aud they mere protected in their 
routes of caravan travel. No one, not even an 
Egyptian, had the right to encroach upon their 
privileges; and the news of such a threat flew like 
wind over the mountains and into the vales, until 
every camp was in commotion. Naturally, they were 
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! antagonistic to t l ~ eEg>-ptiaas; and they Ilated, n-ith 
1 

ii 
'i' all tlle bitterness of t11eir liberty-loring spirit, the 

power tllat liept tlie pri~oiiersat  the emerald ail(] tur-
quoise nlines in sucll abject bondage. Tile E g p t i a n s ,  
h n o ~ ~ i n gtlri;;, were compelled to lieep con-tar~tly 
stationed at  those mines a large body of guard2 to 
prevent frequent insurrections. 

The  cl~iefof tlle BIidianites, with a motion of his 
l~aiidcon~niandil~gsilence, thus adtlre>sed the refugee : 

( (  0 stra~lger! n 110 liast penetratecl our vales, and 

l ~ a s tpartal;el~ of our feast, fear i~otlliiig! W e  nil1 

ji defend tl~ee,even \\it11 our lives; for we llold it to be + 

;I! dishoiiornble to forsake olic 11-110 has brolie11 Lrcud 
'1 * 

: I  and eatell salt n it11 us. Tell us, y e  pray tlree, ~ ~ l t o m  

j -
t l ~ o uart, au(1 how tliou dictst find t11y nay illto this 
reniote vale '!" 

,! Encoriraged by the friendliness of the faces turned 

+ t  tonarcis him, n i t l ~ o u tfear or lie~itatiun,the ~ n a n  

it! i '-110-t 11oL1e chieftain, and ye valiant n ~ e nof tile 
clesert, I am Kelil;ei~e~,a priest of the l~ouceof Seti. 
I nas  so unfortui?nte as to incr~rthe cli-plea-ure of 
tlie chief priest of our temple, a ~ i dby false accu-a-
tions to be tllrri-t out from niy potition by the 
governor of our cli-trict, :tild se l~ tto labor in tlle 

copper nlines of Ta J1af ha. If r e  will hare  uatience 



can then judge if ye have done well in rescuing me 
fiom my pursuers." 

A mat was now placed on the ground for him, and 
while the people rangecl tliemselves about him, main- 
taining a solemn stillness, Kenkenes sat down on the 
mat. After a moment of silence, in which to e t h e r  
the threads of llis memory, he said: 

" I n  the house of Seti, on the western bank of the 
Kile, opposite the palaces of the great Pharaohs, I 
passed my boyhood; being tminecl in the school of 
the priests to understancl tlie mysteries which were 
only to be revealecl to those who were of proper birth 
axicl education, and by their purity of life, and strength 
of intellect ~ho~vecl themselves to be wortlly. With 
me from the beginning was the noble Shafre, who 
came of a family as honorable as my own. From 
earlied clrildlioocl are were inseparable companions. 

"Entering the University of &ti together, we sat 
side by side as me learned our tasks, and imbibed 
wisdom from our teachers. When the time of our 
probation ended, we entered the house of Seti together 
as priests, to receive the revelation of the mysteries. 
O ~ i rhearts rejoiced in the possession of perfect happi- 
ness, for we had never known secrecy or disobedience, 
except so far as to keep secret the revelations of our 
temple, aud to be disobedient to the temptations thrust 

* 
before us to entice us into evil. We possessed the 



confidence of our superiors, and were rapidly advanced 
until special privileges were granted us, such as were 
given only to those who were the favorites of the 
gods. 

((Every morning and evening n-e came out of the 
high enclosii~g walls of the temple, n-ith our fellow 
priests, and sang hymns of praise, as the course of the 
sun reminded us of the life of man. 1711en the sun 
rose over the temples of Thebes, we sang the praises 
of the child Horus. When the sun stood over the 
Kile, we sang to the hero Ra, ~ ~ 1 1 0coilquered the scr- 
pent Uraeus for his diadem; then, as the sun nent 
down over the city of the dead, back of our temple, 
we sang to Turn the old man. At this time all the 
people visiting the city of the dead were required to 
return to their boats, or to the inns ;for now all voices 
were to be hushed. Even tlle ferryman oil the river 
could chant no more until we came out in the eai.ly 
morn, and awakened the spirit of day by our moriling 
song. We were often sent among the people to pray 
for them, or to give to them such comfort as their 
gifts to our temple entitled them to receive. 

"We had been on such a missioa, and as we re- 
turned to the landing place where our boat . tva 
anchored, n-e felt the severity of Sechet's influence. 
This daughter of Ra-xvith the head of a lioness, and 
the body of the serpent Uraeus-was driving her 



chariot oyer the sky, and arousing in our hearts such 
passions and thirst for pleasure as were unknown 
within the (901 precincts of our sacred temple. We 
therefore hadelled our return, and were soon swiftly 
gliding over the intervening waters of the Nile. 

"There were many boats upon the river, merchants 
conveying their wares ; ~~~orshiperson their way to the 
temples ;nlourners going to the tombs ;pleasure par-
ties singing their gay songs ; and officers attending b 
the affairs of the kingdom. lire mere suddenly 
horror stricken to see a boat filled with gay revelers, 
and swiftly propelled by strong armed slaves, run 
into a smaller boat in which there were two maidens, 
and an aged slave as oarsman. 

" \lTlien the largz boat crashed upon the smaller, it 
brolie it in half and drove it beneath the waves. SO 
heartless were the revelers, that they did not stop to 
Fee ~vliat da~nage they liad done, flut swiftly pressed 
on their Kay. lire turned our boat toward the victims, 
and in a few second? after the accident had drawn the 
allnost drowned maidens into our boat. But their slave 
was not to be seeu : he had snnlr beneath the waters. 
Letting the oars rest, me gave our attention to restor- 
ing the maidens to animation. We \yere soon rewarded 
by seeing them open their eyes and observe what was 
taking place about them. Telling us where their 
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was by the side of the river, and gave them in charge 

of the alaves of tlieir palace. 
( (As we returned, I beheld a strange light in tile 

eyes of my co~npanion, and in tone3 of awe he declared 
t l ~ n t  tile n~aiden \rlro~ll lie had restored to consciou-]less 
was surely one of the Hatliors-that is, one of the 
seven forms in ~rhich Isis appears to her rrorahipers, 
bearing a3 her gift all tlie pure joys of life, benatifyilig 
it with enjoy nlent, love, song, and clance. The maiden 
who had so strangely affected him mas tlie bond slave 
of the other. She \\.as of medium height, ~rit11 a clear, 
crealuy colnplexion, large brown eyes, and hair of long, 
fine silliy curls. S l ~ e  was, indeed, beautiful, and Isis 
woultl have blessed her, but she was a Hebrem ; andI s  

I '  6 

I-, all the Hebrews, except the most degraded, steadily 
turned from the gods of Egypt to worahip the God

i 
' i i 	 of tlieir fathers. Katuti, the maiden whom I reqtored, 

and the miqtress of the other, was of one of tlie noblest 
families in Egypt, and her offeri~~gs upon tlie altar of 
our temples had been of great value. Slie nrged 11s 
to visit her mansion ant1 teach her a Fong of pmize to 
the gods for her deliverance from death, and me coulti 
not refuze her meet  and tender pleadings. 

"From thij  day fort11 Sliafre was a cilanged man. 
Hi3 couversations were only about the bond slave, allcl 

it seemed as if his prie-tly vows mere no lollger sacred 

in  his sight. Tirzah, the slave, seemed to be entirely 



unconscious of tlie impres-ion she had made, and 
Sl~afre liad not -o far Ioqt Iii, leason but that he could 
see the con,-eqi~ence> of hi:, mat1 pas-ion were it dis- 
corertd by the liigl~ prie,t. Tirzali was of a noble 
family. She could trace her ancestry to the most 
al~cie~ittimes ; aud she liad the proud spirit of a 
1,rincesi. While she served her n~istresj tvith all 
fidelity, she carefully maintained a pure life, and by 
coil-t :~~~tstiidy of such writings as mere ~ritliin her 
rencl~. i~l~provetl the quality and capacity of her mincl. 

'' 11-e soon di-corered that -lie could asli us mauy 
queqtions mllicli we could uot ansn-er, but led ns to 
asli lier questions wliicli dealt with tlie rnyiteries of 
the fait11 of the Egyptians, nhen, to our surprise, \re 
received answers t~hicli made clear to us mauy myste- 
ries, and renloved from our eyes the veil that had 
kept u; from discerni~~g their spiritual interpretation. 
Thus q-e, initiated priests, sat at  the footstool of a 
slar-e girl and lenr~ied the trnth. W e  leariled tllat 
there ~ 3 3otily the one Supreme Being, the Almighty, 
n-ho created the heavens and the earth ; and that all 
the forces of the earth and forms of life are but instru- 
ments ill his hands for c a r l ~ i n g  forward the morli of 
his cl-eatiug. TVc learne(1 that all the sigus and fitrms 
~~orsh ipedhy the people, the observance of wl~icli is 

+ so strictly enforced by the priesthood, are ouly repre- 
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spiritual; for it is the spirit of man in communion 
~v i th  tlie spirit of the liviug and eternal God. To  me 
such 1;nonrledge was over~~~helming.I seemed at 
one bound to pass from the depths of soul boudage 
to the heights of soul freedom, and in everything I 
beheld the hand of God. I became as anxious to 
meet Tirzah as was Sliafre, but from an elltirely 
differeut motive. 

" I n  the iutoxication of our souls, we forgot prudence. 
TVe were observed by the servants of the high priest. 

of the most collfidel~tial character, were heard, written 
down, and carried to the high priest. Aud when we 
were the most insensible to the danger threatening us, 
we were called before the assembled priesthood, our 
conversatio~~s me were were read before them all, and 
driven out of the temple, stripped of our griectly robes, 
clotllecl in the garb of malefacfors, loaded with chains, 
and placed in dark, noisome prison cells. After many 
days m-e were led out of prison, and then me learned 
from the conversations of our guards that we mere 
condemned to labor as lollg as me should live, in tlie 
mines of JIaf1;at. 

"It was a weary march to the road leading out of 
Egypt into the wilderness, and as we passed aloug, the 
rattling of our chains and the crack of our guard's 

I 



AYAL, THE A3IdLEKITE. 65 

nliip caused the people ~ v h o  crowded the roadside to 
see us, to gaze upon us with unspeal;able horror. 
T l ~ c ume passed do~vn the Eastern shore of the Sea 
of Iteeds to tlie plain of E l  R1arl;ha. This was a 
dreary, desolate waste of sand, with a long white 
ridge of chalk hills on the one side, and the sea, with 
its mi-ty blue-green waves on the other. Oh, how 
great was the change to us, who had never before 
l i110~~nant or snffering ! The drinking water was 
I )~cl ; ia l~,a ~ i d  of that there was only one small spring. 
Ko  life cor~ld be seen, except a few lizards or stray sea 
bird=, and the heart-broken captives and the brutal 
guards. Here we remained only long enough to have 
our burdens rearranged, and then me enteretl the 
mountain cleft leading to the mines. There was no 
cliance of escape from such a place. There were 
soldiers in front of us and soldiers behind us, every 
one of them armed with dagger, battle axe, shield, 
and lance, and nothing ~vould have pleased them more 
than to use their rveapons on some poor, fainting 
captive. 

L C  TITe were stripped of all clotl~ing, being allolrre\l 

only a rag about our loins, and were all chained 
together, each man having a copper chain riveted 
around hi5 anl;les, and con~lected with the maill chaia. 
Upon our shoulders mere placed burdells as heavy as 
we could bear, and beneath which it reqnired all our 

E 








"But hope came back to us as we saw Inore of the 
mountains, and we deternliued to escape, if pos,ible, 
either together or alone, I f  alone, tile one first sue-

cessful to seek the liberati011 of tile otlier. Ouly 
three days ago my opportunity came. My guard led 
rlle into a ravine of tlie ellcircling moul~tai~i to carry 
back a load of charcoal. I watched his movements, 
a l ~ d  when he was lead expecting resistallce I sprung 
upou him, dashed him to tlie ground, bouud liiul with 
the chains wllicl~ I brolie from my aukles, put upon 
hiti1 111y rags, and, clotliiug myself ill his gnrmelits, 
left llim there a l ~ dfled. The go& ciirected my steps 
to your hospitable feast, a i d  I an: at  your mercy. 

"Oh, how sweet the sense of liberty is ! How 
terrible is boliclage ! I all1 free ! die before I ~ ~ i 1 1  
being made a slave again ; and 1 1 0 ~ ~lny freedom shall 
be consecrated to redeeming the pledge to secure the 
liberty of my friend." 

As Kenkenes ceased, the youths about him mani- 
fested great excitement, and Amal and Bela sprung to 
his side, d e c l a r i ~ ~ ~  that they woulcl aid him, as hia 01~11 

blood brothers. 
With shouts of approval the liidianites and Anla- 

lekites clustered about them, and then threw tllernselves 
on the g m s  by the camp-fires, to sleep until the 
coming dawn. 





I n  the mean time, Icenkenes vas  recen-ed in the . 
camps of the Midianites as a welcome guest. Beh  
freelv ackno\vledrred him as his own snecial friend. 
I n  the 31idianite c'amp, ZCenkeries liearcl nlucll of a 
highly-esteemed old man, whose name called to his 
remembrance a name he had hearcl spoken in the halls 
of Seti. It was tlie name of one ~vho \'as tlle most 
gifted in intellect of all ~vho hacl been instructed 
in the temple. H e  was supposecl to be the Eon 
of Pharaoh's daughter, ancl as the heir to the throne, 
hacl received the mod exalted honors froin all. But 
in some m~-sterious \~-:-ny he was prored to be the 
chilcl of a Hebrew woman, and liad only been adoptecl 

i ,  	 by the princeqs. I n  consequence of thi.; discovery he 
hail been cast out of the court, and 11nd cli.-appeared I: 	 so effectually that no one knew whither he had gone. 

t 
,Ii 3lany songlit his supposecl llidirrg place, tiint they 
a might put him to death ; but he was not to be found. 

As time passed on, those' ~ ~ 1 1 0  over-had sought llis 
t h r o ~ ~ -clied, and his name became a matter of traclition, 
save to a few of the oldeqt priests, \~-11o in their 
youthful days hacl known him, ancl loved him, and 
still kept his name in loving remembrance. 

ICenkenes \\-asfilled with the desire to see this won- 
derful man-if, indeed, it was tlie one of ~ ~ h o m  tradi-
tion spoke-who had steppecl from the loftiest seat in 
the palaces of Egypt, to the remote mountains of Sinai, 





the camels delighted to feed, and in others vere 
great stretches of vegetation on which large flocks of 
sheep and goats were feeding. 

The atmosl>here was clear, and redolent n it11 the 
perfumes of the fragrant herbs ; the beautiful blue sky 
overhead, by contrast, made the mountains appear the 
grander, and Icenkenes felt as never before that there 
\!-as a harmony- in all the works of nature which dis- 

f i *  They had to a ~~e rdan t  1: : come plain upon the lope 
of the mountain, when the:- beheld all about them 
large flocks; and in the midst of the flocBs, in the 

$1': attitude of deep meditation, stood the majestic form 
I , .  

of the Inan nrhom they TITere seeking. j / H e  seemed utterly unconscious of tllcir approncll, 
, 	f 

i 

! and so devout was his manner, so intense his thonght, 
, \ a  

.1 	 : that, unable to approach him from am-e, they stood 
1 at a short distance and gazed upon him in surprise 

1- and admiration. Suddenly, as if awal<ened out of a 

$ trance, 1Iose.s looked up, and gazed with a fixed 
x- earilestness toward the top of the mountain. Then,
!$ with a startled expression, rapidly ~t-allied t o ~ a r d  the$
4 rocks and bushes bordering the mountaill side of the 
4 pastures. 
$ The two young men noiselessly followed. As they 
i 

F came nearer they beheld that which caused Eela to 
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prostrate himself on the ground, but Kenkenes gazed 
upon it with increasing astonishment. After a fe~v 
moinents he looked toward Eela, and saw that he had 
retired from the place ; then Kenkenes felt the thrill 
of being alone with JIoses, and a witness of the reve- 
lation of God. His heart beat wildly with expecta- 
tion. The thought of fear did not occur to him. 
The greatest desire of his soul was to know God. H e  
looked and listened eagerly, and this is what he saw 
and heard : 

Over the roclcy hillside grew the spreading thorn 
bushes peculiar to that mountain. One of these 
seemed to be enveloped in flame. From the roots to 
stem, and every branch, the fire seemed to glow and 
sliiiie, and yet the branches mere not consumed. 

Tlle fire seenlecl to play upon the spot with wonder- 
ful brilliancy. Moses stood ~vatching its forked 
tongues for several minutes, but no change came to 
the bush. H e  was about to go nearer to it to see how 
this could be, when from the midst of the flame came 
a voice calling his name. 

Filled with astonishment, Moses answered : 
"Here am I." (Ex. 6 :3.) 
The voice from the flame then said : 
"Draw not nigh hither :put off thy shoes from off 

thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
ground. I am the God of thy father, the God 
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humility, the natural outcome of forty years of medi 
tation, in the presence of God, forgot his ambition, his 
dream of leadership, his thirst for glory, and from the 
depths of his meeknes replied to this, the grandest 
call ever given to man to go forward to earthly 
glory : 

(' Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and 
that I shonlcl bring forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt '? " 

"Certainly, I will be with thee," the voice replied ; 
"and this shall be the tokm unto thee, that I have 
sent thee ; when thou hast bronght forth the people 
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain." 

Again tllcre as silence ; and Aloses, his voice 
trenlbling n itli enlotion, swa-ed by a n~ultitude of 
tllo~gllt~-fuil of faith ill God-yet like a skillful 
le:ider, careful not to err, wit11 tlie boldness of a seelrer 
of t l~e  right, as1;etl : 

"Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, the God of your Fathers hath 
sent me unto vou: and tliev shall sav to me. What is 

Kenl<enes: now trembling in every limb, his lieart 
beating wildly within him-for the questiou that had 
troubled his soul so much was now asked-not as he 
liad hoped, by himself of Moses, but by Moses of 
God. What ~ o u l d  the answer be? To Moses only 
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came clear and distinct, \vith an erupllasis that was 
startling in its intensity : 

" I An1 that 1An1 : Tllus sllalt tllou say unto tlie 
cilildren of Israel, I Am llntli sent rile unto J-ou. Tlius 
slralt thou say unto tlie children of Israel, The  Lord, 
tlie God of your fathel.~, the God of dbralialn, tile God 
of Isaac, tlie God of Jacob, hatli sent me unto you: 
Tltis is lily name forever, and tliis is nly nlemorial 
unto all generations. Go, aucl gather the elders of 
Izrael together, and say unto tllem, The Lord, tlie God 
of your fathers, the God of ,&brallam, of I a a a ~ ,  a11d of 
Jacob, 113th appeared unto me, saying, I liave surely 
viaited ~7011,a l ~ d  seen tllat \\hicll is done to you in 
E g ~ p t: and I liave said, 1will bring you up out of 
the affliction of Egypt u ~ l t o  tlte land of tlie Canaanite, 
and tlie Hittite, alid ,ialorite, and the Perizzite. n~ltl 
the Hivite, allti the Jebusite, unto a 1a11cl flo~viilg \\-it11 
niill; and Iioney. And they sllall hearken to tliy 
voice: and thou shalt come, thou and tlle elders of 
Israel, u i ~ t o  the l<ing of Egypt, and ye ~11311 say u ~ l t o  
him, The  Lord, the God of the Hebretvs, Ilath met 
with us : and now let us go, we pray tlree, three days' 
journey into tlte n ilderness, tliat we may sacrifice to 
the Lord our God. And I k~lorn tliat tlie Icing of 
Egypt  will not give you leu\-e to go, 110, nut by a 

n~igllty hand. A I I ~I rvill put forth nly Iiand, and 
smite Egjpt with all my n-onders, ~vliich I will do  in 
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the midst thereof: aud after that he will let you go. 
And I will give this people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians : and it s l~al l  come to pass, that, when ye 
go, ye shall not go empty: but every womau shall 

autl ye ,illall put thein upon your sons, aud upon your 
daughters; aud ye shall spoil the Egyptians." Thus 
clearly and explicitly God declared to Noses how 
events sliorlld follow each other. But lloses, with 
lirl~l~nnhesitancy in that hour, remembered the un- 
grutefuluess of the Israelite when he had slain the 
Egyptian, and t!~eir stupidity tljrougli continued 
boldage, and speaking to God as to a man, he said : 

"But, behold, tliey will not believe me, nor hearken 
unto my yoice : for they mill say, The Lord liath not 
appeared unto thee." 

For  a momelit there mas silence, but the flame 
glen-ed wit11 its fiery brightness, twirling from branch 
to branch, yet coilsutui~lg it not. Rioses stood with 
liis head bowed, and his eyes not daring to look 
upnard, his soul troubled by the voice. -

Again the voice came to Iiiln : 
"What is that in thine hand ?"  
"A rod," Moses answered. 
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curling itself, darted forth its tongue, and appeared 
about to spring upon Moses, aud he ran to one side to 
escape its blow. But the voice agaiu comman<led :

? 

"Put  forth thine hand, and take it by tlie tail." 
i 

4: AIoses did not hesitate, but matching liis oppor-


8 tunity, seized hold of its tail, and as he did so the 

, Pr j,, 
i serpent was the rod once more. 


5 Again the voice commanded : 

I S 
I( " P u t  now thine har~d into thy bosom." 
1; Aloses did so; then taking it out he saw that it was 

i!< leprous, and as white as snow. 
The voice t l~eu  said :i:-

fit " P u t  tliine hand iuto thy bosom again." 
I:( * 3Ioses clid so, and taking it out found it just as it 

had beell at  first. 

Then the voice said to Iiim :1:; 
"Do this that they may believe that tlie Lord, the 

t i ,

I : God of their fatliers, tlie God of Abraham, tile God 
1 ;  ,-	 of Isaac, and tlie God of Jacob hath appeared unto 

thee. And it shall come to pass, if they will not be- 
lieve thee, neither h~nrlcen to the voice of the first 
sign, tliat they n ill believe the voice of the latter sign. \ 

And it shall come to pass, if they n-ill not believe even 
these two signs, neither liearlien uuto thy voice, that 
thou sllalt talce of the water of the river, and pour it I 
upon the dry land : and the water which thou takest , 

out of the river shall become blood upon the dry laud." / 
i 
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he will be glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak 
unto him, and put the IF-ords in his mouth ;and I ~t-ill 
be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and Iwill teach 
you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokes- 
man unto the people; and it shall come to pass, that 
he shall be to thee a mouth, ancl thou shalt be to him 

I 11'L as God. And thou shalt take in thine hancl this rod, r 

j i  ~vherewith thou shalt do t1.c signs." 


!4 The voice ceaced ; the flames sudclenly disappeared 

E "  
i: from the bush ;and as the astonished ~~~itnesse, 
looked 

upon it, they saw only the spreading branches of the 3 

j 4 acacia, covered with \t-hite thorns j ~ b t  like the other 
~j thorn bushes on the mountain. Moses prostrated ' 

himself on the ground in humble submission and 
1 4  

t in prayer, while Kcnlienes noiseles3ly retired from 
, 	 the sacred place, knowing low bejond all donbt 


that Moses could satisfy the questio~iings of his heart; 

for he had seen tlle sj-mbol of God's presence, artd 


! 1 
had heard Moses ask questions of God. I n  the 
lower end of the pastures he met Bela, who 11-as not 
astonished to see the blanched facc of the Egyptian, 1who had seen a revelation such as had never been 
witnessed in tenlples made by hand. 





Eadesh to see the caravan; then to return and tell 
their companions of its TI-onclerful size and ralne. 

A n a l  T T - ~ Scommissioned by his tribc to take a herd 
of their choicest cattle, horses, and asse., and join the 
caravan ; for the rich men of Egypt paid large prices 
for the pure thoroughbred stock of the hmaleliitcs. 
A number of the Amalekite youths went with these 
animals to care for them, ancl thus enjoyed the 
~vonders of E g ~ p t .  Bela and his companions w-110 
had been with tlle previons caravan to the far East, 
n o ~ v  gathered their stores of ornamentr, cloths, ,spices, 
and desert treasures, arlci started for tlle general 
renden-ous. Jloses, too, came out of liis solitucle, aild 
going to his father-in-law, the vc~lerable pricbt of 
Midian, said to him : 

"Let me go, I pray thee, and rctnrn unto nly 
brethren, ~vhich are in Egypt, and see whether they 
be yet alive." (Ex. 4 :18.) 

The aged priest laid his hantls on the head of the 
suppliant, and blessecl liirn, as he had already ble;sed 
Bela and his troop, and said : 

('Go in peace." 
As Jloses on his way passed by Horeb, the convio-

tion of his being called to the leacler~llip of Israel 
pressed heavily upon liinl. lIis blood xas  stirreti 
within him, as it had not been clnri~lg the forty years 
he had livecl in the desert of Sinai. ,Is the memory 
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of martial life came over him, he shook off the medi-
tative habits of his solitude, and felt awakening in him 
a resolute spirit that would enable him to stand before 
kings and magicians, and defy them in the name of 
the living God. 

He entered into one of the ravines of the mountain, 
oilce more to seek God in prayer. While there he 
h a r d  footstep approaching. His quick perception 
told him that it \\-as the step of one unacc~~tomeclto 
climbing mountains, and at once he felt in his heart, 
" I t  is Aaron, 1vhom the Lord has sent to meet me 
here." JIoses arose, and stood by the path, awaiting 
the stranger's approach. As the venerable Aaron 
appeared, Xoses spread \vide his arms to receive him. 
Aaron, sceing his brother thus awaiting him, with an 
expression of gratitude to God, fell upon his bosom, 
and in loving embrace the two brothers felt, after 

shade of the acacias, they related to each other the 
signs which they had received from God, and the u 

words with which God had called each to his work. 
3lo.ses eagerly listened as Aaron informed him 

minutely of the condition of Israel, and of the burdens 

to their minds; and because of their advanad age 



they voulld doubtless be unable to assist their brethren, 
or accomplish God's command, unless the work was 
begun at once. 

Hearing the noise of trumpets in the distance, they 
descended the ravine to the foot of the mountain, and 
there joined the company of RIidianites ~~ l i i c l i  I\-as on 
its n-ay to unite ~ ~ i t h  I t  was the caravan at Kadesli. 
no light duty to direct so large a number of travelers; 
but 3Ioses had 110 fears when lie saw at the head of tlie 
train his brother-in-law Hobab, the keenest-eyed scout 
and guide of the peninsnla. H e  kne~v all tlle foun- 
taim, lvatel-courses, pal111 groves, honey-dripping rock 
clefts, pastures, and at a glauce at the pathmay could 
tell tlie number that had pa.sec1 along it, and the race 
to \\-hicl~ they belonged. TTTitll such a guide they 

1 
I 

vent for\\-ard, and the more securely because the host 
were cautioned not to reveal tlie nanlcs or the purposes 
of the tn*o aged men accompanying them. 

I n  due time they reached the gathering place, in an 
imlnense fertile tract, IT here the main thorongllfares of 
the deserts cross each other, a little to one side of the 
fomltains of Kadesh with their strongl>--fortified nat- 

I 

ural surroundings, ~vhicl~ were the pride of the clesert 
tribes. All about tlie fountains were stretched the 
tents of the great caravan, ~ ~ - i t h  liundrcds of camels, 

1 

horses, asses, and the men of numerous tribes bringing i -

to Egypt the product of many nations. I n  a few days 1 -
i 
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all the neighboring bands were assembled, and assigned 
their places iu the caravan. Then those who were to 
return to Sinai bade their brothers farewell, aud the 
great host n~oved slol~ly forward. 

The young men regarded Moses and Aaron as 
wonderfiil characters. They were of an age which 
always commanded respect iu the desert, but they 
were also men of great wi~doni, and t l ~ e  youths sougilt 
their presence to learn from them. When tile cara- 
van came to the el~d of the day's jour~~ey,  groups 
clustered about Aaron, while he told them of the aon- 
derful splendor to be seen in the cities of t l ~ e  land 
tiley were approaching. 

Saron was an eloquent lnan, and having passed his 
entire life in t l ~ e  prese~lce of Egyptiau grandeur, was 
well qualified to describe it to his eager lizteners.4 

all were seated about liim in silence, and Moses 
was sitting by 11is side, he said : 

" Egyptian magnificence surpasses everything else- 
wilere k n o ~ ~ n  All the natious or po~sessetl hy men. 
bordering lier territories are either subject to Pharaoh, 
or are careful to remain on friendly terms a i th  liim 
by frequently sending him costly gifts. 

" In  mar, the tread of Egypt's armies has been 
heard from the sources of the Nile to the border of 
the Euphrates. Even the great nation of the Hit-
tites, beyond the land of the Canaauites, mas corn-



pelled to jield to tlieir power. At home, sple~ldor 

alld luxury dwell in lier palaces, wliile her mouu-
mel~ts arld obelisks display the power and enterprise 
of ller kings. Tlie river Kile is her glory. I t s  

waters, for five months cluring the hot season, spread 
plenty and luxury tlirougl~out t l ~ e  valley that border3 
it. Her  many waters teem with life, wliile tlie I)!ack 
soil of the wide plaiu on eitlier side of the floniug 
streams yield the most a b u ~ ~ d a ~ i t  crops, and seem as 
the gardens of the gods in contraqt nit11 the desert 
wastes which stretch betn-een the S i le  a~itl  Reti Sen 
on tlle one side, and to the westen] horizon on tile 
other. 

"The banlis of the stream are liued with pnp!-rllg 
reeds, and the lotus floats on tlie waters. Tile lalld-

scape is dotted nith groves and gardens, n-l~ile in tlie 
palare gardens artificial 1al;ej. filled with water froln 
the Sile, support gold arid silver carp, and by nnmer- 
ous little cn11a1s spread fertility and nourisl~~ueut on 
every hand. 

"Nolvhere on earth do men more thoroughly exijoy 
the mere pleasure of existence; for tlie buoyancy of 
the climate gives one the spirit of gayety and content- 
ment. T l~ere  is no moisture in tlie atlnoqpl~ere to 
interfere with perfect isi ion, alid a11 objects in nature 

d 
stand out clearl- ancl accurately before tlie spectator. 
The skies are a perpetnal blue, tlie sun courses its way 
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in cloudless majesty, and in the evening goes down 
in a sea of golden glory. At  night the splendor of 
tlle heavens enraptures the vise men. The stars in 
rn?-rinds stand out so brilliantly-each one seeming 
to burn with its glorious light-that the roofs of 

towers and temples are occupied night after night by 
t1lo.e \rho in the motion of the stars behold the finger 
of God. Tlle moon, like a matchless queen, sails on 
her course among the stars, giving to tile brighteat of 
tl~ern her oEn illuminating splendor. Nature has 
indeed done her best to provide this fair land with all 
that is beautiful and helpful to the enjoyment of her 

Moses, now taking advantage of a pause in Aaron's 
description, said : 

"Yea, my brotlier, nature has made Egypt a land 
to be a blessing to mankind ; but her kings, not satis- 
fied with this, have sought to stifle the liberties of the 
pc-ople, and by severe toil to malie their lives a 
ci~rse." 

" I t  is even so," Aaron replied. "And now, as the 
nigllt is comi~lg on, let us  seek our rest, and at  to- 
morrow's camping-place we will speak again of the 
wonders of man's hands." 

At the close of tile next day's journey the young 
Nidianites again clustered about the aged men, desir- 
ine to know still nlore of the ~ lor ies  of the land of 

I 

I 


* 3 
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Egypt. Seeillg their deep iiltere~t, Aaroii's eyes 
lighted u p  \ ~ i t l i  i11cre:lsing fervor, as lie said : 

' .A gloriou3 lalld it is \\-it11 its tenlple-, pylainids, 

obelisl;s, cololl~i:ldeq, palaces, tombs, nail;, lakes, aud 
canals. Out  of the mists of the ages tlie p j ra~i l ids  arise 
to tell tile glory o'f her ancient nloiiarclls. Bud each 

soccteding Pharaoh has sougllt, by spleiidid ~vorlcs of 
art, or of arcllitecture, or by vast public improvements, 
to distiuguish himself more tlian did ally of liis fathers. 

I _ Even cities linve caugl~t  this spirit uiltil Tliebes, Xlenl- 1{: pliis, tlie City of the Sun, and Zonn, eacli clainls to be i9 

Isuperior to tlie others. Tllebes is surrounded by a 
41'
e n~iglttj- ~ m l l  with a Ilondreti gates. JTllen Pllnraoll 

A '  


calls for liis army, out of each of these gates t l~ere  
goes forth two Iiuntlred inen u it11 11orses a i d  cliariots. 

i l i 
Here  are great builciings erected to tlie Iioac~r of 

t r 

1 RIeneph ant1 Ramezes. O n  tlie left of tlie steps lead- 
< { >  i i ~ gto tile Rninesion, stands a granite statue of R:in~e- 

I 	 ses, cut out of a single stone from the granite quarries 
of Syene, 1~1iere i t  as peifectly dressed and poli-lied, 
and by the labor of tllotieands of' met1 bronglit to this 
place aud erected. I t  is nine times the size of an 
ordinary man, and its \reiglit is that of nine tliousai~d \ 
men. 

statues, carved out of tlie coarse, harcl breccia of tlie 
Mol~attan hills. They are more tlian eight tinles the 
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picture ~vr i t i l~g,  surmoullted by capitnls of different 

f . 

j 

i

11 
I
i i 

ti
:! 

-

'.But these temples, when unadornecl by the multi- 
tude of serving priests and ~ ~ o r s l i i p i a g  people, are ouly 
as t l ~ e  bare branches of trees. \Then t l ~ e  temples are 
cronded n-it11 \voraiiipers, tliey are like trees in full 
foliage, and heavily laden wit11 the mast beautiful 
fruit. The spectacle of one of t i ~ e ~ etemples on a 

festive occasion call Iievcr he forgotten. S o  language 
call adequately describe it5 niagnificence, or tlie mag- 
uitude of the pageants in wliich tlie ~j-ealtli, c~llture, 

pride, and devotion of the entire liingdom are mani- 
fe-ted. 

"But now I call say no more ; yet the da>- is corning 
rrl~eli tlie cities of tlie distant Eaat, from m-hence this 

, 

1 ' 

1 

i 

i t s  

I 

f 4 
i'2: 

t 

caravrtn started, n ill rernelliber that they \\-ere old 
\\lien E c p t  was youug, aritl they nil1 renew the 
spirit of their J-outh auci build rrnlls arid palaces 
grenter than those of Egypt, and sencl niiglity arniics 
who will spread their tents at the foot of tlie pyramids, 
and all Egypt shall wail because of her fall." 

TTiien Aaron ceased speaking, tlie youllg men mith- 
drew one by one to their tents. 

r 

i

i 





tions, eager though lie was to hear of the City of 
the Sun. 

A t  the nest encampmeat the youths again gathered 
about Aaron to hear of the famous city. When all 
were silent, he began by saying : "The City of the 
Stun faces the river Kile, and its gates are distant from 
the rirer half an hour's ride. The aveiiue from the 
river to the city is lined ~vitli the most gorgeous 
temples that the hands of man ha\-e eITer built. This 
avenue is entered through a gateway in a temple TI-hich 
faces the river, and has many palaces on the right and 
on the left, forming ~ ~ i n g s  The sacred edifice, to it. 
hen-ever, excels them all in beauty. Each of these 
palaces is aclorned with three hundred columns, beau- 
tified by the highest artistic concelstions of sculptors 
and painters, \vllile tlle capitals of tlle colun~ns are 
exquisite representations of buds and half-open flowers, 
showing the lotus in its various degrees of unfolding, 
and in the ricllest colors. 

The temple in the centre is built of red sand- 
stone, adorned with sixty marble colunlns of tlle same 
imnlense size and splendor as tlle tliree hunclrcd. The 
gateway of this IT-onderft~l temple is in three divisions, 
each of which is decorated vith the most brilliant 
paintings of festivals, priestly processions, and the 
different religions ceremonies ~~-1licll in the d a p  past 
hare distinguished the te~nple. The cential gate is 
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above the others, and is embellished with a represen- 
tation of Osiris. I t  is an immense half sphere of 
gold, like a shield, from the sides of which extend 
immense wings, each feather glittering with ~recious 
stones, and around the shield two asps are entwined, 
the peculiar symbol of the god. The gates are tu-O- 
leaved. Tile>- are made of the finest brass, and at the 
motion of a wand silently swing apart, revealing the 
entire avenue beyond them leading to the city. From 
the river to the city the temples iise one above the other, 
each one glittering in golden splendor as it catches the 
rays of the sun. The temple of Osiris stands higher 
than all the others; within its splendid girdle of 
twelve obelisks, aud upon the apex of a pyramid two 
hunclred feet high, in the very centre of this glittering 
girdle, the sacred shield of Osiris continually blazes, 
as it reflects from its golden face the sun's glittering 
ra~-s. The avenues leading to this temple are adorned 
with a great number of sphinxes resting in majestic 
silence. The gaze of their stony eyes seems to penetrate 
into the very depths of the hearts of every worshiper 
that approaches the temple. 

"I mill not weary you with descriptions of the 
various avenues, although each one has its particuIar 
@--pe of beauty. There are statues of gods and heroes, 
with their shields wrought by the-highest art, record- 

ing their titles and deeds. There are obelisks, mono- 
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liths of king., pylons \\-it11 pyramidal nings, alternate 
rows of obelisks ancl sphinxes, triple stories of colon- 
nades, fountains in palace yards, immense palaces 
adornecl with all forms of art, and clisplaying a splen-
dor ~ ~ h i c l i  the grcat n-ealth of the king.. hacl enabled 
them to gather from all parts of the earth. 

"But tlie most 11-onclerful piece of sculpture of all iis the spliinx guartling the p>-ramiclal temple. The 
approach to it is called tlle sacred \my. This ?cay is 
the most I\-onderful in its profusion of temple., inonu-
mcnta, porticoes, statues, fountains, and mausoleums to 
be found on the earth. The temple at its entrance is 

1 
consecrated to the gocl of the TIind;, ant1 for a fldl 

1 
league the way extends over the plain to the mighty 
pyramid. Tlie wings of the gates arc towers of granite 
from Syene, ancl in height rise above tlle tallest palms. 
Each one of their twelve stories is painted and 

i sculptured in the most ~vonderful manner. From the 
court of the gate, for a cli+tance of a thou~ancl cubits, 1 
stretches a double coloiinacle of the most artistically- 
carved pillars, encling at the greatest of all sphinxes, 
which keeps guard hefore the great pyramid. I 

"This spliinx appears 3s if croudiing at fill1 length 


tiz, upon the eastern edge of the elevated table on which 

Ir
.I the pyramid stands. Its immense lion paws spread 

I't ,% 
.i out before it. Its size is so great that its helmeb- e!: 

&* crowned brow is se~enty feet from the earth. Its 
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Then the multitudes gathered about his path~vay to 
shout his praises ; now he Ivas returning, alli~ost alone, 
to s11o~1- that its worship -\\-asfalse, and that tlie God 
of the c1e;pised Israelites was the only trne God. 
But at  this time he said nothing, listening i11 silence to 
the conuuents of wonder and paise  from the young 
men. 

Tile nest halting place was just olltsicle of the great 
11-all of Egypt, where the cammn reluained until tlie 
officers of Pharaoh had taken account of their mer-
chandi-c, and had received the portion that belonged 
to hirn as the ruler of tlle land in which tlie merchnn- 
dise was to be sold. Tlhen this was satisfactorily 
ac~om~~lislled, and made their the officers ~\-ith(lre~\- 
report to the captain of tlie gate. The grcat gates 
were then opened, and tlie caravan in single file passed 
into thc land of Egypt. In  stately silence the aged 
men, clothed as JIidia~iite princes, rode by the m-atch- 
f~xl guards. They were not disturbed ; for follo~ving 
them were scores of young Midianites, bearing great 
trcaqures from their desert strongholds. 

When all had entered ~vitliin tlle wall, the caramn 
pursued its march toward the grcat camping grol~ndq, 
the place known as Succoth. Here the various 
merchants unloaded their goods, and spreacl them out 
for the examination of the merchants of Egypt, ~ ~ h o  
came from the cities to obtain the first choice of the 
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- treasures. The Midianite youths now came in contab 

with the Egyptian trader, whose skill in bargaining- 
in fair Tyays and in foul--so severely tried the 
patience of the merchants of the caravan. 

The sheiks, who for many years had brought 
caravans to this place, knew every argument the 
traders could offer, and with real desert-like silence, 
listened to them, then insisted on their own terms. 

All over the camp noise and confusion ~revailed, 
as the tents were ~itched, and the beasts loosed 
from their burdens. Many days would be spent here, 
and hundreds of Egyptian merchants would come and 
search every part of the camp, and question every 
sheik, and peer into every tent in search of bargains. 

As Moses and Aaron were not in charge of 
merchandise, their purposes would soon be questioned. 
Gossip would carry strange tales concerning them ;the 
ever-watchful spies of Pharaoh would be on their 
track, and discovery would bring death. Knowing 
this, they did not even wait for the pitching of 
the tents, but at once pressed on to Aaron's home 
in Goshen. Hobab, Bela, and Amal remained in 
Succoth, intent on securing good bargains. They 
were silent as to the journey of the old men ;for they, 
too, realized that if a whisper of their intentions should 
come to Pharaoh before their plans were ripe, all of 
them as fellow-conspirators would be put to death. 

Q 
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Many days had passed, and the camp at Succoth 
mas almost emptied of the merchandise brought 

, - t 3

f thither. Amal had disposed of his stock to advantage, 

and was now awaiting the forming of an out-going 


* * 
caravan to return home. He was loitering on the 

&r*, outskirts of the camp when he saw approaching from 

*i. the direction of the gates a troop of Jiidianites I 
Mi! . mounted on large, strong camels. \ 

ai As they came near, the camels slackened their 1 

> 
speeci, and to his astonishment he beheld Keturah at I

i 

the heacl of the troop. With calm dignity she sal~itecl I 
him, and asked him to direct her to the part of Suc-

$': 
coth in ~vhich the Jiidianites \\-ere encamped. With 
joy and surprise at the sight of his heart's beloved, he I 
led the ~ a y  Ito the tents of her tribe, and there, by the 
side of Bela's tent, Ketnrah commanded her o ~ nto Ibe pitcl~ed. 

When the youths about her to learn the 
purpose of her visit, she first bade them see that no 
foes might be near, and then said : 

"The excitement among the Nidianites over the 
departure of their young men to Egypt v7as intense. 
The rumors of approaching revolution were kept as 
quiet aspossible for fear the Egyptians at the turqrroise *:+ mines might hear of the&, and send the news to Pha- 

ii;;i
A* raoh. Knowing the intentions of Sloses, and believing 
$4; the hand of God to be in them. 1 sought Z i ~ ~ o n h ' s  



tent to commune with her, and to learn more of 
the strange visitation of the angel to her husband 
at  the desert camping place. Then Hagar and I 
went to our pastures, and as we discussed the projects 
of Moses, allo~red our imaginations to picture the 
glory that would come to the noble men so dear to us, 
if this uprising s h o ~ ~ l d  succeed. 

" I n  one of our most secluded vales, where the pas- 
ture %-as thick and high, n-e fed our flocks, and 
watered them from the fountains beneath the palms. 
We rejoiced in our refreshing solitude. High ]noun- 
tains were all about us, and we felt no fear, for 
we had our shepherd clubs in our hands; and with 
abundance of provisions in our tents, and our serv-

ants in the borders of the pasture rcady to respond 
to our call, we passed our time in coufidential a n -  
versations. 

"One day we were startled by the approach of a 
number of persons, but our fears subsided when we 
saw they were a company of Amalekite maidens. JVe 
arose to receive them, when my cheeks grew pale with .. 
apprehension, for I saw that the leader of the maidens 

was the black-eyed Timna) and I remembered that 
' :+.*/+

she had sworn vengeance against me. I grasped 
-Hagar's hand, to feel the inspiration of her touch, 

and growing calmer) exercised Miditrnite courtesy by 
a' 


invitiug the maidens to dismount and partake of such . *.I 
P 

-7 



provisions as n-e had. Timna declined to eat, and 
leaving her maidens ~vith H a p r ,  drew me to one side ; 
and, with the smile of vindictive ferocity lighting up 
her features, told me that the purpose for which 
Moses had gone to Egypt \.as well known, and that 
swift couriers mere about to start on a journey to 
Egypt to inform the officers of Pharaoh ; that before 
the coming of the new moon Moses, Bela, and Amal 
would be sacrificed to the vengeance of Pharaoh; 
that she JW about to journey to Egypt to witness 
their death, and to tell Amal in his last moments how 
the daughter of an Amalekite could enjoy her revenge. 
Then she left me, and with her maidens singing a 
song of triumph, swiftly passed out of the valley. 
Shocked at  her cool effrontery, and believing her 
capable of what slle threatened, before she passed 
from sight I had formed my plans to frustrate her 
designs. 
'' Early the follo~ving morning, Hagar with a com- 

pany of Midianite maidens went to Feiran to visit 
Timna, and a company of youths also went there to 
arrange for a joint accumulation of desert products to 
be sent by the next caravan to Egypt. They had 
tFieir secret instructions to protract the observance of 
social courtesies for three days, and thus during this 
time prevent Timna and the couriers from beginning 
their journey. The same hour these youths and 
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maidens started for Feiran, I, with this company to 
guard me, on the swiftest camels of our tribes, began 
the journey to warn you in time of the impending 
danger. bfy mission is complete. You are warned. 
Xow let Tirnna do what she can." 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 
I 

'& 

J 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE ISRAELITES IN GOSHEN. 

above the "City of the Gods" tlie mady JUSTTumeylAt begins, and stretches in a northeasterly 
direction toward tile lakes, near the eastern boundary 
of Egypt. This wady ran through the very heart 

i" 
I of the laud of Goshen, and mas thickly inhabited by 

f x  +i the Hebrews, who had drrelt liere ever since they canue 

13 -

I
h :  

:: 
4 into tile land in the time of Joseph. I t  was n c o r r n t ~  

- :  	 sple~ididly adapted to the pasturing of flocks, and tlie 
cultivation of the finest vegetables. It \ras a coulltry I 
for a peaceful people. To the ~iortli of it lay the 
great lake of i\lenznleh ; to the east of it, at tlie upper I 

I :  corner, was Lake Ballah, and at the lower corner Lake 
!I n Timsah. The wady was about the sliape of a cornu- I 
,:4 

copia. On the west it was bounded by one of the I 

branches of the Nile, while on tlie south it touched 
and crossed the fresh-water canal, by which the water 
was conveyed from Lake Timsah to the royal city of \ 
the Pharaohs. On the eastern boundary, between the 
two lakes, was a part of the great canal connecting the 
Red Sea with the great sea to the north of Egypt. 
Thus the land of Goslien was well watered-indeed, 

102 




AMAL, THE AMALEKITE. 103 

snrrounded with water-and i t  possessed the advan- 
tages of all the sources of Egyptian fertility. I t  was, 
in fact, the choicest of all tlie lands of Egypt. Its 

, 	 productiveness from the earliest times attracted the 
attention of tlie rulers of Egypt, and upon tlie fertile 
plnius by the borders of the great lake, on one of the 

.arms of the river M e ,  they had built a great city, and 
called it Tsan, called by Greelis Tanis, by Jews %an. 

I n  this land the ancient monarchs built splendid 
palaces and erected lofty temples, wl~ile the shepherd 
liings dwelt in pan-er a r ~ d  glory; and here Joseph 
stood next to Pllaraol,, who sat up011 the throne. 111 
tile fields of Zoan-as the Hebren-s called the lancl of 
Gosl~en-tlle Hebrew were given their l~omes; aud 
when the shepherd kings were drive11 out, the wrath 
of the returning Pllaraoh was 'vented upon t l ~ e  
strangers. 

It was here that the great Rameses built his capital 
and qected splendid trophies of his victories, and in 
temples and other prominent buildings placed statues 
of himself, to be adored by the people as though fie 
were a god. 

Tradition located Goshen as the birthplace of Moses, 
and it was here+e looked for the last time up011 the 
face of Pharaoh. All the wealth of Egppt was poured 
Q

into this city. Prisoners, produce, and monumental 
stores were sent to it down the waters of the Pr'ile, 
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through the ei~tire length of the land ; for i t  I V ~ S  

situate at  the extreme northern part of the country. 
I n  other parts of this fertile tract treasure cities were 
established, and through it passed the canal conver i~~g  
fresh water from the lakes to the City of the Sun. 

The rapidly-increasing numbers of these thriving 
Israelites filled the princes of Egypt with apprehen- 
sion, as they saw an alien race surrounding their 
strongholds, and by tlieir numbers menacing the 
public peace. The problem for the wise men to solve 
mas, how to prevent the growth of this people. The 
destruction of the male children mas tried, but it did 
not accomplish the purpose. Then Pllaraoli sought to 
destroy the men by excessive toil. Srmed wit11 royal 
authority, the officers selected tlie men of Israel to do 
the most degrading work. They were forced to dig 
canals, bnild walls, make brick, and erect treasure 
houses. The pride of the taskmasters was to see 11o\v 
much ~ r o r k  could be exacted of the toilers, and they 

I 

cared not, though men fell dead from exhaustion in 1 
the pits out of which the clay for the bricks was dug. 
The Israelites were not the slaves of individuals, to I 
be bought and sold, like the prisoners taken in \Tar, \ 
and tlie slaves from the markets of the far-distant 
South. They were rather the slaves of the govern- 
ment, and used by the government to do the work of 
Pharaoh, while tlie Egyptians gave tlieir strength to 



wage battle for the glory of the laud. The native 
Egyptians, being the soldiers, were the privileged 
class. Labor was for bondmen ; although the ~atiollal  
unity of Israel was not disturbed, and each tribe was 
a l l o ~ e dto dwell in its own territory and preserve its 
inclividuality. 

The ethnic pride of the Israelites was as great :IS 

that of the Egyptians. Although tliey dtvelt along 
the great Egyptian liigh~vays between tlie royal city 
of Rameses and tlie City of the Sun, and were sur-
rounded by the temples and the \~orlis of art of the 
Egj-ptiaus, and were in conti~~nal coutact with tlieir 
business life, they still remained as distinct in liubits 
of life, religious customs and belief, liouseliold virtues 
and :tffections, as tliey were different in form alid fea- 
ture, and in the outirard circumstal~ces of their lives. 
They were constantly recalling the words of tlieir 
ancestors, and in tlie midst of every kind of trial re-
mained true to the traditions of their fathers. From 
the households of Israel, crowded mith children, the 
Egyptians were able to obtain all the household serv- 
ants they needed, and for their use be under tribute to 
P11arao11. 

Tile new moon, as a silver crescent, mas eagerly 
looked for by tlie Hebrew harvesters, rho were ready 
to enter the broad fields of golden grain, and reap 
mith shouts of praise as soon as the sign should 
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appear. The huts of the Israelites at this time were 

in the best of order; for the beginning of harvest was, 

with the Hebrews, a festival season, in which as 

families they expressed tl~eir rejoicings. The  people 


in bondage were disp1ag. i~~ overthe same spirit a11 

Goshen; and free from 'toil for the time, the young 

people gathered beneath the sl~ade of tlie lofty trees, 

alid talked in their genial happiness as ~ o u n g  people 

do all the world over, of the pleasant t h i ~ ~ g s  
here and 

there touching their lives. 


wit11 t21ose of tile Egyptia~is. Instead of dwellillg in 

great palaces, and having all the coi~veiiiences wllich 

sliilled morlimen could supply, they lived in low 

cottages made out of the clay nliic11 lap beueatll the 

soil of Goshen. The thought of a permnneut home 

did riot eiiter their minds when constructing their 
 -
dn-ellings. Had  they attempted to build like the 
Eg~ptiatls,  tlie jealous servauts of Pharaoh would have 
prevented them. Yet they made their mud hovels 
extertlally attractive by the trailing, flowery vines 
wliicb clambered over them, hiding them in bowers 
of beauty. Common as their houses were, they were 
homes ; and this to the Israelite was more important 
than mere material grandeur. Although these cot- 

' tagej were plain, Inany of them within were decorated 
wit11 blts of fiuery brought home from the palaces of 



the Egyptians by the Israelite maidens. They had 
received them as gifts from their owners, ~ v h o  had no 

fur t l~eruse for them. Thus theartistic taste acquired 
in  the palaces by the aptness of tlie maidens eutered 
into their home life, and atlded a toucli of elega~ice to 

the simple surror~~idings in Goshen. 
A short time after t l ~ e  prinisli~nent of t l ~ e  priests, 

Kenkenes and Sbafre, the members of the housellold 
in  oue of these cottages were earnestly discussilig the 
rumors of the day. The aged father Uriel was too 
old to go forth to a daily toil, aud \ms rvllolly 
dependent upon llis children for such care as 11e 
needed. Though feeble in botl!., his nlind rvas strong, 
and lie cIearly understooct tlie significauce of the 
moverilents taliing place among the people. H e  spent 
much time in reflecting upon tile traditions of the 
fathers, anti the comments by tlie wise. 

I n  the midst of the distresses coming upon the 
Israelites, he cherished the more col~fidently the 
promises given unto Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; for 
lie clearly apprehended that some great change was 
impending. By his side sat tlle fair flower of the 
liousehold, his daugllter Tirzah. For  many months 
she had been absent, but was now at home, never to 
return to the palaces of tlie Egyptians, and the father's 
heart was glad. Her face was radiant with delight as 

they conversed together; and the srlpreme tendency 



108 AMAL, THE AMALEKITE. 
.: 	 , \ 

of her soul seemed to be the exaltation of tlie name*I 
i' of the people wl~om she called brethren. I 

The.father rejoiced all the more in her presence, for i 
f he knew the awful trial through mllicli she had 

" 

&' passed. Into  his sympatl~izing ear she had told the 

EJi 1;) 
story of lier disgrace in the eyes of the Egyptians, 
but of her glory in the siglit of Israel. She told the 

' 
.? I 	 aged sire of the beautiftil home by the banlts of the 
/$ :
11 Nile, not far from the great school of Seti, where, 


i c i  surrounded with every luxury from morniug until 


; a  - night, the crorrds of slaves spent their time and 

b 


+ $  f energies in contributing to the pleasure of their mis- ir ; 	
tress. Here she llad become tlie compauion of her 

mistress, and a partaker of all this enjo\-ment ; so tliat 

for bodily comfort and ease slie could desire tiotliinn 


The11 came the visits of the priests, and she told 
her father of the earnest inquiries of the studious 
Kenl;enes, who step by step had led her on i n  making 

;!$ 	 known the religion of her fathers, until the elitire 
,*a 4gfs 


household was affected by the charm of the religion ~f 

LT!C of the Hebrews. She also told of the groviiiig ten- 

" .  
k:, daring to offer her all he possessed-a heart free from 
k;: 

guile, and liimself honored as an upright priest of 
&.$;


tlie venerable Egyptiali religion. Tile aged Uriel 
1 



1 
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knew, even better than his daughter, the intense love 
which Shafre must have possessed for Tirzah thus to 
approach her. F o r  an Egyptian, of llonorable family, 
of good name, with the promise of a noble career, to 
love an Israelite, would be considered by the people 
as an incompreliensible degradation. I n  the blindness 
of his admiration for the beautiful Tirzah, Shafre 
surely must have forgotten this deep-seated national 
prejudice. A s  he laid his heart at  her feet, she was 
touched by the beauty and purity of his love. F o r  
a moment siie wavered beneath the spell of his 
eloquence. I t  was only for a moment, and then the 
spirit of her race rose within her, and she turned 
away from his proffer. She knew that the children 
of Iarael were as proud as the Egyptians, and that 
v i th  them marriage was a holy ordinance, upon which 
the blessing of God tras asked. The tribal sentiment, 
too, was strong, and each one sought a compailivn in 
his own tribe; for to depart from this custom would 
be disloyalty to the traditions of the fathers. Tirzttli, 
therefore, could not think of surrendering the fellow- 
ship of her people. Tlie relvard n-ould come; for 
God had promised great blessings to Israel. Faithful 
to the teachings of her father, Tirzah closed her ears 
to the proposal of Shafre, and turned the more earn-
estly to her own people. 

Then came the pu;isliment of the priests. Tirzah 
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in the home of her mistress was .fi?st laden with the 
reproaches of the Egyptians, and then driven forth 

g .
ii-	 with the charge never to return again. She who 
i--: 	could shake the faith of the priests mas too dangerous 1$ 	 to be allowed in the cities. And Tirzah returned X" 
:-	 home. With tears she sorrowed over the fate of her 

friends. The aged Uriel only increased her anguish 
L. 	 by his vivid portrayal of the awful severity of I 
ii 

% -	 Egyptian wrath. 
I 

I 	 I 

I- Near by sat the two stalwart sons of Uriel. Tlieyz,'- < 

i** had just returned from the brickyards, where, in 
w _
5, 	 company with thousands of other sons of Israel, they ,
it 

d 
 had been employed in making bricks for the new 1&<-
*- r 	 treasure house of Pharaoh. They had many things 
-I----	 to tell of the great \vorl;s the king mas planning, and 

urging with all haste to be built; for he purposed to i 
+.- - make his reign the niost brilliant ever knonrn in 11 
*I

g Egypt. But the workmen mere well-nigh driven 
t. 
i 	 to death. Every day some fell exhausted, and mere 

left to lie where they feil, until, darkness comiug on, I! 
their comrades carried them home to be buried. The 
taskmasters were cruel in their exactions, and the lash 
was freely applied. Simeon, Uriel's eldest son, bad 
received the lash upon his back that very day, for , 

stopping a moment to aid a companion in suffering. , 
Turning to his father, he said : 

"Rheu will the arm of the Lord be stretched forth 
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to save ? Behold, we are dying in pain and woe, but 
no signs of deliverance are yet seen." 

A t  this moment the door of the cottage opened, ii 
and there entered a young man, whose well-knit 

- *.$ + 
I 

frame and brave couritel~arlce bespoke the possession 4 
- 4 

of strength and courage. As he entered they all rose 
to receive him, and the aged Uriel called down upon 
him the blessings of the God of Israel; while Tirza11, 8 
with bright smiles and ready hands, gave him a seat, 

t 

and welcomed him to their home. . 
Pr'eariah answered ~ ~ i t h  smiles; for he was as happy 

to be mith them as they mere to receive him. From 
earliest childhood he had been their companion ; and 
as he entered man's estate, and Tirmh approached 
wornanhood, they loved, and gave tl~emselves to eacll 

i 

other. Their love was the pure tribal sentiment; , 
,i 
P 


and the hope of their national progress threw about 1" 

them a halo of glory, which was felt in every act of i 
4 

life. It was love for Neariah which enabled Tirmh 
-1 

to escape from the spell of Shafre7s :iffection, and it 

I 

been compelled to part with. She listened with . ,f 
eager interest to his words, for he had been instructed -* 
by the aged Aaron, and from his lips had learned 4 

v 
more fully the traditions of the fathers, and the - s.5 

-*mrsterious dealings of God with Moses. .3 



On entering the house, Neariah had heard Sirneon's 
words; and after their salntations were over, lie asked 
hi111 if his faith had become din]. As Simeon replied : 
"Yea; I hardly have any faith at  all ;  the strokes 
of the lash have killed my faith," Neariah rose, and 
in quick, indignant tones, asked : 

'(What ! hast thou, too, been lashed ? " 
I n  reply, Simeon bared his back, and showed the 

broad, purple strokes, rrhich more plainly told the 
story of his suffering. 

F o r  a a~oment Neariah gazed upon tlle sufferer, 
then, in kindly tones, said : 
;'Simeon, the day is corning in w1iicI1 tllou milt be 

proud of those strokes npou tliy bncl; ; for deliverance 
is at  hand. I llave seen Aaron." 

"Hast thou, indeed?" the aged Uriel aslied. 
'(When did lie return, and whom did he see?" 

"Yea," Xeariah replied, *'I Iiave seen him. H e  
returned only this morning; but his heart is full of 

0 - H e  11as brougllt JIozes with him ; ailcl the arm 
of the Lord will so011 be stretclied fortl~." 

"Bless the Lord, 0 my sotil," criccl Uriel, as he 
lifted his eyes t o ~ ~ a r ( 1  heavcn, ml~ile all iu tlle cottage 
were filled with wondcr at the news. 

"Do not breathe a word of this," Searia11 said. 
"Be careful lest the ~ a l l s  sllould speak. KOolle has 
yet seen lfoses ; he is hidden until the day arrives to 
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the shepherds. Thus thorougl~ly experie~~ced nien for 
the various occupations of a nation could be selected 
out of Ismel. 

Their political orgnliizatio~l TYas not that of sepa- 
rate tribes, but tribes combined, and represented by 

their princes and elders in a general garl~erit l~.  They 
were all t l ~ e  childreu of promiae, and by birth \rere 
accorded equal rights. Througl~out all Goshen a 
spirit of anxiety and restlesmess TI-as ob-erved by t l ~ e  
w:itcl~ful taslrmaster ;but the Israelite overseers were 
reticent, and the Egyptians co~lld gain no clue to the 
exciting cauce. But every houahold kne1~7 of the 
pi~rposes of the elders, and in strainecl silence Itere 
n a i t i ~ ~ g  Sincefor tlie revelation to be nlade 1;non-n. 
the honorecf a ~ ~ t l  aged Aaron, the prince of the house 
of L e ~ i ,  had journeyed to tlie ~nountains of Sinai to 
find the deliverer of Israel, ar~cl Ilad returned to his 
home, wonderful stories \\-ere 1~11i:peretl of this deliv- 
erer, reaching back as far as the memories of the oldest 
coultl carry them. Their stories portrayed the l o n g  
continued and awful cruelty of t l ~ e  Pharaohs, the 

sufferings of the Israelites, ant1 the uncertainty of 
Israel's fate while dwelling in the laucl of Goshen, 
subject to the ~ v l ~ i m sof Pharaoh. 3Iotllers told 

their children of tlie babe saved in t l ~ e  pitched 
basliet of bulrushes; fathers told their sons of the 
prince of Egypt, rnigl~ty iu  ~vordsand deeds ; n-l~ile 



the elders told of the wonderful knowledge of this 
mysterious prince versed in a11 tile wisdom of tlie 
Egyptians. I t  was whispered mith awe that this 
mighty man still lived, liaring been hidden by the 
hand of God in the distant mountains until the day 
of deliverance; that, the time having come, Aaron 
had found him there and had brought him into 
Goshen to do liis mighty work. The elders urged 
that tlie greatest care should be exercised lest the task- 
masters learn of their intentions, and the armies of 
Pharaoh be sent to crush them before the time for tlteir 
deliverance. Neariah, as Aaron's deputy, was sent 
throughout Goshen to announce to the princes of Israel 
the time and place to meet Moses and learn his will. 

After the harvest festival the maidens returned to 
their service ; the men to tlleir brickyards. The 
Hebrew overseers filled their tale of bricks, and the 
Egyptian taskmasters exacted the full tale as before. 
The sun still moved on its course through the heavens 
as of old, the birtls sang, the breezes blew, the flowers 
bloomed, and the harvests were gathered into the 
barns. The place of gathering had been selected out 
among the sheepfolrls far from the fields of the 
toilers, and beyond tlie lines of travel, where the eye 
of the taskmaster or the ear of the traveler would not 
detect them, where they would not need the darkness 
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The days quickly passed, \vhile Neariah performed 
his mission of sumnionilig the elders and directing 
them by secret paths to the place of meeting. It was 
a notable gatheriug ;and when all had assembled, aud 
the scouts were stationed to prevent a surprise by the 
approach of foes, Aaron arose, and while they earn- 
estly listened, made kuown to them in tones of fervid 
eloquence the object of their coming together. H e  
recounted the story of their ancestors, the promises 
given to Abraham, the glory of Joseph, the circum- 
stances which led the children of Jacob to settle in 
Egypt, and the wonderful way in mllicl~ God had 
caused them to multiply. Then lie spoke of the 
sufferings of their people. The deatli of the babe;, 
tile preservation of RIoses, and God's providence in 
this, as well as in other ways, showing to them that 
the promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, mere not 
unmeaning words, but promises to be completely ful- 
filled. H e  recounted the story of God's preservation 
of the infant Hebrer. and of his having him reared 

', , 
leaders hi^ of his ~ e o ~ l e .  He told them of the desert f 1 

more thoroughly qualified to lead the children of 
, 1>,'.? 

God, in obedience to his mill. 
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When they were fully aroused by the description 
of their leader, Aaron euded by presenting JIoses to 

I 

them. As Rloses arose aud stood before the elders 
I 

of his people, there were loud expressious of thanks 
I 

to God, wit11 smiles, and tears, and fervent congratu- 
I 

' lations. As he raised his hand, they became silent, 
and listened eagerly to the words he spolce. 

H e  stood before them for a moment in silence, and 
i t  was a molllent of glowing consciousness of the value t 
of his life to his entliralled people. Tlie majesty of 
eighty gears rested on his brow, but his form was as 
erect as half a century before \Then, as the c r o ~ v i ~  
prince, lie had led the army of Egypt to glorious vic- 
tories. His  eyes were as clear and sparl~ling as in 
the da-s tvlten Pharaoh's daughter fondled him as her 
son ; liis niind as bright and po~verful as when lie be- 
came master of all tlie learning that the wisest teacliers 
arid magicians in Egypt could commuiiicate; xvhile 
tlircugh all beamed the glow of a lieart filied wit11 
lore for his people, and of faith in the only living 
God. Then he spoke to them, and told then1 more 
fully than Aaron had done how God had called him 
to deliver them from their bondage. Mauy of the 
elders, with unreserved faith, were ready a t  once to 
move forward ; but there were others ~ ~ l i o s e  C~ith lvas 
weak, aud when the first flus11 of entliusiasm had 
passed away, they began to urge objections. They 
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doubted the expediency of so bold a movement. They 
pleaded the weakness of Israel, their lacli of ~~-nrlil;e 
qualities, ancl even spoke of the many conlforts they 

riot rrillir~g to see the tribe of Levi assume the head- 
ship of ~s rae l ,  and plunge all the people into terrible 
di-trejses, without a clearer revelation from the Lord 
God of their fi~thers than had pet been given. 

They knew Abraham 11ad receii ed promi=es from 
God ~ v i ~ i c hwere u~lfulfilled; they la~etv also that 
Josepli had spo1;en of their going bacl; into the lurid 
t l~nt  was promised wl~en he commanded tllem to carry 
ilia boiies wit11 them ; and were willirlg to obey this 
commancl wl~en the voice of the Lord seid .'fornard !" 
But I~l ia t  were the evidences, beyond his own testi-
niony, of the right of Jloses to co~nrnand Israel? I 

1 ' 

Was not he reared as an Eg-pt inl~? and duri~rg his 
entire life: as known to them, had he not a-sociateti 4 "  
with the Egyptian people ? Peri~nps, ~veariecl now I I 

with the quiet life of his de=ert seclusion, and filled 
wit11 ambitious cTesigns, he soagl~t by a hold stroke to 
embroil Israel in rebellious act=, and thus give the 
E g ~ p t i a n s  cause for putting to death the bol(1er 
nnrnber of them. T111is lle might solve for Ezyl)t 

the problem of ho~v  to deal wit11 this dnngerouj 
people, and as a reward be adval~ced to Iligh a11J 





tlie blood of the cliildren of Israel, and it & s e s  not 
to a l l  unto God for vengeance." Going down to the 
Nile, ~vliich flowed near their gatliering place, Aaron 
clipped a gourd into the river, and held it before 
them filled with the water of tile river. Then, pour- 
ing this out, as the drops touched the ground they 
became blood, and congealed in thickened clots as if 
dropped from the body of a man. 

This amazing spectacle banished the last lingering 
doubts, and with one voice the elders cried : 

"TI ' I I I~,  tile Lord hat11 visited his cliildren, aud 
11ath looked upon their afflictions." 

Their souls were stirred within them. They now 
saw more clearly than ever before the proviclence of 
God concerning them, and in the humility of believ- 
ing souls prostrated then~selves before the Lord, and 
devoritly worshiped. As this was a11 that could then 
be done, the conference broke up, and as secretI? as 
tiley had come the people returned to their homes. 
Tire spirit of emigration was now arooused. As the 

story of the tokens of tlie Lord's prese~lce was told 
tllroughout the tribes, and the assurance was given 
that he mas about to lead them out of their distresses 
illto the land of liberty and plenty, the hopeful 
minds of the people became imbr~ed with glowiilg 
faucies concern i l~~  They thonglit that promised state. 
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and want, while the life in the promised land seemed 
to promise tile fulleat liappiness, aud was absolutely 
free from all the ills of the present. They were indeed 
children in understanding, and the very bl i,l tr ltness 

of their gait11 led tlienl to exaggerate the contrast of 
the change. With some, however, benefits of free- 
dom, of self-government, and of a life under the direct 
control of the Lord were feebly under~tood. 

From this time tbe preparations were steadily 
pre~sed forward until all Goshen awaited the sum- 
mons to move. The approachiiig change was the 
theme of their conversations, a!id in their trading this 
was the 1x1-is of their calculations; for their labor i l l  

the fields and bric1;ynrds might cease at ally time, 
and the joyful n~arcli toward the promised la~icl he 
begun. But as days pas~ed on, questionings aroqe: 
"T\'Ilen n-ill it begin ? " " TTliicli way shall we go?" 
"What delays tlie comilig of tlie day of our 
departrlre ? " 

The royal court of Pharaoh was not far away. 
Sometimes he held court in the splendid city at the 
place where the great canal entered the ~iortl~ern sea, 
just at  the borders of Goshen toward the northeast. 
A t  other times in the splendid City of the SI I~I ,  just at  
tlie sontl~rr-est cqraer of Goshen. H e  could also be 
approaclied ~vllile traveling through to Go~lten on his 
way going from one city to the other. I f  he mas at  
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his permanent resideuce further np the Xile, it was 
but a few days' journey thither, and he might be 
easily seen by Moses and Aaron on the uatioual 
reception days. 

A t  length the time came w11en all seemed ready, 
and these two representatires of t l ~ e  people were about 
to visit Pharaoh. It was not tlieir purpose to go 
alone, but to take wit11 them tlie most distinguished 
elders of tlie twelve tribes; and then, approaching 
P11araol1, lay their petition at his feet. 

K O  doubt was entertained by the people as to the 
re.sult of this mission, and before it was undertaken 
all Israel strove to be ready to go out of Egypt ou 
their way to freedom. 

Time was needed for the gathering of the dangliters 
of Israel out of every city, and to arrange properly 
their possessions for the journey. 

While there was great excitement in every house- I 

11old in Goshen, on tile surface all seemed quiet; and 
the Egyptians were unaxare of the great secret 
njorenient that was stirring t l ~ e  spirit of their 
bondmen. 

B t  length, when the time of t l ~ e  appeal to Pllaraoh 
had come, ;\Ioses, Aaron, and the elders, possessi~lg 
the confideuce, and receiving the blessing of the hosts 
of Israel, began their journey do~vn the Nile to t l ~ e  

I 

magnificent city of Tsan, intending there, in the name 
Ir 
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of Jehovah, to demand the rights to which their 
people &re eutitled. 

Keturah was loobing for tliis day with great 
anxiety, for after Hagar had succeeded in her mission 
to Feiran, Timna had come into Egjpt. I t  was true, 
she came too late to prevent the beginriirig of the 
movement, but it mas not impossible for her to do 
great mischief, and retard it. Iceturah was therefore 
troubled with apprehension of wliat Timna with her 
keen, malignant spirit might accomplish. 



MOSES STAXDS BEFORE PHARAOH. 

HE most favorable time to obtain from Pharaoh 
a grant or privilege r a s  when liis heart was filled 

with satisfaction in his greatness-when the favor of 
his gods was upon him, blessing him by victories in 
battle, and a prosperous commerce at  home. On such 
occasions he passed with great parade along the prin- 
cipal street of liis royal city to the door of the sauctu- 
ary, wltich was never opeued except by himself, and 
entering, performed his vows, then came forth to 
sliower favors on his waiting people. Tllis was the 
day Timna cliose to obtain favor by revealing the 
pttrpose of Moses against Pl~araoli, ant1 with this in- 
teution slle awaited his conling in the broad colonnade 
before the sanctnary to cast herself at  llis feet. 

T i ~ i s  too was the day wlieu Keturah hoped to . 
behold Pharaoh iu all his glory, and liis royal city in 
its lioliday decorations. JVitli her compauions, dressed 

as elaborately as Midianite wealtll and taste allowed, 
slie proceeded at an early hour to the city of Tsan to 
gaze up011 the marvelous kingly glory. 

This too was tile al~propriate time for tile greatest 
125 
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event of all-the reentering into the royal city of the 
prince who had been driven from it forty years before. 
Tlle river was swarming ivitli boats-not only boats 
for traffic, but pleasure boats, gayly declied and carry- 
ing tlie people who thus sought access to the city. 

Early in tlie day a barge, distinguished above all 
otlier barges by its peculiar occupants, came swiftly 
down the river. I t  was rowed by stalwart Israelites, 
who as one man bent to their oars, and wit11 even 
strolie siviftly propelled it. Upon seven seats above 
the rowers sat fourteen men. Old men they were, 
with silvery white beards flowing over their broad 
chests, and clothed in the official robes of elders of tlie 
tribes of Israel-all save one; and he, nritli a n~ajesty 
superior to them all, clothed as a shepherd prince, 
carried in liis'hand, as a symbol of his authority, a 
long shepherd rod, cut from a common acacia buall. 
Kit11 this he pointed the way for the cliief of tlie 
rowers, who directed tlie rudder. I n  and out among 
the boats they glided until they came to tlie foot of 
the magnificent flight of steps by which Pliaraol~ and 
his court, as well as the people, ascended from the 
Xile to tlie royal city. The company of majestic 
elders asceuded the steps, and upon the platfor111 at 
the top rested a moment and surveyed the scene before 
them. On one side they saw a flat, verdant stretch 
of open country, extending as far as the eye could 

Y 

1 

I 

I 


I 
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reach, dotted here and there nit11 villages, and rvith 

groves of pnlms or s!-ca~nores. To~vard  tile uortll was 
a Iiue of clouti-, rerealiug tile location of the great sea. 
Tlley >aw the course of the Sile,  n ith its ilundreds of 
b ~ t agoing to a11(l fro, aud tile 11oats of people conling 
to tile tit!. to bellolcl tlle hillg in his glol.iuu3 featire 
robe-. Bef'vre tlle~li nere the walls of the city, and a 
pared rondnny stretciliug between the lall~iing-place 
aud tile Iltrge gatelray. Over the \vall> they saw a 
for&-t of tupering o1,elial;s. the n~:~jestic nlassive tenlple 
\\all-, nltd above ererytliiug else tile glitteri~ig image 
of Ranlece> II., stnutling erect ill ct~l)li~lle 111:ljesty as 
tile gtia~.Cli:u~ of the city anti it5 temple.' 

I t  n-a3 nit11 deep enlotioli 310-es lrelleld thi, splen- 
do r ;  but, recovering his conlpvsure, he nall,ecl nit11 
his conip:tl~ions over tlie n llite-paved \\:IF ton art1 tile 
city. 011 their right llancf ancl left \\ere coucllant 
spl~inxes;  pas-ing these they canie to t n o  colowil 
statues of Rnmesei II., cut out of red granite, and 
1 laced herein tlie posture of centinel-, gnardir~g the way. 
After t l l e~e  nere  more spllinues, alld auotl~er similar 
pair of sentinels; then they came to the great double- 
towerect gaten-a?, thror~gll which t h e -  paised. This  
brought them to the base of the greateit coloi--US ever 

erected by man-the crowning splencior of Rnmeses' 

See article by Amelia B. Edwards, Harper s ilIagazine, Octo-
ber, 1886. 

1 J 
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reign. This was placed at  the side of an immense court- 
yard. His  attitude was as if he were walking arid about 
to step forward. I n  his right hand he held a short 
truncheon, in his left a massive staff of state ; upon his 
brow he carried the double crown of Upper and Lower 

Egypt. Tile top of this crown above the pavement 
mas twenty-two times the height of a man. Tile 
image, which was fourteen times the height of a man, 
had been cut out of a single block of stone-the pre-
cious red granite of Syene, in the extreme farther end 

floats, and here erected as the greatest of its kind. 
Again the thoughts of bIoses and the elders were 

carried back to the day when, with festivals, parades, 
and rejoicings, this work of Rameses 11. had been 
done. They walked through the courtyard before the 
colossus, and through the colonnade by which it was 
surrounded, into an avenue of stone colun~ns, each 
thirty-six feet higli, and standing alone. Then, pass- 
ing through another gateway, they entered upon t l ~ e  
sacred \tray of Tsan. It was three l~undred and 
seventy-five feet long, but its entire length was 
crowded with obelislis of red granite, colossi of yellow 
sandstone, red, black, and gray granite statues, shrines, 
sphinxes, and images of alabaster, serpentine, and 
other rare stones, all arranged to impress the beholder I 



I 

by the mnrvelous co~nbiuation of colors. Here mere 
-the red granite spliiuxes of the ancient Egyptian 

king., aud the black granite sculptures of the Hyksos, 
or rhepllerd kings, autl colossi of the ancient Pharaohs, 
transferred from the t em~les  in which thev had 
origillally beell placed to decorate this way, ml~ile in 
pi-ofi~sion alnoilg them were the works of art erected 

As the Israelites advauced they beheld multitudes 
of people, all in holiday attire and carrying choicest 
flowers, cron-ding the avenues to see Pharaoh mid cast 
their flowers at  his feet. Tile air was redoleut with 
perfume from the ointments used by the hosts-of 
maitlens in dress in^ their luxuriant hair. 

-It lei1gt11 the strains of music and the shouts of 
the multitudes in the distance proclaimect Pliarnoll's 
r o c .  A glittering phalanx of very handsomely-
tlre=ed guards preceded 11iln ;then came the officiating 
pie- t  of the temple, xvalliiilg bncl~~v-ards, so as always 
to face tile I,ing, an(1 burl~iilg ilicei~se before him. 
S e s t  I nme I'llaraol~, fullo\\ed by l ~ i s  l~ouseliold aud 
guard.. His  louse robe, of the fineqt line11 ill the 
I\-orltl, xv:ls girdled Ly a string of jewel,. On 11is 
bend 11e \yore a helmet of softe~t leopard skin; his 
necl; and arms viere decorated with collars and brace- 
lets glittering with costlie-t gelus. H e  stood in his 
chariot, holdiug in his left 11:ili,l his bow, a ~ i di l l  his 
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right l ~ i scurved sword. By the side of llis chariot 
walked liis tame lion. and following him, in a splenclor 

At tlie temple door he was received by the priest. 
Stepping from liis chariot, he entered, laid his gifts 
upon tlie altar, and returned to bestow his favors upon 
the people and receive their applause. H e  stood in 
t l ~ emidst of the splendor of all Egyptian history, 
alulost in the shad on^ of the great colossus of Ramekes L 

11. Before him the people came with their requests. 
On the one hand, tlle crolr-d was giving way to a 
company of Xrnalel<ites, 1vhic11 was preceded by oue 
1~1iosebeauty attracted the attention of all. Slie nas  
clothed in richest Chaldean robes, cut in Anlalekite b 
fashion. Her  long, raven-black hair hung 1oo;elp 
dot\n her back, a r ~ dwas decorated with tlie clluicest 
emeralds a l ~ dturquoises of her peninsula home. Her  
arrn3 m d  neck were bare, save for the goltlell band3 
\I hicll ellcircled them ; and t l ~ ebrilliancy of her 
glance caused the spectators to quail from before her. 

She nas about to advance to cast lierself at Pliarao11's 
feet, nhen the crowd surged before her, blocliing up the 
way, and she sa\rrthat the king's attelltion was attracted 
by ,a company of old men. The color left her cheel<, 
as s l ~ ebeheld leading this company the venerable K 

Noses. She drew back and gazed upon the face of 

L 



the monarch as it f lr~sl~ed with surprise. She was 
about to press forwarct again toward Pharaoh to mar11 
him, mlleu close by her side she heard a mocliing 
laugh;  and, turning, saw the face of Keturnh 
wreathed in triunlpliant snliles, who, catching her 
s u r l w i ~ d  stare, sic1 : 

' 9  The steeds of Anlalel; are not swift enough ; they 
do not come on the wings of the v-iud. Timna is 
before Pliaruol~ ; but JIoses has begun his vi-ork, and 
Titnna ca1111ot no\v prevent it." 

Tile hatred ant1 rerei~ge now manifested on the 
face of the baffled Amaleliite froze the laughter of 
the JIidianite, \rho sliudderecl at  the intensity of her 
enemy's glance. But they roulci notice each other no 
longer; for JLoses anti the elders of Israel Irere 
approaching Pllaraoh. As they came near the mon-
arc11, he beheld the man ~ ~ h o s c  I~istorywas now well 

k n o ~ r r ~  I'harao11 not
to him with deep interest. was 

only curioris to see his face, hut anxious to gaze upon 

his esprecsion. H e  knew that the r e t ~ ~ r n  
of JIoaes 
to E,rrypt was the threateuiug of a rel)ellion, such as 
\ronld bring disaster upon a11 11is plans; for wi t l~or~t  
tlle labor of the Israelites, the contemplated public 
1)uildings could not be erectetl, and ttte glory of the 
present reign vi-onltl be inferior to that of the preced- 
ing, and he mould go do1v11 to l~istoryas unequal 



~lritha dignity natural to their age and the cause they 
represented, saluted Pharaoh, and in a few words 
stated their mission. They said they were the servants 
of Jehovah, and while doing faithful service to Pha- 
raoh, tliey must not fail to obey their God ; and lie 

1 had co~nmanded them, in his name, to say to Plia- imok: 

unto me in the wilderness." 
But Pharaoh, who had been trained in tlie religion 

of the Egyptians, and had a knowledge of its mys- 
teries, and loolced upon the religion of the Israelites 
as beneath his notice, conternptaously asked : 

"JVho is tlie Lord, that I should obey his voice to 
let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I 
let Israel go." 

To  this .the aged men quietly and respectfully 
responded : 

"Tile God of the Hebrews hat11 met us. Let us 
go, 11-e pray thee, three days' journey into the desert, . and sacrifice unto the Lord our God ; lest he fall upon 
us with pestilence, or with the s\vord." 

This appeal in the name of religion, and the expres- 
sion of belief in the visible control of these elements 
of nature by their God, did not touch the heart of 
t l ~ e  king. Such faith might move the illiterate; but 
h i n g  trained in the higher forms of the Egyptian 
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religion, and knowing its lack of spiritual reality, he 
had no such faith. Pr'or did he fear the gods. Prob-
ably lie thought hfoses and Aaron did not trust 
in them any more than himself, but were duping the 
people, who were superstitious, with their pretended 
mission from the gods. Hence lie augrily replied: 

'. lJTlierefore do ye, Noses and Aaron, let tlie pea-
ple from tlieir works? Get you unto pour burdens 
Behold the people of the land are many, arid Fe make 
tlieln rest from their burdens." 

Tlie taslimasters had seen the demoralization of their 
workmen brought about by the words of Moses and 
Aaron, aud had liastened to inform Pharaoh ; aud he 
saw some of these now waiting an audience with their 
complaiats. As he beheld the aged men before him, lie 
remembered that tliey were only laborers, and utterly 
unsliilled in war. What could they do ill tlie presence 
of the brilliant warriors surrounding his throne? 
And now, Laving heard their plea, and having 
answered it with disdain, he turned his face from 
them to receive otlier petitioners. 

RIoses and his retiuue at once left the dace. and 
proceeding out of the great courtyard, continued on 

*through the gates of the city to-the river, to report iu 

Goshen the results of their interview with the king. 


As Timna sought to pass through the great crowd 

of people, who, with eager gaze, were observing 


A 
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Pharaoh, she nas  follorred by one who had been 
closely matching her movements. H e  was one of the 
chamberlains of Pharaoh's palace. H e  had been 
attracted by the graceful style and glowing beauty of 
the Amalekite; alld he perceived that she was juht the 
type of a \voman pleasing to the eye of his master. IA s  lie ob~erretl lier attempt to approach Pharaoh, lie 

4 
was attracted by the elaborate splendor of her dress 
and ornaments, and collcluded tllnt by offering suit- iaGle bribes 11e might secure lier for his master. As 
Tilll~ia pressed lier n-ay through the crowd, unaivare 
that she was beiug followed, slle veiletl her feature:, 
arid covered l ~ c r  cl~arms. The sense of failure I~eavily 
ol'~rc;w(l lier, ant1 her great desire for tlie time \\a$ 
to get away froni the observing ejes of tlie ni~iltitucle. 
I'a-sing tllrough the gates of the city, she found lier T 
escort, rvlio 1)rouglit lier camel, and mo~~liting.she 
becrau lier j o u r ~ ~ e y  But t l ~ e  clianiberlain, to Snccotli. 
riding upon one of the swiftest liorses of t l ~ e  liing's 

orertaliing Iier, saluted lier in tlie nalne of 1 
Pharaoh, a l ~ d  requested her i~llniediate return to 1 
Pharnol~'s palace to be favored with an interview. 

Snrprised, and unaware of l ~ i s  real designs, and 

~loIleful of pet accon~plisl~ing Ilier revenge, she obeyed, 
Ivas soon again rvitl~in the city gates. T11ey 

tllrough many streets, and at length l~alted I . 
before a palace of olily ordinary dimensions, which I 



her quicli glance at  once assured her was not the 
palace of Egypt's liing. A t  tlle conl~liand of ller 
guide slle distnonnted. Slaves took possessio~i of 
t l ~ c i r  beasts, ~ l l i l e  o t l~e r  slaves usllered them into the 
p:ilace. 

Here refre-llments were servecl Iler ; a11d after she 
h:ul rested, t l ~ e  c l~an~ber l a i l~  to converse with beyan 
11c.r collcer~ling ller desire to see P11a~~o11. A t  length 

to I'l1:1rao11, tv110 would clothe ller wit11 lusriry, as lle 
~voul(1 deligilt in her cl~arnis. Horror seized her, as 
she nolv realized tlre ciauger of lrer position. H e r  
clieelis grew palliti wit11 fi.:ir, a11d ller eyes were wild 
xritlr terror; bnt  in 3 ~norncllt she recoveretl 1tt.r colu- 
IHEIIW, her lieen Anlnleliite nature assertetl itself, and 
sire began to pla11 a \ray of esrape. S l ~ e  linen- t1r:it 
she w:li in the p o ~ r e r  of tlle chaniberlnill. Strong 
~valls  ellclosed her;  many ,slaves \rere rently to do his 
Litldil~g. The light of day llad f d e d ,  ant1 clarlil~es 
sl~rouded tlre city ; the brilliantly-lighted inlace court 
only added to his appearance of power. There was 
no friend near; no arm that could defend her; and 
~11e rculized that unless she speedily esaped her 
belored kinsn~aniu the vale of Feiran would know 
her no more. 

She had observed the n-ay of her entrauce into the 
palace; and now, while all about her were reclining iu 
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ease, siie leaped from the cushion on n-liich she mas 
resting, sprang illto the aisle, and before niazt er or 
slave could stop her had gained t l ~ e  vestibule, had 
thrown open tlle door and ruslied illto the dark street 
of the city. 

I n  a n~oment the chan~berlaill and his servalits 
wit11 torclies and swords were in purbuit. But she 
sped on, fleeter of foot than tltey, ul~t i i  comil~g to a 
group of persoils nlio were spending the nigllt at  the 
foot of a llr~ge colossus, slle begged to be protected 
from her pursuers. =4 

Tlle group, instantly arousecl, drew their weapons i 
to defend Iier ; and, to lier anlazenient, one of them 
called lier by name, threw his cloalr over her, to lride 
her, and with his sword beset tile cItaniber1:iin, ~ 1 1 0  

Tvas now at hand. Fierce was tlie struggle; but tlie 
servants of the chamberlain were put to fliglit, alid 
he sank to the ground nith his heart pierced by t l ~ e  
svi-ord of his opponent. 

The guards of tile city, roused by the noise, now 
came upon them, and noticing that tliey were 
strangers, and tliinl<ing that they had bee11 figlltillg 
among tliemselves, thrust them out of the city. As 
the gate closed against them, Tirnna approadled her 
deliverer, and with tones trenibling with emotion 
thanked him for her life; then urged them all to 
flee before the guard should return to nut them 
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to death for slaying the chamberlain of Pharaoh's 
palace. 

9 s  slle spolie, Amal-for 11e vvas her deliverer- 
re:iliziug the danger, ordered his followers to mount 
tlieir ca~llels, and immediately they swept do\vn tlie 
bru:lcl lligl~nay toward the fields of Goalien. Hour 
after llour, until the strealcs of dawn l)egat~ to 
illti~nil~etile I~orizon, they sped on their 11-a? ; t l ~ e t ~  
they pauaed for rest. Tiley had reached a place it1 
n-i~ich their pursuers rould 11ot find them ; for they . 

were in the pa-ture fieids of tlie Isrnelite herdsnlen, 
far from the cities, the liigl~\\ay?, and the river,, 
~ ~ l l e r etheir palauers woulcl tiot thiul; of lool i i~g f;)r 
tl~enl. 

Tlie Eg! ptialij soon discoveretl tllat the cllamler- 
laiu llatl Leer1 liillecl. The gunrc13 \\.ere imu~ediately 
sent in pursuit; Lt~tno one kllem \\-]lo t l ~ e  murderers 
were. The gi~arcls hastenetl along t l ~ e  higli\ray ; they 
searclied Succotll, hut found no trace of the 
n~urclerer, and at  Ie11gt11 returned to the city; and tile 
funeral cortege of the dead chamberlain, with the 
dari; pall of tlie tomb t l ~ r o ~ ~ n  over 11is mummy, wit11 
IOW \vaililig nl~tsic aud the shrieks of the' hired 
moorners, passed slowly up the Sile, to deposit the 
mummy in the tomb of l ~ i i  ancestors. 

For  mauy days the fugitives remained in their 
retreat; and during this time Tilnua employed all 





THE CHASGED RODS. 

TIIE fearlessness displayed by IIoaes, aud the com- 
ninntiing manner ~vitll \vhicll 11e placed his claims 

1)ef'ol.e Phamoli, irritated the monarch, mllo was not 
accuatonied to be approached with so much serenity. 
He 11ow renlizecl that suci~  a mnn, ~vorking on the 
prcju(lices of the bondmen, would probably be able -
to fo111e11t a troublesonle rebellion ;aucl he determinecl 
to prevent the people from attending public gather- 
inrs 13. incre:tsilly tlleir burdens, and exerc is i~~g 
gl.e:\ter severity ill case of a failure to ~ueet  llis 
1 1 1 s  'l'l~us far the tnslimnsters Ilnd provided the 
str:~\\. tllat \yns mine(] \vitl~ tile clay ill mnliing the 
bric1i.s. S o w  t l ~ e  trtli1n:lsters n-ere commanded to 
esnct the same tale as before, alid to require the Israel- 
ite. to s111)l)ly themselves wit11 the straw needed. 

Tllis plau of preventing tlleln from meeting together 
in itile~les.;, alitl talliing of revolutions: promised to be 
eff'ectunl, becnuse it was \~-ithin the power of the task- 
master to whip to dent11 any one ~ 1 1 0should become 
contumacious or negligeat. The Israelites previously 
llad a11 the morli they thougl~t  it possible to do;  but 
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with it all they mailltailled a bold spirit. Pharaoh tvs 

* 

now attempted to crush this spirit by the weight of 
these additional and grievous burdens. 

The taslinlaster3 Fvere ans~rerable with their lives 

f cJ 
X 
3 
--)r* 
+P 

I 
for their obedience to his commands. Trained to their 
work, and filled \\?it11 the usual Egpptian pride, they 

- ps 

-
lrad no feeling of pity or cornmiaeration for the over- 
worlied bondme11 ; and tvhen tliey linew of complaints 
being made to Pharaoh, felt insulted by tlie presump- 
tion of the n~iserable toilers. They drove tlle Ismel- 
ites the harder in their JVOPI~,and allon.eci no excu.-je 

.%z- +3 a 
for a failure to return a full tale of briclis, and when 
they kuew not the man who was derelict, they cruelly 

-A cg3 
-.Tx 
3 

beat tlle oreraeer. 4'as 
Bela and dmnl  spent many days in the midst of .A 

Goshen; for soon tiring with the sple~lclor of the 
templed cities, they found the familiar courtesies of 

* home on the sheep lands of the Israelites. Aaron 
gave them in charge of loyal escorts, who showed , 'd-. 

them the thousands of toilers in the brick fields. 
I t  was here that they witnessed a taskmaster strike -- 

down au aged overseer. Some one in the gang of t 

laborers had been uuable to fill his tale. No one -f 

pointed out the offender, and upon the back of the .S: 

aged overseer, whose age and feebleness rendered him 3-incapable of making briclis, the strokes of wrath fell. 2 
Tile father in Israel \vnq borne to one side, and there 4 



left alone to live or die, while the gang mas driven 
back to work. 

Bmal's fiery spirit would have led him to punish 
the tyrannical taskmaster; but Bela restrained him, 
knowing that such an act mould cause his instant 
tleatli by the Egyptian guards. Instead, tliey went to 
tile aged man, and, wrapping his scant garment about 
Ilirl l ,  carried him to his home. Wailing and woe 
greeted them on the tl~resliold, and they saw that 
1%itliin that toiler's home there mas poverty of the 
deepest kind ; oo every haad was misery. Organized 
b:iads sougl~t everywllere for straw. Wives, mothers, 
and children hc31ne searcliers; but all togetlier could 
riot supply the dem:lnd, and they begau to despair. 
F r o n ~  every bricli field tlie cry arose, but no relief was 
gr:lnted. Moses and ,4aron did not give tltem the 
help they needed ;and at last, in sheer desperation, the 
overseer5 in a body sought al~ctience with Pl~araoh, 
and humbly cried to him for relief. But they 
receiretl no sati.;f:iction. They were accuced of being 
idle and restlejs, deliverance wa1 n-itl~lield from tlie~n, 
n~id they departed from tlie king's presence with the 
clorlds of gloom thickly gathering about them. 

As they came out of the palace of the king, tliey 
met Jloses and Aaron, who stood by the roadside, 
atvniting their report. I n  the bitterness of their woe, 

they forgot the tokens of the diviue command given 
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by these two aged leaders, and, oppressed by their 
inability to escape from the taslimasters, said : 

"T l ~ e  Lord looli upon you and judge ; because ye 
have made our savor to be ahhorred in the eyes of 
Pharaoh, and in tlie eyes of his servants, to put a 
SIT-ord in tlieir hand to slay us." 

Then they went tlieir way to render their dismal 
report to their brethreu. Afoses 1t7as not indiEerent 
to their accusations. Tlie distress of his brethren llad 
deeply affected liis soul, and with sorrow weiglling 
upon his heart he belield the additional burdens 
placed upon them, after his effort to have them 
released, instead of the freedom which lie liad 
expected. H e  turned from the highway, and sotight 

a solitary place where he could poor out liis prayer 
before God. Wondering a t  the woeful state of 
affairs in Goslien, liis faith staggering beneath the 
deepening distress of those he came to release. and 
llunibled by liis wealiness, he presented himself before 
the Lord as a child qr~estioning tlie meaning of this 
singular and unexpected providence. H e  said : 

"Lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this 
people? why is it that thou has sent me ? F o r  since 
I oqme to Pharaoh to speali in thy name, he hath 
done evil to this people ; neither hast thou delivered 
thy people at all." 

The Lord mas moved by this cry of his servant, 



and \vllile JIoses \ras prostrate before him, answered 
him, sayiug : 

"S o w  sllnlt thou see wllat I will do  to Pllaraoli ; 
for \\it11 a btrong Iland ~11a11 Ile let tllem go, and with 
a ztro11g 11a11tl *hail he drive t l~enl out of his land." 

T l ~ e n  silence prer:iiled for n wllile, wllen as 3loses 
co~~t inuedprostrate before the Lord, the voice of the 
Ilortl co~~tinueti  : 

'.I am Je11or~il1; a11tl I appeared unto Abraham, 
nnto Isinc, and unto Jacob, by tile name of God 
-111llig11ty; but by my name Jehovali was I not 
I i l lo\~n to t l~em. And I hare  also estslli-11ed r l~y  
covenant wit11 them, to give them the larld of Canaan, 
the land of their pilgrimage, wherein tlley were 
strallgers. And I have aljo 11eartl the groaning of 
the cl~ildren of 1-rael, whom tile Egyptians Iieep in 
I)o~ltlage, and I 11 ill redeem you with a stretclled out 
arm. and with great jnclgments, and I 15 i l l  take you 
to me for a people, ancl I will be to you a God ; find 
r e  -1lall know that I an1 Jehovah yorir God, \ \ l~ich 
I)l.il~geth yon out from under tile burden^ of tile 
E ~ Jpti:l~ls. I will bring yorl ill i i ~ ~ t o  the lnntl, con- 
ccr~l i~rgthe wl~ich I (lid swear to give it to dl~r: i l~aru,  
t o  I-:i:ic, and to Jacob ; I ~vi l l  give it you for an I~eri- 
t:ige ; I an1 Jel~orah." (Ex. 6 : 3-5.) 

Strengtllened by these aqsrirances, JIoses no^ arose, 
and s o r ~ g l ~ t  They assen11)led a t  tlie elders of Israel. 
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his call; but silence, the silence of great disappoint-
ment, oppressed them. Their former conference had 
lifted high the expectations of all tlie dwellers io 
Goshen ; but uom the cry of oppressed and beaten 
fathers, brothers, and sons, rose from all the bricli-
~ a r d s ,and sadness brooded over the land. 

bIoses and Aaron declared to them tlie new com-
mission, with its assurances and promises, but tlie 

people could not trust it. The!- saw 110 ray of' light. 
They knew not the Lord as did Aaron and Jlo>es, 
and they left the conference without giving tlie 
I~rothersa pledge of their confidence. RIoaea felt thnt 
an a b y ~ shad opened between liim and hi3 people 
Ismel. Burdened with anguish, again he prostratetf 
himself before the Lord. When he received the 

I commancl : 
I 

"Go in, speak unto Pharaoh. king of Egypt, that
I 
1 he let t l ~ echildren of Israel go out of his land." 
II Once more the modesty of >loses asserted itself,
1 

and lie humbly plead his inability. But the Lord 
strengthened him, and cornnlanded hirn again as to 
his position to\vard Aaron, and assured him of tlre 

I inevitabIe result. 
I Alo~esand Aaron now stood alone. They line~v 

tliat Pharaoh hated them, and that the people of 
I 

Israel distrusted them. Pharaoh was to be driven 
I into allowing the people to go, and the people were to
I 



be tfriren iuto au effort for their own emancipation. 
But Goct rms wit11 tl~ese noble men, and their trust 

h that the Lorcl wor11J not fail to bring it all tlioroughly 
to p:iSi \! "Y grO\YlUg. 

Again the news \\-cut forth that bIoses and Aaron 
n t re  to :1pproac11 I'linmoh to plead for I.;rael. T h e  
clliltlrcn of I-rue1 could not, h~wever ,  wait for the 

m 

rt-rllt- of t l ~ c  intervie\:-s; for they were compelled to 
furlii-h th t i r  tale of Lriclz, or be lashed by tlie 

2- u~r~lltrcifillta-lirl~a-ter. 

Tile court of the l i i l~g 1 ~ 3 s  filled with the great men 
of' I:c!.l't. I\ 110 saw tllnt the bearing of Moses and  
Anroll lind cilnnged from t ln t  of sup1)liation to that 
of tlcnlalld. 

S t~ ,a~ lgereport- h:itl spread as to a mysterious 
sl'il itr~al po\\ er \\-llicll the=e rne11 possessed. I t  was 
1,11o\\II  that 310-e- hat1 lif'tetf tlie controversy out of  a 

ri~erel!- l)olitical q~iestioll illto that of the existence 
anti pcr~onal rr11e of the God of Israel. And tlre con- 
fl~cst \\:I, the I~onorof' Got1 agai11-t tlie deities of 
E y  pt. JVitll tl l i i .  feeli~lg 1JIose.j and Aaron sought 

yn1:tce. 
Tile throne room of the Pharaolrs was radiant with 

bcaut-. and impres i re  in it. n13gnificence. The 
skill of Egypt's most gifted n-orlimen had been 

P 
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lavisheci upon it to malie it enchanting to priests, lords, 
and scholars, as well as to the people. The walls alld 
pillars supporting tlie splendid ceiling were decoratetl 
with pictnres of tlie battles, the victories, and tlie con- 
quests of tlie Pharaohs who had ruled from t l ~ a t  room. 
The ceilings were elliblazoned with gorgeous color- 
ings-blue and gold intermingled. T11e approach to 
the throne was alollg an ai-le bordered 0x1 both sides by 
sculptured forms of various guardian divinities, n-liiie 
the throne itself was of ivory, and splendidlj- deco- 
rated with tlie lllost valuable precious stones wllicli 
the whole world protluced. 011every hand, througll- 
out the inimense room, in elaborate dress, and in 
proper station, stood the officers of the liing's Iio~~se- 
11old, his aged counselors, and the captains of his \Tell- 
disciplined army. 

As bIoses and Aaron entered, the proper officers of 
the court Ied thenl before Pharaoh, who mas seated 
upon the throne, with the entire body of his co~~rtiers 
about him, who, in silence, beheld with amaze~llelit 
the things enacted before them. Moses demantled, in 
the Dame of Jehovah, permission for the Israelites to 
go into the wilderness to sacrifice to their Lord. 
Pharaoh, with a contempt~lons srnile upon his lips, 
asked for their cretlel~tiala. I f  they assumed to come 
to him as tlie representative of a power beyond his 
realm, or superior to himself within Iiis realm, they 
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must show their official credentials, or he would not 
receive them. 

I n  answer, Aloses directed Aaron to approach the 
throne and m t  his rod upon the granite pavement 
before the kiug. Aaron, taking the shepherd's rod 
from Itlozes' liaud, advanced in the sight of all, cast 
the rod upon the pavement, and it immediately b 
came a serpent, which, with elevated head, gracefully 
nloved over the pavenieiit, then with angry flash in 
its eyes, and with quick darting of tlie tongue, swayed 
its head to and fro, aud iu close folds prepared itself 

I to resist attack. The gunrtls, startled by the ferocity 

I of its expression, rushed to the protection of the king; 

i but bfoses motioned them back, for no harm mould be 
I done the monarch by the serpent. 

Pharaoh had often seen the tricks of the magicians; 
and he was not greatly surprised at the success of 
Noses in this act. He knew the power that charmers 
possessed over serpents, and why should not tliis man 
Moses, 1vho knew tlie arts of the magicians, be able to 
deceive the less knowing ? H e  therefore quickly sent 
a messenger to the liouse of the magicians, who brought 
tn-o of them, Jannes and Jambres, who, learning what 
had been done, with contemptuous scowls at the new 
magician, as they supposed Moses to be, cast their rods 
on the pavement, and they too became living serpents 
and slowly moved along before them all. Although 

1- ""4 
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Pharaoh knew that these rods of the magicians mere 
serpents stiffened by strangulation, r e t i ~ r n i ~ ~ g  to con- 
sciousness when the pressure upon them mas removed, 
he thought they were the same as hIoses' rod ; then 
he contrived to doubt the reality of the miracle by 
Moses, and a weer of der is io~ marlied his features, 
and he xrould llave cast them from his presence, but 
that a strange e n c o ~ l ~ ~ t e r  took place before t11e1n all. 
The serpeut wl~icli came of Moses' rod, wit11 angry 
hisses darted upon tlie serpents of the n~agiciaus, and 
while they vainly attempted to escape, crusl~ed them 
in its powerful folds aud swallo\ved them, so that it 
mas the only serpent before the lting ; and while they 
were all amazed at t l~is  spectacle, Aarou advanced, 
and taking 11old of t l ~ e  tail of the serpent, lifted it up, 
and it instautly became a rod agaiu in his liand. 

The rod was now loolied upon with the greatest 
wonder; for all could see that it did not resemble the 
sliin nor the color of tlie serpent that had bee11 on tlie 
floor-nor had it eyes, mouth, or tapering tail. There 
were no riugs by wl~ich it could move along, neitller 
the warmth of a creature wit11 life, nor the cold even 
of a creature dead. I t  was siniply a piece of wood, 
an ordinary shepherd's rod ; and it so appeared be- 
fore king, n~agician, a11d courtier. It could not be 
disputed. But Pharaoh was not convinced. His  
heart was contrary to the Israelites, and he had resolved 
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to compel them to do his bidding; and this bold n ~ a n  
who had so greatly aroused them should feel tlie 

t r o p l  wrath iu due time. 
Pharaoh, therefore, arrogantly denied the requests 

I 

of the prophetsoof Jehovah, and ordered them to leave 
i his presence. They retired, not forgetting to salute 

the ~nouarch properly as they went out. They could r 
I be patient; for their hearts \!-ere filled with the confi- 

deuce that iu liis own time the Lord would bring the 

t liberation of his people to pass. 



THE BEGIBNIXG OF THE PLAGUES. 

THE time was now at hand for the release of the 
oppressed people. Moses and Aaron had gone 

out from the court of the king to prepare for showing 
him aod all the people the sovereignty of Jehovah. 
The following moruing, as Pharaoh with his courtiers 
and priests came down from his palace to offer the 
usual sacrifices to the Nile, RIoses alld Aaron stood on 
the river bank, close to the edge of the waters, as if 
about to engage in tlie service conducted by the king. 
Moses stood directly in tlie king's path, holding in his 
hand the rod which had already attracted so mucll 
attention. His  attitude mas that of a n~onarc11 supe- 
rior to the approaching king, and the majesty of true 
greatness crowned his aged brow. His  appearance 
awed the guards of the king. They drew back from 
before him, unable even to warn him to retire from 
before the coming procession led by the king. Nor 
did all tlie power Pharaoh possessed relieve him from 
the severe threateniags of these two old men who came 
out of the enslaved nation. 
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As Pharaoh drew ne:tr the water's edge, Jloses, 
1ooki11g irito his face wit11 stern majesty, said : 

"'l'lle Lord God of tile H e b r e w  11atl1 sent me unto 
tllee, saying, Let 11iy people go, tliat they nlay sen-e me 
ill tile \vilrlernr>~ : aud, l~ci~old ,  l~itlierto tltou wouldst 
not Iiear. TIIIISsaitli the Lord, I u  this tliou sllult 
I;llo\r th:tt I :uu the Lord : Bellolcl, I )rill srilite with 
t l ~ e  rod that is in ~ii ine ]land upon the waters wliich 
are ill the river, and tlley shali be turned to blood, 
a11d the fish that is in the river sllall die, and tile 
river :11:111 stink : alicl the Egyptialis shall loathe to 
clri~ili of tile water of the river." 

r .l i l e  liirlg a~lgri ly frowned 33 t l ~ i s  threat n-as pro-
iiour~cecl; but seizecl wit11 fear wlliclt he diil not 
corilpl~cl~tt~cl, furlie tlared not arrest Ilini, as 11e ~ p : ~ l i e  
t l ~ e  11:1tio11 of Israel, but refwed tlle reqricst, a ~ i d  
turrletl to a c c o ~ ~ i p l i ~ l ~  I I ~ J  prlrpuse of worsl~ipillg tile 
Sile.  3Ioses t l ~ e n  I~anticil his roil to -i:~ron, saying, 
a. lie tlitl so, ill tolies ~vllicll tl~rille<l the 11~'arts of the 
f~il~\rc.r . .of 1'11a~1ol1 wit11 &:1r : 

" T:~i ictlly rod, and strctcli orlt tl~ille llalld upon 
the n.:itel:i of Egypt, upi)ii t l~ei r  srrenm=, npon tlleir 
river.;. allti 1111o11 tlteil- ~)olltls, allif r1po11 a11 their pools 
of \v:ltcr, t i n t  tllcy mny beconie Llood? :111(1 t11atthere 
nlny he blood througl~oat a11 the 1:1nd of Eg:-pt, both 
in vcssel.~of n-ootl aud of stone." 

Aaron took t l ~ e  rod, aud wl~ile P l ~ a r n o l ~  and all his 
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servants gazed upou liim, snlote tile river ~vitli it, and 
immediately tile water clialiged fro111 a light greenish 
color to tile color of blood, and it flowed tliicl; lilie 
blood, ulitiI nothing could live in i t ;  the fish cane to 
the sur f~ce  and died, while serpents and otlier reptiles, 
turtles and alligators, haztily souglit escape frum tlie 
death tliat threatened them by crawling upon the 
lalid. Tlie people were filled TI-it11 horror as tliey 
gazed upon tlle ~narvelous transfornlation, and Phn-
raoh, trembling with fear and rage, turned from the 
river to r e t u r ~ ~to his palace, mhere tlle news was 
brougl~t to him tliat the water was seeu to be i n  the 
same condition every\vliere. Tliere was Llood in the 
artificial lakes in the midst of the flower garclens; 
Llood spouting from their fountains; blood in a11 
their drinking vessels ; blood ever-rhere. Jalines 
and Jambres, the nlngicians, dug pools, and iu tl~etil 
produced blood ; but tliey ere not able to cliange a 

single drop of blood caused by the rod of Moses. So 

. it continued for seven days, until all Egypt was 
alarmed for its life, and the distress of -the people, 
rich and poor, noble and slave, was allnost beyolid 
eudurance. T l ~ u s  tlie Lord answered Pharaoh's 
question, "IYlio is tlie Lord, that I should obey 
his voice? " 

But Pllaraoh wonld not let Israel go. W11en 
nature had resumed her former state. aud the river. 

s 
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wliicli gave fertility and life to Egypt, was flowiug in 
color :ilicf elearlless as before, Moses aud Sa ron  
again appeared behre  Pi~araoli, alid with uucliauged 
dignity 1Lose.j s:iid to 11i1u : 

'. Tlius sait l~ [lie Lord, Let  my people go that tliey 
may serve me." P1iar:ioli again fi.o\vnec\ at  tile p r c ~  
sulliptioll of tliis bondnltln, but Noses tl~reatelied: 
' . d11 t1  if t l~ou  ~.efusc to let tlieln go, bellold, I will  
sluire :ill thy borclers \vitl~ frogi;  slid tile river sllall 
bring f'ortli frogs :~bulidautIy, ~vliieli s l~all  go 111) atid 
collie itito tllilie l~ouse, a l ~ d  illto thy bet1 cll:in~Ler, a1111 
tipon thy Led, aud into t l ~ e  11ou.je of tliy servants, and 
upol~ tliy l)eople, and illto tliille ovelis, atid into thy 
lillea(ii11g trouglis ;slid tlie frogs sirall come rtp Lot11 oti 
t l~ee,and upon thy people, ati<l upon all 111~-acrv:itlts." 

This tlirent was agailist oue of the gods of' Egypt ; 
fur tlie fi*):~ were lreld sacred, because tliey were 
tliought to feed on tlte poi.ions iu tlie ri\-er and 
111:ir511c.s, tlrus lieepitrg tl;e \l-:iters pure;  a11J offeriligs 
Tvere given aiid libatiolls poured out 1)efure a coloss~i 
sph i l~x  11avitrg a frog's Ileatl, it1 a temple detlicated to 
tlie sacred frogs. Moses awaited the response of tlie 
liillg, but seeing Iris connte~lance g~t l ier iug anger, the 
Inall of Jel~ovnh said to Aarou : 

' a  Stretcii furrll thiue ha11(1, ~ i t i i  thy rod over the 
streatu, over tile rivers, and over tlie ponds; and 
cause frogs to come up upon the land of Egypt." 
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Aaron did so, a i ~ d  tlie frogs began coming in great 
armies, climbing the river bauks, and advanciug 
farther and farther over the laud; they came, !kith 
lioppings and croaliings, all slitriy and shining, out 
of the Nile a ~ i d  the marshes. I n  the daytime tile 
people saw them hopping steadily forward, and iu the 
~iigiit the noise of tlieir croalrings drowned all otlier 
sounds. The people could not go to bed because of 
the frogs; even tlie servants of Pilaraoli were not 
able to keep the frogs out of tlie royal coucli, much 
less the people of the laud wliose houses were riot 
guarded by troops of attendants. Tlie frogs canie as 
tliick as courtiers before tlie tllrone; they got into 
t l ~ e  folds of Pliaraoli7s robes. I f  a servant liauded 
llitn any article, a sliluy frog leaped up011 i t ;  even 
when lie went to tlie table, frogs spoiled the food, and 
in the midst of his own distresses tlie cry from the 
people of Egypt came to him, because of tlie irre- 

Again tlle services of the magicians mere called 
into requisitiou, and witli great parade tliey, too, 
brought frogs up; but tliey could not drive them 
back, and after tlieir failure Pllaraoh, u ~ ~ a b l e  to 
eiidure tlie loathson~e plague and tlie pleadings of his 
people any longer, sent for Moses and Aaron, and 

f 
"Eutreat the Lord, that lie may take away the 
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frogs from me, and from my people; and I will let 
the people go, that they may do sacrifice uuto the 
Lord." 

Noses liatened to this request with joy, and replied: 
'a Have t11ou this glory over me: against what time 

s11:tll I entreat for thee, and for thy servants, and for 
thy ptople, that the frogs be destroyecl from thee and 
thy liou:e, ant1 remaiu in t l ~ e  river only?" 

I'iramoll knew, siuce his magicians had utterly 
failed, that no human power could move the frogs; 
and so terrible x a s  the affliction that he nude the time 
as slrort a. pocsible. H e  answered : 

<- -Ig:iiwt to-niorro~r." 
" B e  it according to thy word," JIo:ei repIietl, 

" t11:lt thou n~ayezt Ii~row that there is none like unto 
tile Lord our Got?; anti the frogs s i~al l  depart fronl 
thee, :inti from thy Ilor~zes, ant1 from thy servant:, and 
from thy people; tliey shall reniain in the river 
only." 

Then Moscs and Aaron again went out from t l ~ e  
presence of Plramoh to pray to the Lord to grnnt tlie 
de-truction of the frogs. 

The  frog; did not go back to the river, and no more 
came out of the river ; but nherever they were, they 
d~ecl, until a11 over the land there \\-ere such qilanti- 
ties that they were shoveled up into great heaps and 
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Pharaoh refused to heed this Nebsage, :\lid scorn-

II fully entered his galley, a11d tlre rolvers sniftly con- 
v e y d  him from tlie place on n liicli tlie man of God 
stood. But thi? clicl lot prevent tile f~illing of tlre err;-e. 
RLose- returned to hi, I~orne; tlre night pas-ed an:ly; 
wit11 the morning tlie pl:~gne came. S\varni, of' flies 
came down upon tile land. Tire!. enteretl illto all the 
lron-es ; they dro\\ ned a11 other noises Ly their buz- i 

zing; they stung tlie people. the l~orseq. t l ~ e  cattle; 
they made every living creature alniost frantic ; they f 
swooped do\vrr upon the tenderest placei. the eye-, 

I ears. and n lrerever tlie sicin n as brolien or t l ~ r r e  n:~s 

I 
I 

I a sore. The Eg!-ptims called aloud to their gods io 

I 
I 

deliver t l ~ e m ;  but there was no delivera~lce for tlienl, 
except by an appeal to ?tlo;es ; ancl this I'11:11.n011 p ~ r t  
off :IS louc as p o ~ i b l e .  H e  tlid not niah to hanible 
himself before tlie man \vl~o \T:IS even now an:titing 
the fulfilln~ent of the king's pledge. 

But Ilc could endure it no longer. for Iris 5ervants rr 

could not protect him from the flies; and calling 
Moses ancl Aaron into his presence, he said to them: rp) 

" Go ye, sacrifice to your God in tlie land." 
But JLoses answered : 
" I t  is not meet so to (10; for F e  sliall sacrifice the 

abomination of the Egyptians to tile Lord our Got1 : 

I lo, s l~al l  we sacrifice tlre abomination of the E g p t i a n s  
+% 

before their eyes, and n-ill they not stone us ? We % 
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will go tilrep days' journey into the wilderiless, alld 
to tile Lord our God, as he -h:111 comnlnnd 

d u-.ll 
The;e ; i p s  of the ~ r : t t l ~  of agLiinst 

Eg! 111 llnd profo~~ucilya6tctcd tile peoi)le of otller 
l lo for b ~ ~ i u e - 5  or 1)len-nre n ere telnpol.:~l.ily 

in tile lallJ; nntl 33 tliey re,ilizttl the gravi;: of tile 
i 

cane, tiley lunJe 113,ty p re i ) a r~ t i~ l i s  to rt t t lr~l  to tilcbir 
orv11 Inntls, until the n rLitli of oEeiidtcl Deity a3 

$ nppe:laecl. 
Gntlually tlle full cigliificallce uf t11t.j~ eventi \v:I~ 

macie :cl,pnret~t. 011tile orle -icle nit, tile i t r c n ~ t i ~  

and nistlom of Egypt, with it- rna,v~~ific*eltt ten1ple5 
nnd its in\-inc;l)lt. arruies; cm tlie other sitle n :~s  a 
n:~tion of bo~idnien, \torn d o ~ r n  by Levere esnctio~l-, 
increa-ing r:ipiclly in numler only to inclen-e ill 
mi;ery, po--e--i!l: a nu:ionnl spirit tlint bo1111d tliern 
togtthcr in -tricte-t loyalty, and n Iie~itn~txof 1,riiliallt 

J promi;e, given to their :iiicecror;. n 110 n Ere p r i l i c ~ ~  
r 7and liingi. lhese promic~s nere for tilt: i~ltrlre,a~lcl 

held before tllelu a cu~lciition of life a3 a n:ltio~l IT llicll
.@ 

rro111(l be cqer ior  to tlii~t of all o t l~er  ~iatio~i;, fo that 

not fro111 Eg>-pt, but froni tliem>elves, all tile liatiolls 
of the earth w r e  to be blest. E g ~ p ttleperltled upon 

the111 to open out her resources, ariti enable the solis 
C of Egyptians to become her soldiers. To be in the 

army mas to hold a position of honor; tile labor was 



160 AMAL, TIIE AII~~LEKITE. 

to be done by tlie bondmen. T o  reverse this ~ ~ o n l d  [be 
a cornltlete social upl~eaval, that sllould not be accoln- 1 
pli-l~ed if tlie force of a r l l l ~  could prevent it. Yet f
this was what the aged JIozes no\v de~na~ided of A 

Plinraol~. , 
Six Iinndred thou-and men left their places uf toil, 

witlldre\v into their home-, m d  demanded freedom. iSix llnndred thoujand n-omen, ~ h o  :tndwere -troilg 
experienced in 311 manner of hoo-e\\orl<, left the 
palacei of Egypt, tile liitcl~enj and tile laullclrie-, tile 4 

oven.. and tlie sen-in: rooms, n-ellt to their Ilotne-, 
and demanded freeclom. Tn.elve ltr~lltlred tliou-and 
cltildren, the 1~orlier3 for the next t.ener:ttion of 

tl-:lclitions of their f:itllera concel.ni~~= frteclo~u, and 
learncd to llate tile labor \\-llicll \\-as t11,iving their i

i; 

parent' ~xematnrely to their Spa\-=. ;Id noiv tile 
time had come to settle tllii gig:tntic ln1)or problem. C 

" I t  I ~ I I I - ~be cettled at one itroiie," sn! 5 310-e;. ? 
i 

";ind the ma-teri are to be the d'erer,. All the 
gain is to be to tlioqe ~ r l i o  llave ~nffered oppre.s-ion.'' % 

But  Pliaraoli a ~ ~ d  all Egypt said : 
'. S o ;  this shall not be. The Israelites shall not 

go free.'' 
Succoth became n place of great activity, for the 

L

iuercl~ants rvith their cnravaus were departing. They 

LI could uot endure the stincinn of the flies. They 
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died rnitll disgust ~~r l len  they had only blood to 

drill]G. TIley were filled with cfiimay when tlie frogs 

callle ul)on tlleir food. KIleu the lice infested 311 
tlleir SU1'rOUll(lillg=, they were a~lial~lledto 10~1; olle 
nllorller in tlie face. \Vhen they lcarnccl tllnt the 
trouCleq \vcre only I)c.ginning, "-11vsy to the (1~-ert !" 
was tIleir cry. T ~ i e  cainels were collected ; the nlell 
iunJe tile I)e-t bnryin-  they cooltl. and tlie cnmv:iu 
beX:1n the jonrupy to tile cliuraut Eszt to y r e d  every- 
wliere the news of vhnt God n-as (loing for tlie 
1;rnclites. Sorue nnited, mnuy tlepnrted : nild before 
the Israelites went out of E q p t  tile .tory of their 
deliverance \vaq known tl~roughont the E:i-t,wherever 
carsvans carried the merchnnclise of E y p t .  

\Then the sign of deliverance was given to Iwsel, 
and tlie assurance that 110 more di-tre-zes Tyere to 
come upon Go-hen, Bela departeil, ant1 returlied to 
Sinai to tell Jethro tllnt the d a w  of freedom for the 
oppre3-etl nas  near at 11ancI; and T<ctn~.nli, I ~ n v i l l ~  
nccompli~hed lier mis;ioa, rettirned horn., tllltler 
vigilant ~vatch c:ire. She hsci seen nlucli of the life 
of tile rsrnelites. and her llenrt 11:id bee11 morec{ 

the dictre-zes \vhich they endnred. Fllp ]in(] llenrd 
fro:^ Bela's lip3 of the brave defense \yllic]l AIll31 

I13J r e ~ ~ l l e dTimnn. and she had also learned llolv 

Anlnl tllrnetl fi.0111 his a~sociates i n  Gozllen, the 
spell of ller entreaties to return n i th  her to Feiran. 

L 




I She felt di-may :it tlie tlionght of Timna n inn ing  

him from Iier; and slle Iillew tllut all t11e An~aleI,i~e 
tribal inflt~encci were empI(1yet1 to acco~npli-li tllij L 
re-tllt. Lous nf'ter t11t.y 1iad clepartetl, 1ietur:ih pan-
dered tllc-e event;, \\-itI~a gron i ~ i g  tli--nti-fiictio~l at 
t l l ~P O I I ~ . - Ptllcv 11:1,1t~11.;~11: but Ik la  ardently 11o~,ed 

, . . , .. 'liy sliould n Slidiau-
P 

I ite prince3j f u r d i e  her on.n people to cleave 111it0 -

l a stranger ? Ten~lerly lie gunrclecl Iietur:\l~; he 
t 

lent1 her illto ller father's tent as fi-ee fi-om trouble or 

st:\in a i  when >lie so valiantly left i t  to s3ve l ~ e r  
lover's life. 



CHAPTER SIV. 

TREACHEROUS PHhRbOH. 

HARAOH discovered tilnt, in the estinlation ofP tile Lord of ]leaven, he a n s  no better than tlle 

poore~t ~nrilial in the uation, and that these plagues 
mere sent to pnnisli ttie strong. arid not to oppress the 
feeble. H e  llad been traiued to believe that there 
IT33 no o:ie to (lispate llis ~viil, or to alter his com- 
mands. He llad his bervfiilts to convey him on laud 
or nu nater, n-lierever lie migilt choose to go; 11e 
could vary his life by dwelliug in this p:ilnce or in 
that ; he could ~vorsllip at  one tenlple or at  another ; 
he could spend his time upon one of the beautiful 
i~1:tntls of tlie Sile,  or in one of hi3 treasure cities. 
T t i o ~ t s a n ~ l ~of soldiers atterided him as gn:trciq, and 
thousand* of kervauts ha-t~ned to do l ~ i s  bidding. 
Wise princes relieved him of the routine cares of 
govejnn~cut, and eager priests attended to satisfying 
the claims of the gwls upon him. 

Suctdenlg. this supreme control of his surroundings 
is obatracted, and he iq coulnia~lded to be obediellt to 
a power heretofore u~tl;tlo~vn. d nian from the desert 
appeared, \Tho, with oilly a s1lepilercl7s rod as his 

163 
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1 
sytnbol of autl~ority, and mitl~out a single soldier or 
slave to attend llitu, demanded tliat he 4sl~ould sncri- 
fice the fountlations of liis prosperity; and, 1)ecause he 
refused, armyet1 against 11itn force5 which guards, 
n~agiciat~s,priests, and armies could not re&, and 
which follo~ved liim into his most ~ec re t  chaulbers, 
inflicting upon liitli the greateat mi-ery. He 1 ~ 3 3able 
to endure liis snfferingi withortt having l ~ i s  liar1~11ty 
will subdued. until tlle fliei pursuer1 him ant1 atnng 
him; then, l~urubled, he yielded to J Iu~es ,  and 
said : 

'* I will let you go, tliat ye may sacrifice to the 
Lord your God in the wi1,lernes;; only ye ~11:111ilot 
go very Elr away; el~trent for me." 

JIoles was pleased wit11 l ~ i iinbnli-;ion, and prom- 
i-ed to entreat the Lord to reniore the flie; 1): the 
morrow; then cautionetl him ng:linst dealing deceit- 
fitlly again. Tile Lord 11enrd 110-e< prayer, and 
tool< away the flies; but Pharaoh rcfi~sett to do  as he 
11:1(1 promised, and hardened his lreart as soon as llis 
afflictio~ls Fere removed. 

I 

' I 

I Then JIoses sought his presence again, an(1 more 
severely than before warned llinl of the sure juclgment 

I 
of God. Once more Pl~araoli l ian~li t i ly ignored the 
warnings, nncl the judgtl~ents speedily follo~vetl. This 

time the hand of pestilence was stretched out upon 

their cattle-a vital strolte at tlie religion of tlie 
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Egyptians. The Egyptians tended their sacred cattle 

the utmost care. Tile d e ~ t hof oue of tlte~ll \\.as 

univer5ally deplored ; t l ~ ehotly was en~balnled, and 
then the moat careful search was r u d e  for another 
bearing the required sacred n1arli3 to exalt it as a 
succezsor. Great temples were built for the wordlip 
of these animals, in xhich the  nlost learned boJy uf 
men in the nation concluctecl the services in their 
honor. 

TIle curse of Goct nOTT fell heavily Upon them. 
JIurrnill aeizod tlie sacred ox JIneriq, auil lie fell d ~ ~ d  
in tile presence of 1li.j ilorror-stricben attend:ms. 

Tlle bacred bull ,ipis al-o receive(\ tile stl.oltc, and 
died. Tlle herd3 of youug cattle in allicii sacred 
marlis had been deiected, alltl nllicli \rere kept fur the 
purpose of replacing tliose that clied, nere al-o etriclreu 
n i th  death. Throughout all Egypt co~lcerni l i~tile 
licrds of Loth rich and poor, the s:ime b ~ dcry nen t  
forth-'. Our  cattle are dyi!lg n it11 murrain." Tlie 
diaease al=o affected their horse;, a--e-, camels, goat;, 
ant1 sheep. It debtroyerl n great p v t  of the \tealti) 
of' the people, and brought disappointment nnd pov- 
erty to tliousandi of home,.. 

I n  the land of Goshen, honevcr, all lras serene. 
The crtttle and floclcs and Iierda of the Israelites \yere 
safely grazing, fiee from di3ease. Tilere no sign 
of murrain among them. 
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Tlie people saw the difference, arid the officers of 
the kiug alid servnuts of the temple, who were seeli- 
ing cattle wit11 sacred niark-, saw it, alltl could not be 
ignorant of the cnuie. But Pharaol~ sunk illto a state 
of obstinacy whicli could 11ot be brolieu by the public 
d i d r e s ;  he no longer allo\vec\ ream1 to exercise 
control over hia judgn~ent ;  lie l~ardenetl hia Iieart, 
a11d $aid the cl~iltlreu of I-rael sliould nut go. 

The I-raelites were toiling again in t l ~ e  cjtlnrries 
and bricliyard~. Tile tn-linia-ters, initiriate(1 b!. tile 
continued persecutions which fell upon I'i~nmoh and 
the land-for thus t l iej  tleeluctl the \fork5 of JIo3ez- 
drove the I-raelites the more cruelly to their tasks, 

Pllaraoh \vatc'l~e(l the progreis of Ilia YplenJid 
palace r i - i l ~ ~  bellcat11 the l~tbor of tl~ous:tntl, of -tal-
wart bontln~ei~.  Tile grcnt n a l l j  of Lricli :tud 
colu11111s of finest ~l~;lrbIe-al~o\\ ills Lot11 t l ~ e  strtogth 
and beauty of tire structure-inclicated tlrnt it \ \u~i ld  
be olle of the glories of his reigu. I I e  na,  stir-
rou~ided by his usual niilitary escort in glittering 

I 	 armor, w11ich attended him XIOW wilerever he nent. I 

0 There ere hundred3 of officers, gorgeorl-JIy decorstecl . .
and brilliantly ar~uetl, anti troops of m:igiclnn; to 

I 

lieel) up his courage by c o n t i l ~ u t ~ l l ~  hisc o n ~ ~ l i n i e n t i ~ ~ g  
I 
I 	 designs. They were near the lime-liilnq, \\liere tlle 

mortar was prepared to set f~i5t the briclis in  tlie n.all 
of the new structnre, when suddenly, from out of the 



TVhich Kas ~vatcl~illgthe royal procession,
{ 

llol.es slid Baron a P p ~ a r ~ l .Tile 1-rnelite, !vent 

dn\ \n  to tile ilearest lime-liiln, and  filled their h:inds 
v icll tile fine dust of tlie filrnace, arld c:lrrying tliis, 
n:lll<ed tliroogll tlie c l . o ~ ~ d  of sol(1iers 311(1 courtiers, 
u~l t i l  rhev stouci i l l l l l lct l i~tel~ in front of Piiar:lol~. 

,I- Jlose- 1ool;ed into Pharaoh's Gce, lie s:lw tll:tt 
nierc7 fouud 110 resting p1ac.e tl~erc. Tile glitter of' 

tlie liing.5 eye3 was l'ard and relent1e;s ; there TV:~. no 
use to urge an appeal. T\7itl~out it); b u tr~ t t e l  a ~ ~ o r t l ,  
nit11 at1 e s p r e ~ ~ i o n  of a n f ~ l i  111:ijesty rll)ou ilia brov,  
310-ei raised liij liancis lienvennar~l. up~lieci tlien~, :ind 
alloweci the finc toot of tlre fi~rnnce-almo>t ilnper-
ceptible i n  it- finellei--to spread it-elf tl~rongli the 
air unt i l  it seemecl to Le a ligllt clond gladunlly 
becc~nling tllinner as it esp:lndt~l. SIOUI! i t  nlovtcl 
tonard the king and hi. escort, tllen it ellveloped 

\Tit11 illrielis of ciicrnay the l i i t~g nncl lii- escort 
fled frum tile place. nllcl sought tile cervices of t l~ei r  

i i The Ji-tre-b 11-a. so I ,PCI~,tllut the people 
flvcliecj to the royal ~)~1:1~e,  nlrd before its gate3 gave 
veut to  tlieir cries. 
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sufferers \\.ere not ulloivetl to \ ~ o r r I l i ~  ; they coultl not 

I 1vo1.k in their fields, for tile 1):lill \v:ls too great; tlley 

I could not ccrve ill the :lrllly, f;)r tiley \ c u e  uii:ible to 

1
i Lcar the \veiSllt of t l~ei r  arlliur; :ill that tilt!. c~ui t l  

do tvns to sufilr, ant1 c1-y out btu111.-e of tllcir 1):iill. 
Tlle p1:lgue 11ad 1a:tcd rll:llly tlajs, \vllell, e:11.1,- in 

i the I I I O ~ I I ~ I I ~ ,  withMoses canlc bef'ore l'iiuraull tile 
E J I ~ I ~  as before :\~o rd - ,  

"Tlllis s:iitl~ the Lortl, Let my pcol~le go that tiley 
may serve lile." 

r1.ilese n-ords n-ere a1n.n~-s fi)llo\ve!l by ionie te~-ril)le 

ill 111:il<i11g 11iln :i spect:~clc> in \t-I~oni :ill the \vorI~l 
coulcl see I I U \ V  the glory alld po\vcr of t l ~ e  grc:~te-t of 
1iillg.s n.:~,s sr11,jeet to tile tiivinc will. 110.-es \v:il.~~e,l B

I 

the Icing that lie vns :~ l~ou tto -end n grc:lt :tr~tl D 

grievo~ls 11:1il 11po11 the 1:111(1. \vot~ld 8
'g

a11(1 i\-i~osoc~ver 
not seek protcctiun i l~ould  die; l,ut \vhosoever Ltlicvccl 
the rvorti of tlle Lord a11d S C I I I ~ I I ~l)r(,tectioll .-11,,~11d 
l i e .  r .l l l e ~ l  as 3 1 0 ~ ~ s  stretched fi)r111 his Il:~nd alrtl 
lifted his rod to\v:~~~tl the priests began their I~cave~l,  

prayers to Iaia, to ~ ~ l r o n l  
tlley attributcrl tile cuiitrol 
of the cea.sons, the cloocls, n~ ld  tile n-c:itl~er. 

Such a thing as hail was utterly anl<not\-n in E g ~ p t ,  
and for any I<i~ld of a storm to I)real~ IIpon tllelll, 

except the wind s tor~ns  from t l ~ e  desert, fiilecl the 
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n itll cousternation. Tile wanling JIoses gave 
. icy )re-t \\ ord he qnic\,ly aprt,itl ; fur b j  ti1i3 tilile the 1 ,I 


utterecl affected tlle people 3. the n ortl of n god. Al l  


over Eg!pt ptople Ild-tc~leci to placea uf he l ter ,  


tlloug1l tiious~uds under the colltrol of the king, or 

of rllc~ prie-t.. stlo\\ ed tlitir contenlpt of Israel's God, 

by coliti~luiilg at their e i ~ i ~ l o y ~ l ~ e n t .  


A t  lellgtll the .toiin 7\31 .  fro111 the beell a ~ ~ ) r o a c l ~ i l ) ~  
no] tll .  It pa,-,-ed over the lailtf of Gosllen, 1111' 

abure tile earth, gatliering force 3- it acivtinved, rul111lg 
in gre:il litavy ~na-;e-, :lnJ jet  r~o t  a sillglo bolt of file 
or pitce of ivt: n as ~ a a t  1ipti11 G ~ a l l ~ u .  The people \\ Ilo 
were fleeing f ~ r  -a+ to\\ar(l tile liol~iei of tlie Isrnc~l- 
ice, -eelueJ to be ru-Ling illto the face of tlle stor111, 
but tiley lillem that there, and only there, \\as safety 
to Le found. 11-lien tile iollillg cloud cawe near the 
Cit j  of the Sun it al>pearcd to bretlli, and out of it 
tlie ice, in pieces Iihe coar-e gravel, fell to the e:irtll. 

Tlie liail dropped nit11 t e ~ l i l l e  eff'tct upon III : I~ ,  

beast, and ~ e ~ e t ~ ~ t i o ~ l ,  cutt i l~g illto pieces eve].! tllillg 
iu  its nny. 'rile dtlrlille-? of the storm \\as i]lullli- 
llated by illce>s311t fl:i>iie> of ligilt from the streal,s 
of fire nilicll callle donn n it11 the Itail, rill(] to  the 

frightened peollle it scenled as if all tlie 
collzpired ngainst them. 

F r o ~ u  loft^ palace \I indon ;. Pliarnoil bellelt] tile 
storln advanciiig. H e  11 atelied it as it iated, up-
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rooted, and cut illto pieces tllc most aged a: n.r.11 :,; 
tlre youngejt of the trees in field arltl gartiell. I fe  
saw how in a 111otlre11t B sheet of stor111 L~l ra t i l i~  111)011 
a field utterly de5troyecl :ill life rlpon it, n11t1 that even 
tlre sheds in 'irlricli ~ ~ o r L m e n  fourid shelter fronr tile 
rlstlal fierce noontlay heat were dashed to the earth 
con~pletelj- ~ r e c l i e ~ l .  H e  sa\r that the gotls of Eg!.pt 
were ntiable to iuter1)o-e to protect tile peo~,le. nut1 

L L 

tirat tile nlagic.iauq lint1 fled for iafvty, no longtlr nhle 1 
to \ ~ o r l i  their mir:tclea nor cheer the heart3 of tile 
suffering olie-. 

Tiielr Plr:~raolr retrreu11)eretl the words of lIo,eq, 
t1i:rt Gutl sllould selrtl this <torn1 I)ec:~tl-c Ilc 11x11 
es:lItcd Iiim-elf a9tilr-t the ~ l l i l d r ~ t r  of God;  atld, 
1)eiltg torlclletl 'irith remor-e atld fe:u., 11e yelit f i r  3"i 
310-r.-, and .1:1r011, am1 pro-trated Iri~~iself'11111irLly 4 

bt.C)re tl~enr, -ayi~~:p  
-3

3: 

" I l~nve -inoetl thi3 time ; the Lorrl i.i rigirteo\iq, 
f;

and I and In? pcfiople :Ire n icl i~d.  Elltreat the Ilortl : 
for there have Lee11 eno11~11 of the-e ~ l r i ~ l i t y  t l~ul~(ler-
in=- 311(1 hail ; alrd I will let you go, alrd ye ~1is11 

st;^^ 110 l o ~ i ~ e r . "  
1 4 

Altl~ouqli 110-ei linew th:lt Pllnraolr ' i~o~ll t lnot 
I ' I 1  i IiWl) lri5 \\-or<], lie ' i r ~ ~ ~ i t  iris I I : I I I ( I ~fi)rt11, :ltr(l s l ~ r c ~ a ~ l i ~ i g  


I 1)efi)re I I ~ I I I .prayed to  Gof l ;  atrcl ill an-'irer to the 

pt.:kycr tlic storm cea~ctl. 


What B s i ~ l r t  tlrell appeared as the ~eop le ,  seeing 
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to-morrow will I bring locu.ts illto thy bortler; alld 
they shall cover tlle face of t l ~ e  e ~ r t l l ,  tllat oue b]lall 
not be able to see the earth; allcl the- ~ l i a l l  eat tile 
re.-idue of that ~vl~icllis escaped, n l~ic l l  remaineth 
ullto you from tlie Ilail, and 51ia11 eat every trce \rllicll 
gro\vetll fur you out of the field : alitl tliy Iiou-e* .11a11 
be filled, a ~ i d  the Ilou,es of all t11y servants, ant1 the 
I~ou-es of all the Egyptianj;  as lieitller thy fatilers t 
nor tliy f t l i e r ~ '  fathers have seen, ~ i l ice  tile day that ! 
tiley were upou the cart11 ullto tliis day." 

Tllell tlley \vent out of Pharaoli'a 1)rcsetlce. I 

B u t  tile courtiers i n  attendance ou tlie Ling, n l ~ o  1 

hat1 encuumgetl lii~ll to refuse to let the 1sr:ieIites go, 1 
i

\vlien tlie >r~~ibhiue plague,had come afier the la-t ? 

\\-ere now a1:lrlnecl more tl~nrl ever, aud begged Ilim 
to let tllelli go. Influenced by tliem, lle recalled 
3Io.e~ nud Aaron, au(1 &aid to then1 : 

" Go, x r v e  the Lord your God ; but a110are tlley 
tl1at 111a11 go .I " 

" Y-e nil1 go," JIo=es boldly replied, " wit11 our 
young and \I ith our old, with our saris and nith our 
daugllteri; nit11 our flocl;, and \vitll  our Ilercli \rill 
we go: for we must hold a feast unto t11e Lortl." 

The authoritative llia~iller in ~vllicli I\Ioies declared 
his purpose angered the l ing ,  aud lie fiercely 
replied : 

" So be the Lord with you, as I will let you go, and 
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your little auea. Look to it, for evil is before you. 
Not so ; go now ye t l~a t  are men, aud serve the Lord ; 
for that ye did desire." 

Then, calling ilia guards, lie ordered tliem to thrust 
Moses and darou out of tile palace. 



CHAPTER SV.  

FAREWELL TO GOSHEX. 

monarch of the ricl~est country under the sun; 

:ill the nations on its borders, and before wl~om priests 
aud ni:~gicians l)o\ved their I ~ e a d ~ ,a\vnliene~l to tile 
?pirit n-11icl1 11x1 filled the Pl~araolis \v11o I I : ~preceded 
I~im. \Titi1 surpri.ce lie conteniplntecl his contie5cen- 
sion: so loll:. protmcted in his be:lring toward t11e.e 

call was lris brave army;  1v11y 11acI he not u-ed i t?  
Before his throne stood liundreds of bc:ii~tifi~ll!--
clothed servants, ant1 guards ~ i t l ~  shining \vc:~pt)i~s. 
H e  I~acl only to lift I~ i s  finger in con~n~:lnd, nncl every 
one of t l~enl woultl die to serve 11iu1. H e  \ m i  still 
Pl~araoh, and he woolcl no longer submit to tile dicta- 
torial adtlre.is of these bunt1 slaves. 

Upon his call the g i ~ a r d j  atlvanced ; they dnre(1 not 
tlisobey their king, ancl taking l~o ld  of 1lo.e~ 
Aaron, \vallrecl them do\vn the court of tlie p l ace  to 
the outer gatc.q, and there t l ~ r u t  them out. The 
aged men inl~lledi:ltel~ left the palace, nud went to the 
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allere tlley had before stretclled fort11 the  rod, 

anti then ,lIojej-tretcIlec1 fort11 his rod :lgaill. Ile 

did so, a strollg en-t n.incl begon to I)lo\v. A11 n igh t  

it  blew, and n l l e ~ ~the  niorni~lg cnrne the  people saw 
a lluge blacl< cloud, ruovi~lg ~~npi t l ly ,  wit11 a great  
noise torrnr;l [heir 11ome+. Ti le  ligilt of  the t l l o r ~ ~ i n g  
facled into a clarliness l ike that  of  tile 1li~11t ; for this  

coyerect all  the lnncl of E z y p t .  T h e  1ocr:sts 
alighted on the  lantl ; t11t.y made n clean sweep o f  1i 

ererS-tiling they iot~cl~ecl ; t1le.v tlevori~~ctl t h e  11-heat, 

the spelt, tlie blossomi, tile fruit  ; anti, still I I L I I I ~ I , ~ ,  

by cr:eping and  flyiug, songllt to  enter the 11ou-ej in  

searcli of' more substnncc tu fi~tsc1 L I ~ O I I .  


Tlie t e r r i b l ~  afflic~ed people crietl 1011~11y to tlleir 
god Ser:ipis-tlic god n-lloru tiicy \vt,r..l~ipi.d wit11 n 

gorgeous system of eervive.; as a pro:ector ngai11.t such 
creatures as l u c n - t ~  ; b a t  Ser:tpis n.iis -iIetlt. j 

It n-as t l ~ e  God of  the Hcbren-s  that w:rs co~i t ru l - i 
ling the affair.^ of tile I:~nd. I 

Phamoh was now more a l a r m e ~ l  than ever. IIe I 
! 

feared his beautiful Iiingtlorn ~vonlt l  I,ecorne as hare 
and desolate as t l ~ e  desert. ASnin Ile eelit for JIoses 
and in haste, and  confes>itlg his sill a*l;cd for-
giveness, praying that  this affliction migIlt be removed. 

hIoses prayed, and  a s t rong ~ v i n d  catne from the 



'T 
176 AJIAL, THE BJIB1,EKITE. 6 

F 

f

Then Pllaraoh Legan to quibble again, nncl failed 
to give the conlmand for tlie cl~ildren of I.~rael $ 

-. 
to go. ! 

Moses did not \v:trn lliril of the next p l :~~ue .  
Every time the s u n  Ilad resumecl its pan-er, aiier the 
cessation of a pl:lgr~e, Pllnraoli Ilardenecl llis llc3:lrt. 

Tile splendid City of tile Sun, illun~il~atecl I,! tile 
sniile of O..iris, \v:ls Pharaoll's cleliyllt, and Ile relldvretl 
unto Osiris his rlioet f'~itht'i~l service, 3s tile all-l~o\ver- $-

$
f111 deity. 

So\v  Noses stretclled fort11 11;s llnnd toward heaven, 
an(1 the porver of 0.5iris \vas shon-n to 1)e of no 

accorrl~t. The m!.s liy,.ht failed ; t l e ~ ~ s eof tl3rl;r1eas 
crtll't over a11 the land. Hetiwen Israel and E g ~ p tthe 
line of division :ill liyllt in I.rael, a11e x t ~ n ( 1 ~ d :  
dar1;ne.s in E 2 ~ p t .  Tile people dnred not Illore oat 
of their places; they coulcl not use any of their htmse- 
hold articles nor search fur a h ~ e n t  ones. Enell one was 
enveloped as in the pall of deatll. I t  was terrif\-ills 
to tllerii. Pllaraoll calletl to ~Iosei-lle conl~l not 
send to I~irn, even tl1on~11 JIoses n-as near. Ph:lr:~ol~ 
still desired to con~pron~ise. 

"Tlie people can go, a11 of them, h u t  their flocks 
must remain behind," he said. 

But SIoses would not consent to this. 
A s  the d s r l i ~ ~ e , ~ ~  liis arro- lifted, Pl~araoh rewnied 

gance, and said to Rlose;, "Get thee from me, take 

* 
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Lee(] to tllyself, see my face no more;  for in day 
thou <ee?t face tlinu halt (lie." 

TIlell >loses ans:vcred, \\it11 a l l  t l ~ e  dignity of his5 

f 	 nature nrou-ed, n11d cu~~ac ious  that the  hour of de-
parture \[as at 11a11(1: 

' a  T l ~ o u  hazt spolien well ;  I ill see thy  face 
agn i l~  no more. Tlrr~,,-nit!] tile Lortl, d b o u t  r n i d ~ ~ i g l t t  
n ill I go 	v t ~ t  illto the midst of  Egypt: and a l l  the  

i" 	 fir-thorn i n  t11c 1a11cl of Egypt sIia11 die, f rom the  

fir-tboril oi I-'ilaraoli that  r i t t e t l~  npon his t!~rone, 
ere11 nn to  the  fir-tboni of the  maicl-ermnt that  i j  

I ) c l i i ~ ~ l  A n d  

A 

the mil1 ; anti a11 the firstborn of cattle. 
tllerr -11nll be n great cry t l~ roughout  a l l  tlie land of  
Egypt. .11(.11 as tlirre 11~1th bren 11o11e lilie it, 11or '11~11 

be like it any  more. Ent agaillst an: of tile clli]drell 
of I z ~ ~ t l~11i11111cit a (lop move ]]is tolii.ue, :191ill.t 
mail or bc3.t : that  Fe nla!. I ino~v  11olr t11:lt tile L o r d  !dot11 ~ tn t3 diffel.c.11c2 htn-eel] the  Eg?ptians a n d  

Ismel. Aucl all tlir-t. thy  ierrallt.5 shall come do\rll  
t111to rile, a ~ l dbo\\- do\\-11 t l ~ e n l ~ e l r e j  rue, saying, unto i
Get tilee o ~ ~ t .  nlici nil tlie people th:tt follow thee :alld 
sfier that I \\.iil go out." 

After i1ie.e norti., ~ n e n l ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,so f r ~ l l  of f t ' n r f ~ ~ l  JIoses 
.sent out  of tlie presence of Pl1:1rao11 3 1 ~ 1  entered illto 

the 1:111rl of Gosllell: :illd t11et.t' nt once cnllecl illto his 
PTeseli~e all the eldc.l.s of Israel. 

http:tolii.ue
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of the Almighty, the cl~ildreli of I.-rael llnd becu 
enjojing prosperity. Tlleir field3 \\ere rich i l l  I~nr- 1 
veats, their floclis in yol~llg, their I ~ o ~ ~ ~ e l ~ o l t l -in 
llealtll, ~ I I C I  their hope of c1eliver:lnce \ \a> glu\\ illg. ! 

JI:ln? Eg?ptia~ls anti slnvcr, $0 varietl a3 to (~vnlprise #-

a luixed nlultitiide, graclrl:\lly c:irlle to tl1e111I,, Le 
I 
I oucler the l)rutcction of' tllcir God, :cut1 tlley carefi~lly 

1 ob=erveci tlie I-rnclite;, t u  (lo exactly a- t l~ey dill. tliat 

I *  the\- nligl~t  ~ i o t  Ire coi~tle~lillrd of' tile 1)- tlie tie-tro!er 
tli-obeciiellt. The people of E:! pt \\ere no\\ :il~aious 
til:lt the Israelite- sl~ould go. to tllenlT t ~ e y  I ~ r u r ~ ~ l l r  

I 

! 	
je\\el-, rainlent, gift- of n l ~ ~ n y  c r nuuld ;1,irld-, \\ 11,1tc\ 

I ( I  11:iateu their delxlrturc or espre-a the tie-ire of iivor : 
fro111 I-rnt.1'3 Gocl. a 

Bcfure t l ~ i -time tlle Egyptian- h:td be-toneti their 
:it'[, 11po11 the :ilt:tra of tlleir s~)cl-, orill  their tc1111)1t,-, 
t o  t l~e i r  prie-t, ; hut they 11:1(1 lenrliccl t11 i t  :ill tile I 

!
pci-  of Et.! pt \\ere po\\ crle-- to avert cli-a-[cr, nud < 

I 
I t11:it the clrildle~i of 1sr:iel \\ere fivorecl as l,iit-t> Ly 1 

their grt':it Go(1. 11c11ee t 1 1 e ~  I ) t u 1 1 ~ 1 1 t  i l l  :~l)i~ild-
I ance to t1ic.e i:ivored pcol)le, e\  en tl~em-cle-~)oil~~i: 

4 I .iel\.es tll:it the con-cioa-ne--: of .-actrificbe n ~ i ~ l l t  2be tile 

1 
I 

111ore ~:~ti-f:tctory. i 
I 


i t 


F o r  3, long tillic tllc clliltlrcn of Isrncl Ilnd been . .
oryan~zlng, nncl nlnkirig l)rcp:tr:~tions fur tllvir clcparb 
ure. They believed tlr;lt tllc lluur to l)c.gir~ tile lunrch 

I 

II  

/I was not far dirtallt, 311~1out of all Egypt tllc members 
1 
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of their households hat1 been qathcretl. The children 

had come to thpir father'd hearthstonr~; the tribes 
\rere all in order. xncl waiting. A1lltlas Mo,es each 

time nent unto f'hnrat~h, the? pm: ecl auc'l sang pwi-ea 
to their God, looliing for the signal to Luove. I'ilie a 

skillful general, Jlo>es had lcft nothing unatten(1ed to, 
and as he caw tlie ciap appruaching. lie gatllerecl near 
hinl the elders of I:rael, that each onr in his on-n 

tribe might 5ee that hi3 commands were faitlifullj~ 
carrietl into execution. 

At lengrll the ~vorcl n-as gircn that the time Mas at 

hand. I t  Iya. the mol~th -!bib, and Tras to be hence- 
fc,~fh cotzntecl as the first month of the year. The 
Israelites Irere cornman~lecl to prepare thorouglily for 

1 the great crcnt, and on tllc t1~11th day of the mo~ltli to I 
select a innle lamb ~ritliont hlen~ish, citiirr a sheep or 

1 
a goat of the iirht y a r .  ' I l l ~ y\ i ~ . l . r ~to kvp it until 

j 
tlie fourteenth clay of rhe month, ant1 then pilhlicly 
l x ~ tit to death, take its bloocl, antl ;prilililc it on thcir 
c1o:jr post<. They w r e  to have all tlleir flt,~lis all(\ 
p o ~ s e s ~ i o ~ ~ s  tlor:~i.llit1 rtlacli~less for llel~arting ; their 

\\-as to be miser1 11-ittlout Icavrn, 2nd their dU11:h 
S tronghs n ere to btl bount'l upon thpir sllclnltlrr.;. On! tile tent11 day of the month ere? hou-&old in T,mcl
it selt.ctec1 its lamb fhr sacrifice, 31111 \Thile the terrible 

dark11ess spreading over Egpt tile of 
Ifoses were obeyed. 

E 
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E\ lll,ubellold in Egypt T a r <  quirerillg ~vitll fear. 

Ill the llousej of Israel all were engaged in llastily 
fea>tillg. the midnight hour came, a great cry 
ruse frum all tlie d~vellings of Egypt. The of 
RIoses had collie true! Insmntly, struck by all invis- 
ible force, the eldest born in ~ c h  liouse that lvas 
foullcl unmarked by the blood uf the slaill lamb 

Yliaraoli bclielcl tlle cleat11 of his ow11 son, slid heir 
to tlle throne. Tlit coartic11-s TI-110 had encunl.:ig(~pcd tlic 

king to resist AIoses saw their eldest solis (lie; the 
htreets filled wit11 cron-(la nailing ant1 cr~i11g 
unto l'hamoh to let I-rael go : for dcatli llad come 
upon their liouse~. Plia~auh, nn:iGle tu repre-s 11i.j 
terror, callcd fur 1\Ioscs ali(l -larull, a ~ i ~ l  cor~~ni:~ndccl 
tlicl~l to go, JIe->engers .oo11 foa~id I\Ioacs, n~tcl tlle 
words of Plisraoh were told him. Great cron d-, of 
Egj-ptiaiis also ru.-hed up to tllc Isr:lelites, 11 ith jc~vcls 

and gold, and begged tlie~ll to depart at once. Tllen 
3Iose.j lifted np his rod. The trnmpeters snlv tile 
s i p  ; tllep blew up011 their truml~ets ; in tile distance 
the sound was taken up, and in a fejv moluellts the 
grwt march had begun. All Israel, n ith tlleir flocks 
and lleds, were wending their \yay to the gathering 
place appoillted to begin the E d w .  

While ~ i t h  joyful songs and happy congratulations 
children of lbmel were nlarclring toward Suecotll, 
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a very different body of people ivas marching out of 
a 
t 

the cities of the Egyptians. P 

t 
Egypt 1va.5 filled with funeral proccs~ions. The 

keenest distress wa. felt by many, bcca~ise tllc.re lvere 
not embalnlery enough to care fur the deatl, nor gyave 
clothes suficient to enwrap them. Crics of c1e~~)e.t 
woe were heart1 bcf'ore every temple, an(1 the pritle of . 

tlle people 15 a laid low. The river S i le  n:t- (.runded 
with boat* carr! in? tlic tlcn~l to tlitl tom1)s. 

A:. the roy~ll I)arge nio\ ctl (III n it11 it:. grief--tricken i 

ni:~stcr, inste:ul of tile rcgrct~of' tl~c. l)c~o~)lc. I'l~:rlaol~ 
received only tllcir cur-es. The (*it!- of' tllc clc:i~l \\:IS 
cron (led. 'L'hc oclor f'rc~~u the bo~lich- t11:tt 1.o11111 110t be 
care11 fur fillrtl the air, :rrlel evcry l~cnrt (Iui\t ~ t t ~ l\\ it11 
tile inten-e at~eui-11 ot' I)ln-tctl I~o~lcs  :ri111 t~li-l~l:ic~~'~l 
t rwt  in tlieir f:,il.;c pis. Tllc gricf':i~ltl :.31111('-- of the 
Egyptian- I\ a- as gre:tt a- tlic glatlt~cb-- of' tllc. I-~111- 
itos, ancl erery hou-eholcl in Eg?-l)tnow I;~icw that the 
only living Gocl was the Gocl of Israel. 



1
1 
I 

CHAPTER STTI. 

G~JISG OUT F R O X  EGYPT. 

HE generalreudc~mu. j  of tile I\raelite.j \\-aq tile 
Tvell-hnol\-n g r~ ,~m( l ,or ph(.e of tentq, 


llenr Lalie Tillljah. on the eaftern border of' 1)t. 

, beyond the cities of E p p t ,  near a plentifill 


,cnl'plv of fresir nater, the caravan- traveling all11 

from s g y p t  Ilaltecl ancl prel)arcd for their fiii-tllc'r 
joume!-. This p1uc.e) cJlctl Succoth, \~el l - l<nc~\ \~l  to 
every Lraelite. \In, tc, he their fir-t resting-l)lncbr, 
~vhere tlie more l~rrfec.t ortlcr of n~arcll (ao111(1 I)e 
arrnueed, autl cuitablc. pro1 i+ion fur their tlc~c~hs could 
be aec~wetl. 

For  se~-ei:~l day< the hcl~ti  n e w  :atl~erinc. Tlie 
tribes were assigri~tl tlieir stations. the familie; nnit-
ing tlieir poq-esaions : the breacl trougl~s were un\lnng ; 
ar~dthe fir>tfeast of fresh unl~avenecl bread partaken 

of by the c.nthusiastic travelers. Tilen, n hen a11 \\-a 
reaclv, they looked to I \ loq~i  for the signal to acl~anc,~.  
As they lo(~kecl np thev beliel~l n sign in the heavens, 
inclicating the presence and the guidance of Go(]. 
Over the a m p  reyted a huge cloncl, to silelter them 
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of the people, nho  realized tire). lvcre still in 

Egyptian thralc~om. 
The Israelites cuamlled bcforc gatey; tllcll as 

the gate? did llot open, 31"-es eol~nlllnicatdto tile 
princes of tile tri\)e3 tI:at it \ia- Guc~'-  P U ~ P O Z Ct ~ )t ~ l l  
tllem back tonard Eg-,pt, in+tead of nt once leadillir 
them forcibly thr~ugl l  tlie IT-all. Then the cl(lu(l 

begaD rise. the tr~lllpets ere blon 11, the c.llictfini1lr, 
gatllered their depenclents, nud the a-toni-llctl 110.t 
fol1o1~-ed its directing m,~tic~n (Inn11 tlie n e-t z~tle vf 
the canal, Tvitllin the n alled I)ordtr of tlle 1:ulcl tv~ \ :~r ( l  
the south, so a- to p a - U I T T  of' t l i ~  land 1 , ;~  the nay uf 
the c1esei-t arid the Sea of I<eetl-. 

It recpir,,cl Iuany ( 1 3 ~ 3to acc.c~m~,li-ll this. fi)r the 
'host 11to~ ed rlon ly. They n ere rlclt !c.t ncc.11-tc ,lrlctl to 
military order, and tliere IT ere great fluvli- to 1;ccp 
sepnratc, and at tlic ZRlUe time to be mrecl hr .  

This turning Lack tu bc contrary to tile~ e c n ~ e ( l  
purl o3c inducing their deynrtuie froru tlleil Ilunlcs. 
But, ho~vevcr nlyhtcrious, they coul(1 not di<l~nte tile 
commands of ?tIoie=, oi di.obey the of tile 
cloud; therefore the imrnenqc body of pcuple nent 
on~varcl with unfai!ing cctn~idcnce tolvard the sout]l. 

L I L I ~couIitermarcIllng, In Lg:-pt the days of rnourniog 

for the ~lcacl were pa-sing anay. I n  the period of 
their ceremonial tribute to tlie dead, tlie Egyl~tians 

i 
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could not attend to the departure of their bondmen. 
Elit when tllese (lays \rere over, a1111 the colu-t a i d  
army a11d t a s l i ~ ~ f  retnrnecl tileers to t l~ci r  pl:lces, 
rcn1iz:ition (if tllcir loss burst ~ ipon  tlrem. 

O n  every 11:lntl \vorlilnen were ncetletl ; f lr the 
c1cvfist:~tcd c.1~1111itiori of the e01111try stro~igly nppc~alotl 
to thcir 11ntion:ll pritlc at  once to repair nricl r e l , ~ ~ i I ~ l  
tllo waste place.<. This tlic tlror~i~(~lveslFy1~t i :~~Is  
collltl 110t (11,. l'hc3ir sori.5 \vet.(. in t l ~ c  pric-tl~~,otl, or 
i n  tllc army, 0 1di.+il):ltiriK tl~cair tinic in tlict feasts :lncl 
1 1 1 r i e .I i 1 1  1 I t i 1 1 : 1 i t .  Tlie 
~ ~ j r l i  t c ~ ,~t.1.c~:lt t n l i ~ i ~ ~i i ~ r  tlrc' -1; ivc in I\.:I~. or 
f'1~011i t l ~ c ~ ~ ~ l ~ l ~ ( ~ ~ * \ v : ~ t t ~ r . ~ , f ' t l ~ t ~Xi]($. I t  I\-:I.+ tl~c~\vorli 
of tl~cl s i s  I~1111tlrc~tl 110ir11111t.ntl io~~-:t~r(l  \\-1111 I~ncl fled 
t l ~ s~0111itry I I ~ C ~ ( ~ I -it1t(~t11li11~ to rct11~11. 

E,~yptinli  priclcs. a\-:~ricat>, to urge :1:111 Irnto c~c~nil~ir~etl 
~ ' I I : IY : \o~ I ,  t110 1101)1(1., :ln{l t11c pooplt~ to tllcirI I I I ~ . + I I ~ ~  

flccitl,: l101itlr11c11. 1'111,ir l~a tc  \\-a$ i~~tcrlsc. I'ntllcrs 
\v11o Ira11 ~ I I - t  I)11rictl the 5011s of \vllo~n t11r.y w r c  the 
l ) r o ~ ~ t l ~ ~ s t; brot11t:rs \~-Iio c0111tl no lor~yer rec,eive the 
aitl ant1 col~~iscl 1)rotliers; con~l ) :~~~ie ;troops:of of 

\V~IOSCcaptains hacl so silently fillen in (lent11 11: the 
strolie of the Chi of Isrncl-all thir+ted for rcrcLilge 
upon tlic hosts n-110 hat1 tllrls scciirctl thcir lil~eration. 
TYllen the officers of the I;ius, placed in guartl over 
the gates: of tlie ~ m l l ,  sent messengers to l'linrzlol~ to 

tell of the deliberate mar~hes  of the 1ar:ielites inside 
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the .irnlls, of their tmveli first to the northeast 
of the Imld, illen to~rnrd the s o ~ h ~ n s t  by 

the sea he reeovereil his pride and deter- 
nlineclto recall hi. \ford given to tl~em, and conlpel 
tllem to return to I~oriclaoe. He thought, 32  cli(1 the 
gu31',l.: of the grates u:ltl his cot~rticrs, that the Iqrael- 

ites \\ere eonfn~ed, ancl that being left to tlrcm~elves i11 
tlleir uncliscil,line~l Ytate the-  did nut ~ ~ I I O T Irvl~ich \\.a? 
to go, bllt 'ir ere beculuing entanglecl in the unfavoral)le 
arlil nnbnon n road; in tllat part ui' the Inntl. 

Pliaraoh t!;ot~zht that, 11) attac!,ing tllen~ nit11 his 
srruy. he coulcl (1c;trny the greatcr nrliribcr of' tllcm, 
aud hying the othcra bask into bo:l(l:~~e. Jlalring his 
arranzerncnts to ( l ~ p r t  iln~r1e;li;ltely, lie co~nm:un(lc~l 
11is pcrieraly to nln-tcr at O I L C ~the army, ~ \ - i t l ~  all the 
cliar~otd and lnor-cnlr.11, pur-ne the 11wt of b011(11ne11, 

ant1 retnrn thciu to their taal;s. \\7itl~ tllr >pcccl char- 
acarerizing the muvenneut- of the \\-ell-cli-cjI)liIle(I 
E g ~ l j t i a l ~army. tlircj~!~llyenr3 of service tmining, 
they ~ U ' Z U ~ C ~the Israelite<, ancl carlle up to tllcnl just 

n he11 they \\-ere ~veclged in a place out of \rllicll tlley 


gate through tire wail. I t  \\.as at all time, t l~oror~~lr ly  
prrisu~ied, eld its f r o a ~ ~ i n gbattleiue~lti grimly 
threatened the Israelites, T Y ~ I ~were inuw ia tlre ralley 
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at the base of tlle hill on n-llich tlie fortress stood. 
East of them n-ere tlle tlecp waters of the Sea uf 
Reeds, lashing the sllore nud rolliug np to the \-cry 

elld of tlie Egyptia11 \\.:ill. Sur th  of tllcm 3v:ls tile 
mountain kno\\-ri as l'i-li3liirutll; \\.Ilile suutli uf tliclll 
~ 5 - a sthe mountain GeGcl --ltacjrlh. the -urulllit U ~ ~ I I  
of this moruit:~in stood the temple of Baal-Zcl)li~n. 
KOwontler that tlle ofiicers of' l'llaraoh's arniy 111atle 
merry wit11 jcsts and langl~ter at tlie .supl)o-cd blu~ltler- 
ings of the Israelites, to allo\v thcusel\-e;j tu Le ca11~lit 
in sach a tmp. 

T l ~ e  peo1~1cof I.~lltel, llcariug tlle sllouts of tlie 
Egyptians, ancl Feting tlieir gli t tcri~~g array in 1)rirsrlit 
of tllcm, \\-ere frigl~tened, n~ld tl~or~gllt tl~:it d(~trr~(,t iuu 
threatc~ied tl1c1~1. Tliey 1iac1 left tlicir li(~ln(as 01~1ily 
ancl l)ol(lly, not 1 ) ~ ->twltl~,  nor in the 1)11t~ l i g l ~ t ,  
as.5urecl tlint 1'11ar:lc,ll II:IC\ g iwn I ~ i s  vo~lse~lt to t l l~ir  
departure. They liatl advanced n~iti l  tlley ~ : L L I I C ~in 
sight of tl:e border wall, then follo\vcd it to its 
southern termination at  tlle Sca of 1:eccls. Every-
where the wall fro\v~ictl npon tllcm. I ts  three n ~ i ~ l i t y  
e t e ,  defended by grezzt fortresses, had remai~lcd 
closed, and thus far they liacl foli~~cl tlint they could 
leave their homes, but could not go out of tlir! lalid uf 
Egypt. Terrors were on every sidc. They \\-ere 
hemmed in by their foes, aud nature scelilcd to be 
against them. 
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Bml-Zeyhon J T ~m Egyptiae temple. I t  was a 

telllple representing a dolible faitlr. Bail1 ~ 3 - .  P"' 
of theil. Sort],, ill the rrorchip of tllc nations from 
tlie north Baal took the place u f  (3dris, or IIurus, or 
Rn, as the great st111 god. Zcphon or T>-plloll \vas tile 
grlardinn of Lower E g ~ p t ,  the go11 of the desel*, tile 
clllblem of the sea, the controlliug dt!ity of foreigllers. 
Thus Baal-Zell1lon was the deity ~~-vr.hilred by those 

lt-lln clung to tlie religiou of tllc S o r t l ~ ,  and at the 
same tinle to the older E g ~ p t i a n  divinities. Miamoh 
llonored his dlrine, and the I-rliclirl~s nho di.p:irted 
from the faith of their fathers a120 Lo~re(l at this 
shrine. 

A*the Israelites rto:d bencath thi; lufty aud gloolup 
temple, it seemed a> if destruction moc1;ecl thcru, ant1 
this temple Traa the memc~rial of l'harauh'? triumph. 
The fortified ~1-al1 \I-as on tlwir left ; moli~ltain ranges 
TJ-erc back of them, between nhicli the arluics of 
Pharaoh n tre rapidly pre-qing, and the raging sea, 

\\as in front of them. Drsl)ais -eize(i 11po11 them at 
the tJlong1.)lt of being slaughtered 1)mcatI~ the image 
of the deity representing the fd5e religion of Pllnraoll. 
Jvhen ~ l ~ l l dabove tllc~n rcrnorccl from tllC frunt, 
and stood motionless over the space bet^^-^^^^ tllem and 
the E ~ ~ ~ t i a m ,  and they beheld the inyillcible 
colties aumoulldilig them, the?. loat tire of 
freemen, and groveled like slaves. Then the). assem-
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I ' h  

bled befi~re the tent of lIoses, cnllcd him out to them, 
a i d  with bitter reproaches *aid : 

"Bccau~e there were no gr:lves in Egypt, 112-t thou 
take11 us a\\ ay to clie in the ~eilclerne-..J :' JI7hcre-
fore hast thou clmlt thus with us, to bring u- firth out 
of Egypt ? I s  not tlik tllc n on1 th:it I\ c +l~al,eunto 
tllee iu Egypt, >aying, I,ct n. .~alu~le, that \ \e i11n! -cr\-e 
tlie Eg! ptians .? For it \\ere better for u* to htbr\f h  the 
Ee! pti:ln, tlln~i that c S I I U U ~ C ~~ l i c  ill the \\ ilclcrnc--." 
(Ex. 14: 11, 12.) 

?IIobes pitied tlie people, so cxtily alanuetl. ITe 
I;nc\\ that Got1 noulcl give tllcul n ~lligllty clclivrmncc; 
liow, lle did ilvt knun-, but n-it11 the courage of l~is 
faith 11c m u r e d  tliem : I 

I/

Ia 

1I 3 

the Lorcl, \\hiell he ill I\ orl< h r  you to-cl:i!- ; f'ur the 
3:gyptinns nliom !e lruve >een to-cl:i!-, ~t -hall .-ee 
them gain no more forever. Tlie Ilurcl >ha11 fiellt 
for you, nncl Te -lull hul(1 J uur pc:~ce." (Ex. 14 : 12, 

tcllt, nncl ~)roctmtetl 11itu-elf bcfi,rr thc Lord. But 

his 1":1> ing was interruptetl 1 ) ~ -the voice of the Lord, 
say111g : 

"M71lerefore criest t l~ou unto me? Speal< unto the 
chililren of Ismcl, that they go furnard, ant1 lift thou 
up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, 

. 

I 
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and divide it : ancl tile cllildrcil of I.~~PI iflt()sll:tll 
,-lid 1,bellc)ld,tile midst of tile sea 011 dry g r o ~ ~ ~ d .  


I -,Jill llltrcleu tile Ilearts t j f '  tile xg~l)tiall', :tud tj1eJ' 

shall g ~ ,  ill after tllem : and I n ill get lll1llc1r upon 

Pllnraoli, and up011 all llis 11,)-t, nllon hi- chnriot-, 


,lI,On llii ]lor-elne!l, -\ n(l the E:gyl~tiau- +11:111 l\nt j \ ~ ~ 


tllat J all1 tile Lot.(],n ]lei1 111:1\ e gotten I l lC  11011or 


111)on Pharnc dl, a i i~ l  ~1,011 hi- clLtric ttc. a11(1 III)~ llii111 

li,,r~etuell." (Ex. 14 : 1,j-17.) 
Tllcn JIo3ea xx-cnt fi,rtll, aucl hadcn~~t 11 clvn~i to tl1t1 

I . I I e  .tretcheil foirll hi- roc1 and nltilc. t l ~ c  
elcler~i111tl prillces of I-rnel ~ratchctl l i i~u,  l)rolroruic.etl 
the coniln:uld of the Lord to tlirt nater-, tct 1.011 1,,1( l i  
and rlpe~l to tllclu a I\ 3: to tlle oppn-ite cl~ore. 1'11:~-
raoh rnigllt 11)oa-t of Ili, n-all, but tlio \\ ; t t t ~ .  \\ 1 1 ~ 1 i 1I)c 
a wall to 1-mcl; xiit1 a* I+r,rel nn- fiIrl~i~l(lrrl :I)to 
throl~g!~the \\all of Ec! pt, so Pliarn~)h\\ (1111,lnot be 
able to pa-s t l i r ~ i ~ l ~ l l  ~ I I J \ ~ ~the n all \\ 1lic.h (;cr(l \t I 1r11(1 

ra:-c np for lii> people. I-iael. ,i- JZo-cs- -trcstc.llc,l 
forth his rocl, rlie n iud  brg;lrl to 1110~- ft.(1111tllC t ;i.t. 

-111 iligilt long, 71 it11 tcrrifill f; rrcat. it c , l  ,ll,oll tlIc 
rp: t :  allti nilcn mornin< carili., r l ~ t b  \\:XTC~., Ilnnl)l() t,, 

rc.iht the. er of tile I\ in~l ,  h:l(l I)~,~lll ],:l(31c,]tl:l\x (lriT 

lealing a clear path on the he(l of' rile \cn. ,\t  tile 

salue time, the cloud above them ljccnme a l,rutcctiun 

to Ismel. Ollt of it darted bearuc "f iigllt, alloa iIlg 


\yonder \\hie11 the e iud Lad and nydking 
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its T\-onderful brigl~tncss, were all there i n  the midst of 
the wa. 

A slxout of tri1impli bilrct from a hundred thonmnd 
throat-, as they saw the Icraelitcs so near them. Then 

a shout of agony burst from a hnnclred thou-and men 

their liorcet I , c ( ~ ~ I ~ I c  diso1)edieilt to bit and bridle, their 
slarcq turncrl in horror from their clntitrs, a ~ l d  alltit1 
the <la-hing of the wive., and from ant tlic clull roar 
of the waters, aroqe the 1a.t shriek of agony, as -
P h a m o l ~ ' ~generals, captain-, miglit- ruen, awl mng- 
nificel~t ~oldicrs. vent to join the l io i t~  of tbe fir.1- 
ljor11 TT-110 )igd SO recently beeu 11-herc(1 into the 
pre.ence of the God of Israel. Tllc 1)lootl of' tlie 
Ismclitc~ chcd i l l  bund:ige hncl cried untv God ; and 
nt)w erc1.J- ilrop of blood t111is clicd ~1-3,avcngctl. 

of bondagc. Tlie Icing T\-ho n uuld llct rclenqc tlleln 
lind heen rompdl~d  to Ict t h c ~ i ~  eo ;  tlic :irlny the!- 
fea1t.d11a5 rlc~tro~-erl 1,:- tllc n a1 c, of' t l ~ cic:? : the 
great generals aliil courtiers I\ ho 11at1 atli i-tztl Phamuh 
to p r w e  the Iioqts of Iqmel, n t . 1 ~now t1i:id ; and, 
enca~edin their brilliant armor, r\-ith their horse5 and 
chariots, were buried beneath the sea. 
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RIoses wrote a song of triu~npli, wliich was tjllght 
to tile peoplc ; and  ?tIiriam, filled n it11 the spirit of 

prul)licuy, gntlierccl tllc \ronlen of' I s K d  allout lier, 
ancl \\ ith timbrels in their 11~1~13, hccping tiwe ~ 1 ~ 1  

Tile gate, t I ~ l . o ~ ~ ~ l iof the lo\ver runtl, the nn]l, 
I,cnentl~ tlie -Jlia,low of li:ttlIL~:~l-%e~,hou, bepa 

ul)c.neci to allow a troop of -In1:ilel\ite- to 11n-7011t uf 

Egypt  toirard their de-ert f:i-tnt-aei. IV~tli tlielll 
I\ :I, n col11ps11~- so1tlit.r-, 1,onntl for tire of Egypti:ui 
liri~its of 'fa JI:~fkfi, t:iliil~g to the nii~tts  ior perpet-
u:il i~nrcl Ial~ur a i~r~nil jerof criniil~nls \\ lio Iind pliecl 
their vile tr:\de n it11 bolt1 a;-iduity, wl~ile tile ~trong 
art11of tile lan \\-:i, re-tr:~inetl by tlie univei-,tl ~nouru- 
ills a t f e c t i ~ t ~  But the eye ofja-tice nns nottile 1311~1. 

a-leep, nor the arm of' Pltnrnoh and\ r cnh t~~ed ;  
a- soon ns t l ~ e  (lay5 of' grief Ilnci pn--eel, the Inn. ~eizetf 
holcl uf the uEe~rtinders, cn-t tllcln into pri.-on, :~ncl tllen 

took then1 out, 1o:tded t l ~ e ~ i i  ellain-. and sentn i th  
tl~ent u l~der  n strong escort to the niinep, nhere' life 
became a Clll.iE. Tile Bn~alel;ites It:td served as an 

e-cort fix the soltliers, and were now to e-tort tile" 
I,:lclc again to tlie mines, serving a.3 p~o~idin:t  

fur er r ry  jvant, a~lt l  f ( u ~ i i - l i i ~ ~ g  tilecamels to colire!. 
wen aud their bu rde~~s .  

http:Clll.iE
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17hcn the!. passed tiirongii tlie p i e s ,  the guards of 

the illfornled them that the Israelites Ilad but 
just lllarciled by the pte., and Irere cro;rde(l in a 
ellxe bbp t!le sea, below the teniple of B:lal-ZepIlon. 
Tile infornied tile guard; t11at Pilardoil, \\it11 
the lnost tliorougltl~ equipped and tire IUO-t 3l)irited 
army that hat1 ever tra1 er-ed tlie roacl- of E,."V 1) t)  1\33 

acivaocing rapidly, anti before the settill: uf the -UU 

would 1)e upon tlie fleeing boudmen. 
Tiiror~gli tile gates tile Ar~lalrl<ites and t l~eir  corn-

pany passed, and, talriug the road tonard the clesert, 
advanced to tlie seven beautiful huntninq, wit11 tile 
graceful palms sliading a ~ i d  snee tcu i~~g  the floning 
n ater. Here they rezted and co:ilplered their a! Ynnge-
nieuts for traver~i1:g tire desert. All througli tile 
niglit the!- hearcl in the distiuce tlie roaring of tile 
battling n inds and waves. 

8 s  rnorni~ig broke, tliey saw tile Iloets of I.melites 
mJ-sterioubiy appearing on tlie sllores of the sea; leav- 
illg tile fountains, they crept neayer to t\le shore, 
as tile rays of the suu rose above the horizoll, belleld 

I 
n-ere capable of exerting. The  bolcliers and ciptives 
could not long endure this strain, but the Amalekites 
pressed ou tlie more vigorouslv, for thev saw alone 
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the sl~ores of the sea indications of sand stornis and 
\I-hirl\I indz, sucli ~3 \ \ o d d  render life uncertain 
sl~ould they bur-t upon tllenl? Tile inztinct of self- 
pre,-ervation led the Bnisle1:ited to di>~tlgard tlieir 
cl~arge,anti they forced their c:in~els fornur(1 ulltil 

. they hacl pni-eel tile traclc of tlie approx*l~ing \\l~irl-
I\-inds. Then, tunliug, they saw t11e soldicrs aud 
cnptives following wit11 difficulty; tl~ell a sturu of 

\\-il~tland \,lo\ving s:lnd bro1;e upon them, and allell 
the stonn 11:l(I 1)a;'-=ed tlicre \\-as o111y to be seen tlie 
great stretch of s311c1, \\-it11 here alld there a risiug 
n~ountl; and tlley l;new tliat \)eneat11 one of these 
mouiicls, euffuctlteci by the sa11d \\-l~icIi l)[~riecl tl~em, 
tile EgFl>ti:ine atid their captives \\.ere l ~ i n g ,  now 
equnlly tile captires of death. Tliey saw t l~a t  the 

power of' the air had been turned again.st the Eg!.p- 

, 	tinus, and once more tiley on tlieir nay to tell 

tile story to tlieir brethreu in Feiran. 

'Such storms and destruction of life have often occurred in 
this locality. 
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THE07 of tile Israelites over their ewape from 

j gr3sI) of Pl~araoli n.35 not onl!- exprcz~e(1I)!. 
song alld d3lice,, but by congmtulntiolis, i n  revie\\ illg 
God's nonderful mercy to them. Tiley encslllped 

tt11011 tile plain bordering the Sea of liceci~, the 
great 11o:t of peuple, ~rirlitheir floc1;s spencl over 
tile country, one part centering about the boi1i11~ 
fountnin, Xiit Sa!)n, three mile, fro111 tlie -el,I\ liile 
another part of tlle ho5t 1 ~ 1 s  nhorit t n o  niiles from 
Ain SaLa, nu4 clo-er to the -ea. 3t tile fountain. 11l~ich 
froni tliis time took the rlan~c of d i n  l iura .  It con-
sisted of sereit fountnins, out of n-irich floned copious 
streailis of sneet wster. the border9 of 1\11ic11 n-ere 
adorned with pal111 tree- and  productive $artlens. 
Here they re-ted in the first deligltts of frcetion~, and 
completed their prg)arations for the luarch into the 

desert before them. 

The people of Isrxel continued acsociated according 
to their tribes arid furnter occupations. a t  _kinJIucn 
the standard of the calnp aa.; .Get up, by tllc tents of 

Nose% Aaron, and the Twelve E l d e a  Ismel. Here, 
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too, the princes of the tribes resorted for instructions, 
accordirig to wliicli they were to direct their followers, 
They realized tliat only by organized effort conld tllis 
immense, lieterogeneous body of people be controlled. 

Aaron under the *lia(le of' the palm trees Ly & 
3Lusa. H t ~ r ,  the husband of Uirialn, n3s there, as 

Irere nlyo the saris of .larun--Sadab, Abihu. Elaznr, 
ant1 1tll:lw:lr. Tlle princes of tlle tril)c~s sat around 
tl~cir vliicituirl in sulenlll ruc(litatic,n on tllc j~orli 
b(.f'ure tli~lu. They \rere Sah-hun, of tlic tribe of 
Jrldali; Seth:lnetl, of' I**n~llar; Eli:ll), ot' Zebulun; 
Elizrlr, of 1:enbcn ; Sht'lun~iel, uf Si~iieon ; Eliasaph, 
of' Gad; Elishama, of E~)luailii ; C;nm:llicbl, of' Jlauas-
sch ; ,iGidxi, of Cenjmin ; -Ulica~c)r,uf' 1):lrt ; l'ugiel, 
of ,i.-Ilcr ; ancl ,Ihira, of Saplitali. Ce! ontl tlie*, 
stancling waiting for the commancl. of tl~c'ir princes, 
\%-erea nunlbtr of pung men, cumnancltn of' tho1~- 
and>, among-t nliom \\-ere Calcb, of Judah, nlld 
Jo*hua, of Ephraim. 1mmecli:ttely back of Jloses 
and Aaron sat the seventy Elders of Israel, with 
\\horn ?Iloses co~lnselccl frequently i11 regard to the 
arrangeruent of the hoqt. ,Ill about this body in 
council \)-ere the tents of Israel, the hosts, and their 
flocks and herds. The songs of tlie women, the sllouts 

of the children, the lo\\ing of cattle, and the bleating 



of allrep mingled in unison. Tlie bleating of the 

amruals slloTyeci the greatness of their flucl<s, nliilc the 
songs of the people slloocd tlie liveliness of the freed 
buncl~ueii. Su(lclen1y the Clad of a trunlpet was 
beard, and the people, 1uul;ing abovc them, SLW 

the clon~l rising and stretching ton-aril tlle so~t l i .  r is  

the Israelites liclleld it, tllcy imrucdiati,l!- Leg:ui prepa- 
rations fbr the mar('1i to vh:ch it called them. Tttnts 
were folded up, bread trougll- packecl, ost,n laden, 
vater vesjels filled, arlcl flour carei'ull? cc~cr~secl. T l ~ e  

a,lvance tile host began the .iunrnc!-. Tlle recentlq- 
trained men of the hvst wnrchccl at  tLt. hciticl, the 
f:Lmi!ic~, conti>tii~g of old men, ~~-oruc~n, thil&..cn, and 
burdcri bearers, came nest. After tlleae .ct11~le tlie -11ep- 
herd* a i d  herdsmen with tlieir flocE and hertl-, aud 
Lringing rtp tlle rear a mixed multitutle of people old 
of Egypt-native Egyptians, Ethiopian $laves, tlie 
poor and destitute, and nlany of even better po-itions 
in life, ~\-\-ho thc supcniatural hail been influenced b ~ -
signs n hich Gud gave of hi5 fas or. to the chilclrcn of 

Ismel. The people bcgan t11i.s march I\ it11 tlle brigl~tcst 
hope ancl confidence in tlie contin~lation uf tlle I , les:i~l~~ 
of a life of freedom and clivine swtcnhtion. 

There rvas a stratigeue;~in the co~mtry aI,ollt them, 
as there also in the emotions within them. Free-
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darn ~ r a sstlrnge, and in a kind of curious ericrgv 

lan11 of Goihc11, \\here they had al\r;~ys lived, i . 
very fertile all11 \\ell \\-ateretl. Sow,  for tilc~ fi,.,t 5 
time, they trcatl de3c1.t ~m-tes, and tllere \\a, :111 utter E
nbscxicc of :ill form, of lif;: on every side. To their 
left .trctc.l~ctl tlic I~arc ridge Er Rahnh. It n:t, :t lullg 
mumitail1 1.t11lqe aplKirin,r like a great ~ ~ 1 1 1 ,  tori-in; 
a lici;l~t of f,)ur thouiantl feet, it- -mii~uit ljroI,c.ll 1 , ~  
only n q:nglc 1)~:lIi at tlic sout11e:l~t. 'I'11i- riclce u;i3 

fiftccn mil(%- di-tant, ancl bct\vccll it nli(l tllc spa 1.i! tile 

terrible clc-crt waste, nalicd and 1)11nit by tllc Iic~t r,l?s 
of tlie Ynn. 
-1, the 1)cnplc 1ool;ed for\\-art1 tllty i:i\r :l -11c~c.c --ioli 

of low b:lrrcn sand-liilly -trctciiing n- fhr :i- the cx! c col~ld 
see. 0:ln:lrd move11 the 110-t over :I suctse--ion of 
tlie-c hill- of .-nut1 ; tlle~i tlwy enterchtl apoll a :ra\ ell? 
track ~rhicll extcnclcd for m:lny ~liilc-, Lrol,cn 11erc. nxld 
there by shnllo~v tleprc->ion-, -11owin~ ;\ here \I atcr-
conrjca hat1 mntle tlicir \vnJ- \\hen tlie fluocly nere 
r q i n g  among the n ~ i ~ l ~ h o r i n g  morr~ltaiil.;. -111 :11on; 

the plain tlley nlet ,sand drift+, slio~ving ho\r -trong at 
t i~nc i  tlie ~vincl s\vept from tlie sc3 to the molu~tain, 
musing -1111 ht01.1113 hi) firriu~rsn- to bnry 110tl1 111311 alld 
camel, ant1 a ~ l d i ~ l q  of the dc-ert. terror to tlic cro-ing 


('For t ~ v o  days the coinpan?- dragged tlrclli-cl~es 

along over the hard surface of tllene level, grarel?v 
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trac.rq the sha]lo-\y depreq+ions and drifts of sslltl; 
their hearts, not\yith~tandinz the new frectlulu, begill- 
ninn to take tile mslancllv1~- ayect of eyer)-thing amrind 
them, and tlreir bodies parched n ith tliirbt. On the 

a 

third morning the!- entered among hills, or bauhz of 

ssild arid pebbles, succeeded prescntl!- by Ilill. uf 1irl:c- 
sroll~ hlacliened n-it11 flint ; and, wincliug among tlie-e, 
the view had varied, at lad, by a lofty, i>ol:itvd 11101111-

k1i11, Jebel I-Iiimmim, by the sen-itle. Jhit :ilt11011g11 
of a picture-cine outline, tlie luollntnin vaz G1:1c.l. :~:,tl 


desolate ; indeed, by this time, tlie I\ 111,It. cc,llil,nn!- 11,1J 

little henrt to ohrer\e anythiiig ; for the!- Ilatl o~lly 
one sensation-n bunling, c~ol1-11min~tliir.-t. Thvir 
thonglrt- \iele eolitinr~ally tnrilirig b:11.1< to tile Si le  
shore>, \\here the I\-aters are so pro\-cr\,ially clelicicla,. 
And noI\-, as tllose JI-eary -\\.cJnt pall)itatiilg 
among tlie hills, \&ere gray rock \\-usvat-ied 1)rblack 
flint, or in tlie silallorrs by drift sand, nlaliy uf' tllcm 
n-ere ready to barter freedom for a singl(: long draugl~t ; 
for t l~ey were on the point of perialiillg fi.om tllirst." 

Terrible as it seerued to tileru, GoJ iiad stripl)eri it of 

it3 severest features in mercy to their n-esline,~. He  
witlrheld tlie ~villds from engulfing tlleln ill ~tornis  

of drifiing sancls. Hc interpo.5ed tile cltiucl, o tllat 
while the fierce heat 11f tire sun brut u p c , ~ ~  tile desert 
about them-aild they could see the effects of its fierce 

5 Life Scenes of the Old Testament. By Jones. Page 333. I 
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and sorrome(] for them ; but he trusted God 

\youid o p n  a \yay by Iairicii they migilt be preqeroed. 

IIe ansTvered their cry by ililllself before 

tile Lor({,arid telling liini of the tii,tre>s of tile people. 

Iuanslyer, God directed Iiim to take a tree. \\.llich lie 

sllo\red lli111, aucl cast it into the water-, and tile bit-

t e n ~ ~ > -~voulcl be taken alcay. 

Tile people s t l i e r ed  about the fonntnin, naiting 


see hon. the blessing of Gud ~roulci be given tllenl. 

The fountain was six or eight feet in din~lierer, 31111 

about two feet deep. It f:Jrnlc\i :Ibasin ill  llle .iofll- 

rnit of a large mound, wllicli cv111ti be e:i-ii~ eeen by 

multituder of the prople. Tlie elclerj ncre clo-e by 

tlle fou~itain, as n itnesses of the mirncrllor~i etEc,icy of 

tlie a d  uf filit11. 1Ioies c3.t tile tree into t l ~ e  fiL,r1nt:iin, 

ant1 immeciiately t l ~ r  wnter l ~ c n n i p.neet a- tl~c. nater  

of tlle Sile,  or 3; tlle nntt-r i n  the 1:ilie~ en-tn:~rtl of 

Gohen.  The people crowtled to the 'trcnni TIllicll the 
fountain supplied. Tlie flocli, n ere I t  tl to it, 111itil a11 
the host, both man ant1 bea3t, were refre-hetl b- tile 
sweet and \~~holesorne rrater. Thus their ~ l l u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  
was turned iuto joy. 

Tills @-ie 1lose5 the opportunity of al.nin c:i]lillq 
tlleir attention to the covenant that Go(] ha(] Inn(]e 
nit11 tlleln. After they had been refrehileLi lYtile 
water, he said to thenI : 

E "If tllou wilt diligently hearlien to the voice of 
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waved them, they ~ ~ o u l dnot XorrJ' over 
threatening destitution. 

This \vm a resting-place, because it Ivas at  

tile jyesterll of the base line of the Sillaitic 
p i m u l a .  UlltiI ~yitlliii tile past fe\v days the life 
of tile Ismelites had fieell iu tlie midst of well-\vaterect 
fields, of luxuriailt foliage, of arcl~itcctural gmntlcur. 

they were in the n~itl.st of a waste cher t ,  with 
the impassable deep blue \va\-es of the Sea of Reeds 
on t11e one side, and gigantic mo~intains: tliru.stil~g 
bare precipices of roclis in their patl~n-ny 011 tlle other 
side. At a glance they coniprellendcd that, to cross 
these lnorilltaiu ranges, and n-all< along the etlge of 
these precipice.;, \vould require an energ!. a d  caution 
such as 11aJ never bccn c:dlcd into action in the level 
plail~s of fertile Egypt. 

Eli111n.ns their oasis, and their ]i\-ely, ]lopeful 
.courage so011 tmnsfonned the verdant bpatlty of tile 

place illto a scklle of festive elljoyrnent. Tile variorls 
fanlilies engaged iu s13orts and gallles IYitll tIlose tlley 
llad fbi.merly lin01v11 as f'ricsrltls alld cornl~:llliolls i l l  

f~ t igue  fro111 the jorin~ey over the desert :it last 
wort away, and tlieir liope became stronger, they 
took up their musical iustruments, and in merrv 
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groups, nialting nielody as tlley sallg, filled tile air 
wit ti ~mises .  

This time of rest for the niultitu~le \vas, livnever, 
no time of rest for bloses. 111 liis i i ~ i ~ \ \ - l e d ~ e  of the 

road t l~ej-  ruust travel, lie renlizecl t h t  the trials of 
the jourliey \yere oiily for a llloliielit I : I ~ c ~;tside. Tllere 
\\-ere fues that he drenclcd ;suspicions of treucllery tiis- 
turbed his peace, aiid, ul~less lie *11uulcl I)e met at 

the-e fountains by reprenentatives of' the de-ert tribes, 
he could only i l~fer  e111iiity oil tlieir part tuuard the 
op~) re - sd  people \vliom 11e ~ v a ?  lentling. 

Let us look for n nio~nent iiito the vale of Feirnn. 
Sol~ie great occ:~nio~i 113s given to tile vale 311 u;!u*ual 
degree of life. On every Iinnd are the tellt- of the 
cliief's uf ,lmnleli. I11 a beautifill grove of lofty 
p:~lni,-, in the broatle.;.t part of the vallry, an :I--euil)ly 
of' notnl)le princes is gathered. From a11 p:~rts of 
t l~ei r  territories tiley ha\-e collie. The c ~ l ~ i c f ~  \ \I io con-
trol the lillei of travel, tliose wllo po~se-- vn-t lierds, 
tho-e \\lio-e ~vealtli excites the n;i1nirati011 of their 
brethren, tl~oce fannous in war, arid tliose 1101iored for 
their wiie coun~e1,-all ]low gatliered iu  grave delib- 
eration to co~lsitler tlie safkty of Amalel;. 

As silence prevails in tile cou~icil, 311 aged cl~ieftnin 
ri-es and recites before them the glory of A4mnlek- 
Re sings of their ancestors, of their valor iu nar, 
their heroistu in trial, tlieir successes, and their llope3 
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of the future. Then he pictures befire tllelll 
duplicity of tile rue~lliea of . i ~ ~ ~ a I e i ,  1 : l ~ t  uftlreir 

tlleir trencher\- t l ~ r o i i ~ l ~  defeats.ni:11ly 
H~ arouses tiit! tribal s1,irit cf his I)rethl.en, ~ 1 ( 1  

resulnes llis seat in t ~ ~ e  Anothercircle of tlie elcler3. 
arises aI1d sl,eal<s of their neighbors, tire Jiitlianites, 

tlleir riyals in the ticsert aud U P O I ~  the great 1i11e of 
trilVe!. Tileu lie ipe:lks of J l u s e ,  tile m:ul of' war, 

cor~~iug tu tile Jlicii-out of Egypt auci joining l ~ i ~ i ~ s e i f  
anites, anti cl\\-elli~~gwit11 tlleru until he h:~tl \run t l ~ t i r  
Ilenrts, a ~ l d  had n Iino\~icdgeof 311 tile fbr~n- 
tains n~ ld  fertile p1:lce.i in tile ciesert, :lf',er n.Ilic11 lle 
11nd stirred the I~earts of tlie JliLii:iilites i n t o  :1111l)i-

-.
tion to becnnie rilnters uf tlic clesert, l l ~ c l i  he tells 
the story of Jlo-es going bncli, to Egypt: \ r i t l~  tilecon- 
nivnuce of the Jliclianites, to c t r n ~ ~ u a ~ ~ t l  11is l)rct l~rel~,  
and lead them out of Eg!.pt into t l ~ e  firire-t -pot O I I  

tlie earth, and to nrencli this froru its --~>.-0r.5PO:.-.-. :111d 

n~ake  it tr home for tliem-elves. I I e  1,ictnres the 
I ) U ~ P O S W ~fioses in unitins Israel :,I1wit11 J l ic i i :~~~,  

being the children of Abral~ani, and hinl-elf' l , e c o n ~ i n ~  
3. se~olld Abrallalu to gatlter all of that bIoutl togetIler 

ovc.rthro~ the other uations aucl trilIes tile 
earth. 

BY this time the Amalekites \yere roused to a 

degree of frenzy ~ln10st irrepressible, and the orator 
resumed his seat in the circle. 

http:I)rethl.en
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A Founger chieftain t~o\v rijes, wit11 t l ~ e  dust of 

travel on his S:irt~lelit, :ilirl exc*itc~~iet~tnlo\ i l lg  ever
9 

gertore 311tl ittteraii~e, 1v110 sl)e:~Ii.5 of I l i*  C : I I . ~ ~ Y  a 
guitle tlrruugll the de,<ert, :lilt1 the \ \o~~t ler f t~l  tIlillgs .-

5 
he Ilarl Lelleld. Cut iu :dl 11;s life he Il:\d lleitber i 
seen ilor 11e:trcl of' nnytliil~g so n o ~ ~ c l c r f ~ lnj ]lad 

nlarlietl llis 133t jour~iey. 1Ie tells of' I~is e.5cortillg 
EY!.l)ti:i~is from the 111i11t's to EYyl)t : I I I ~  tlleir return, 

ju-t 3s the 1-raelite.? nlltl Egypt ia~l i  \verc :11~l~1~c~3cl l i~~~ 

a cotiflict near tile tetlil)lc uf I ~ : I ~ ~ - Z ~ ~ ) I ~ ( I I I .  HL.1 .~ . l :~ t~~  
the story of thcir 11:llt at  tlie revell fol~~lt:ti~i..t]le 

tltistruction of the ar111y of Eilypt, ntid the 1~r:ielites 

bcgi~il~illgtlieir mnrcli to\vnrd Sinai. ITc tell- u f  the 
de-truction of tlio,se lie n.:is escorti~~g, ni i t l  :is$c.r:: that 

the I.:raelites, c o ~ i t r o l l i ~ i ~  tllc \vi~ids :lilt1 tile :en, n.ere 

now 011 tlie {vay tolv:ird Feir:\i), vast as n clu11d uf 
locii.st~, before ~ v l ~ o l r ~  their 111suri:111t verdure n-ou!d 
sllri111; n\vax, alltl tlleir trii)es n-oultl surely pi.ri-h. 

I I e  resumes his sent, n ~ r t l  tlie :yet1 c1iicft:~iii of the 

An~nlel;ites ~,iscs :rnd 3>1i~: "JTlint 11 ill yo: 0 dma-

1 i T l ~ cre.<pollie i.5 sliuuted from :dl p:lrts of the 

circle : " \T:lr !" 'c \\7:lr !" 

I ,  whose voice trembletl wit11 sr~pl)re.spd \vr:ttll. 1113 
I < 

nlomellt every other voice is ]la-lletl, ant1 ever!. e'e 

directed on the spealrer, \ \ l io~n they recognize as .imal, 
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tile son of their most po~verful prince, and the one in 
blood covenant ~ ~ i t h  tile 1lidinnite.q. dlll:11, a3 of 
tile yo,ll,ger meli, ilad sat in  silence listelling to  t h e  
qeee\les uf illc elder;, lioping that  from suine of

5 
tliuse Iylio \\-pre a t  the  cuvenniit feast a tliffi21~11t senti-

i nlellt llligllt be I)roclnimed; bu t  1\-11ci1 :ill reninitied 
1 llc felt tIint I le  ~ i t t ~ . ~ t  tlie tl.nt11 in vinclica- ;peal;
I tiGll of lli. frient] AIo.5t.s. TYitli fcrritl  t.locjr~c.l~ce he 

teiis of the pul,ity ant1 sinc2erity of' 3 l u - c ~  as :1 Illan, 

allti afEr111s that hi.? n1,jec.t :ilitl tll:it of the  tribes of 
lli(1iali is not to destroy or  eve11 t o  interfere ~ ~ i t l i  t h e  
\>rosperit~-cif btllalei;, b11t to  dr ive the Eg!.pti:lr1.5 ou t  

of Sinai, and free nil oIil~ressed nntio?l f i o ~ l i  Lontl:~ge. 
IIe d r a t ~ s  t o u c h i ~ ~ g  1~it.tarcs of' the curse of  bolld:lge, 
a.5 he liad seen it, nrld dec1:ires tllnt llis ow11 llenrt 11:id 

bee11 r~loved to far-or tiicse poor nfflictetl people. I I e  
dellies tiiat tliey purl~u..ecl ti\vel1ing in Sinai, brlt raicl 
tllnt tile: intendetl ttr go into tlie lsnd of the C1:111a:i11-

ices and the Hittite., : ~ n d  there estnl,li-l~ t l ~ e i r  
leaving dmalel i  in 11e:lceful pnscs,c.ioll of tile cle.ert. 
Tileref1)l.e Ile ~n'otestcd : ~ c n i ~ ~ ; t  opI)o,.i~~: 01- illjlll.illg a 
people \J'lmnl tile I)o\\.PI's of lie:\ve~l so 1nnlli fe,.t] 
favow(l; as ~ i i ;;eel1 n i i e ~ i  Guri lei] tllrnl tllruss]r tile 
'en, and ill that  a:ime sen tlcctroyed tlleir enemies. 

lnld~ o ! l l ~ ~IIO niore, f i r  n clluilt of ,sge hlllcts$2:-

the li!)~ of many, in wliich tlle illtellse hatred of 





despised ]]is ii-ter, the pride of Jrbel's tint. 1s the 

f nf tile c o l ~ f ~ ~ ~ i o ~ i  retire for delibera- r n i r ~ ~ t  the elder, 

Aulaleli Xvill \Tar to the cle:\til nitil Israel. 
Beneatll the I,aln~;j of Elim the !-ootIls of Israel 

Kere in the stwet deliglits of aoci:ll Coil-

fidence,5. Here and t l~erea coul~le lillgeretl 1o11g to 

gaze over tile cle,5ert, or by tlie ctlge vf' t l ~ e  iiue of 
trees to natcii tlie k)riili:llit st:m in the sk!. x tvr i : i l~  

and Tirzah xere thus spenclil~g tlie rvc-iiiilg Liiitil the 
lateness of the Ilorlr n-arnetl tile lover to return ttie 
nlaicleii to her fiither's tent. Tile11 :~i)-orbed in s\\.eet 
reflections, as lie recullecl tile tlirillillg ~ v o r ~ l s  S ~ I U ~ ~ ~ I I ,  

he slonly appronclietl his o~1-n tent. 
H e  llad pnsaeti near the outsliirt~ of the camp, when 

he ~vas stldclenly confrontetl by a stranger n h o  handed 
him a piece of b:~rk apnu 1vl~icI1 certain cllaracters 

I suddeuly as he canle. S o t  a \r ortl had Leen ~ ~ ) ~ ) l i e l i ,  
a d  in  a moment not a -oun(l was 11eartl. TIIF! 
stran,aene>s nns appnlli~lg. J\-it11 the l):irl< in I l i i  

halid Seariah llasteilcd to liis teiit, :iritl c:illcd Ju-l1[1:1, 
the captail1 of the guartI-, to rvhunl he relnttvl tlie 

~ircllm~tanee. By the light frola their camp fire they 
studied the inscriotioll.; 1,1li(.h i r ~ t r ~ l - r \ , . n t o , It r r  hat ~ l ~ > \ -

I 	a warning agairist t l ~ e  Ariialeliitea, who were ma--ing 
their tribes to oppose tile wasch of tlle Imeli tes,  and 





CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE HOST SUSTAISED. 

THE per that  tlirentened t h e  host from tlie desert 

rovers collcealed frorn the Israelites as  much  

as They  1;new n o t h i ~ l g  of war, nncl while 
tlleir pri(le n.as excited by  being cnllecl ~ol(liw~--for 

tlrey reniembered how greatly the  C,.* (rvI)ti:111slioriored 
their so]t]iere-to be a t  once thrnet  illto b:ittle n!pinst 

a strong and \I-ell-fortified enemy, and stiffer the  c:dam- 
ities of strife: n-uuld (Intuit their zeal and  lead t l ~ e l u  
to despair. 

Joshua, tlie comn~ander  of  the gunrclx! with t h e  
true soltiierly in.stinct, kc-pt thern i l l  cull-t:~nt re:iclil~ejs 
for rrhatever emergaic!. might  3ri.e. Fc.n;tirlg 1)y 
the waters of Ei im,  and r e t i n s  nnder  t h e  seventy 
l'dnls, did mt~cli ton.nrd rt+tnril~r_. t h e  courase of t h e  
host; a l t h ~ u ~ l i ,  lcnu~ririg tllat Eiini was only n resting 

station on their great nlarcli, t l ~ e y  s11rauk from a 
rene \~a l  of their c1e.sert esperiellct.. 

The mornins after t h e  n~!-terious t h e~ ~ a r n i n g  

above the host rose and l e l ~ ~ t l ~ e ~ ~ ~ ( lin the direc- 
tion of their onivnrd mnrch. A t  the  same tinle JIoses i 
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tribes, to talie do\\-11 pael< their tents, gather their 
families and posse.<sions together, :lnd I:iclel~tile bur-
dell bearers. 

S l ~ o u t i ~ ~ gas t l~ey  l:~bored, the people got reatly a 
quickly as possible; the f:~niilies tool< their places in 
the line, and the host moved fur\vard, fullun.illg tile 
cloucl. They first ascended tlle lo\\. ridge Ltrtxecn tile 

two fertile ivadie.~, Ghurundel ant1 U-eit ; t11tu they 

aclvanced across Udeit and over tile ritlge. fi.om olle 
wad! to anotl~er, until they enteretl the \v:l(i! Taiji-
bell, do~vn  \vl~icl~ tlley movecl in a \w-terlJ. ciirectiou 
until they re:lelletl tlie sea. 

T l ~ echildren of Israel now entered the nlountniu 
region, and lluge cliff5 of snnd.+tol~e, .tl.il)e(l \rith 
horizontal bands of color, \vl~ic.l~ the tfeelilii~lg suu 
liglited up  nl3rvelou.<ly, were on every I~antl. These 
were vnrietl only by tllc luxuriaut caper plnnt, ~ v l ~ i c h ,  
like spots of gli.:tenit~g green t11ron.n on here nl~d 
tllere, fon~led fkstoons from enell cl.:lnu!-, anti attmct-
ively decorated the p a t  cliffls. As tlle \v:ltly T:~i.vi- 
bell was the o l ~ l p  course b.v \vllich the 1;rneiites collld 
reach the sea from Elim, Jlo.<es prol)ably cllose this 
course to approach Sinai, because in it tlle I-rnelites 
would be spared from tlle a~vfnl  pl.ecil)ices of 
more nortl~ern route, and n1.o from eonli~lg in coutnct 
with the aroused and vigilant Eg!.pti:ul soldiers, 
located at  tlie turquoise n~ines. Thi.5 n-ndp was 



I by abrupt rocks, s11ut i n  on the  north by  a 
lligh promontor?, rYlrile on tlie soutll 3 lofty lleadlaud 

E 
IrOjrteed t o \ v 2 d  tile sea, \vliic11 co~ilil  ouly be p-aerl  
a t  loIv \yarer? rlllle.~s tliey slioulcl cl1oo3e to cl imb over 

its ro,lgll sunnnlit. 

I JVllell tlley c:me to the sen, tiley foruitl i t  1)ortlered 
nit]l 3 s:lLltly I)l:l i~~j liere nlicl there (1ottt.d \vitli c l u 1 ~ 1 ) ~  
of s]lrnlls, Pas.iug nro1111Ll tile lu\\.er Iie:tdi:l~ld :it 

lo)^ tide, tlley eliteri-(1 up011 n snilcly plain, f rom t w o  
to four ~ ~ i i l c s  Ii111~d1-ctlill \vitl[l~. \vlliv11 stretclie~l h r  :i 
miles to the estrlinlr sorl~ilerll encl of' t l ~ e  pcninjula. 
Tliii was tlie Deicrt of S i l l .  

1Viie11 t l i y  turllell fi-OIII El inl ,  :t q m t  ~lio.-t refre~I1- 
illg to t11eir S O L I ~ ~ ,311d eilterr,l illto tile h r e  :mtl 

I 
rugget1 vnlley.~, tlicy i o o ~ i  1)egali to c o ~ r l ~ l : t i ~ l  of tlic 
1.ongllile.3: allti t i eo ln t i i ,~~  of  the  lv:~!.. \ \ - I I ~ I ~ ,  a t  

letlgth, tiley crfn-e(l tlie ~ I I ~ C I ' \ - C I I ~ I I <  ~ I I JIie:~dl :~~ld,  
saw back of tile111 n Iiigli ruo~~llt:lill, I)cfo~,e tlteln n 

i 
(laert, s~lcll 35 1i:~~i t l l e~ i l ;previor~,ly ne:irly c ~ ~ i i ~ ~ l i i c t l  

and loudly mul.111arct1. T o  3,111 to ti~c.ir cli-t~.o--, tlieir j 
stocli of food, c,f ~yliich tiley n c r e  *o i ~ l l ~ ) r i ~ v i ( l e ~ i t  r 

Pnt 
I 	 Elim, was esiiau-tecl. Tiieir I)rc,ul troulrli, w c ~ c  i 

empty, and there was no t.1icie~ircto I)c beell i l l  ally 
direction of tile uosiii,ilitv nf ~ * ~ n ~ x r i n < rt l ~ i ~ i l .- 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ .  



Fathers ,  filled wit11 terror, could riot l ~ l i  up011 tlleir 
cliilclrel~ n.itliout bitter anguicll, as  tiley 1le:lrtl tilelu 
ask for  food, wllen tllere n-as no fuod to be givell 
t h e ~ n .  111 silent grief friend \vept \\.it11 iiaiel~d, 3s the 
disnial feeling of  de5p:iir crept from tent to tellt. 
TVl~eutile!. ta\v tlie ciirectioo of tlie clo1lc1 tlicy co,ll[l 
110t ~~l lder - ta l id  \ V ~ I J 'it  s1io~!d still lea(] tlit-lll illto tile 

d rcnry I\-aste of : ~ n d .  I\foscs follu\red tlle cloud \virIl-
out lie.+itation. Hi.5 trust  was prof~~anc l .  IItl ;v:illii.d 
by  fiiith, and riot by .sight ; nrld in  his n l ~ i i r i ~ e  c"llfi-
tlellce did not q r~cs t io l~  t l ~ e  love or  the \\-i.s(lurn of tile 

divine Ieatlillg. 
S t  leirgtl! t h e  distre.5~ of  tlie pco1)le ~=i,ncilccl tlie 

~ w i l l t  \vllere their fliitll elltirely f:iileil, and tile \vilole 
camp \yns filled wit11 nlo~.~nuri i lgs  a ~ i t l  thl.c:itcllingi, 
Tl le  im1netli:tte circle of  fol lo\~el . i  rllltler rlrc of 
IIoscs, sr~ciin;: Aaron,  Jol~rl:~, Se:t~.i:~l~,I I o r .  _\li~,i:tnl: 
Tirz:il~; 31id their l ~ o i l - e l ~ o l ~ l . ~ ~  ,-t i l l  l c : i ~ ~ c ~ l111)oli 11i111, 

l;no\\-ir,,rr tli:lt tlie Lord \v:i; wit11 11i11i; 111it tile caii3cle 

\vm ~ m n l l ,  nlltl the  drc:rd ot' fu111ilic 111:11ie i t  still 
smalier. \Vl~en the  p r i ~ l c e . ~ ,cnptni~~.;, eltli-rs, :lnd 
lrcads of  f'lnlilies jo i~ led  the  multitude of n ~ o r m a r e ~ ~ ~ ,  
tlieir espres-;;ions of  discontent and rel)ro:lc:lies in- 
cren;ed, until  tlie noise of  tlieir coml,lni~rings 
louder than  tlie niurrunr of the  \Tares as tl1t.y rolled 
~ 1 1 0 1 1the  sandy sliore. 

IIoses stood in front of his tent, beneath the huller 



1 of tile hosr, gnzillg upon tile cro\vd so runclly approncll- 

illg llilu. tiley asrgt'(i nbuut him, tlie elder actill% 
as their spOl;e.?mnn, said : 

' 6  ~ ~ 10 Gud \ye llad died ~ ~ l dby t h e  h a ~ l d  of the 

~~~d in the of Eg!.pt, wlren \ve sat by the flesll- 
pots, mtf \r.llen Ive (lid e:it bread to tlie fill1 ; for y e  
lIare brougilt ua i j r t l l  illto t i~is\viidernes.<, to  kill  this 
wllole a.jellli,ly \\ it11 h u ~ l ~ e r . "  

hloses nas  not i ~ i d i ~ ~ ~ r c ~ i t  aildt o  their s u f f e r i ~ ~ ~ s .  
coulti n-etp xiti1 tllerli i l l  their tro11l)le5. IIe .~c,r~glit  
to ronihrt  t l ~ e ~ i i  I-Te I i l~ewby ltis o\rll -uLiitrle f i i t i l .  

t11at God \YOU~J t l~ere ,  but  \vul~id 1 1 ~ t  let tl1t.111 peri.11 
open a ~ 3 ; iof escape. \vl~oily ill the ~ I Y ) I I I -T r t ~ . : t i ~ ~ ~  
ises of God, he ci~terecl Iris tent to  corrlulrll1c \\it11 Iii111, 

~ v i ~ i l ethe niultitude.~, calmed Lv t 1 1 i  :ict, :~\v:~ite(l 
r e ~ p e c t f u l l ~his 1qctur11. 

At length lie c.:illie k ~ r t l l ,  nlltl -laroll ~ u ~ ~ l ~ i ~ : l ~ ~ t l c < l  
the I ) ~ O I ) I U O  ~ i v ci~i.i.,ti \vilile 3Ioic.5 sl';il;~ to  ~ I I ( J I J I  
tlie ~rords  of Gcjd. L,,c,liiug u p , n  tliilu wit ll  tell-
derest coml)a:-ion, Ile sail1 : 

"-it  even, tlleli ye ~ l i a l l  1;non- t1l:lt t l ~ e  I,or,] ]l:lrll 
'hruught YOU out fro111 t l i ~  1:illtl of EFyPt  : all(] i l l  

nlu~llillg,t i l t11  ye ellall see tile tile Ll,rli : 
for tllat Ile llenreill yoot- ~ i i , ~ n s i ~ r i l l ~ i  wilieil ye nlnr- 
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Then 110.-es co~linlarlded Anroll to summon the 
entire Ilo?t, :tud $ay to them : 

'-Come llear before the Lord : for he llat11 heard 
your I I ~ U ~ I L I U ~ ~ I I ~ ~ . "  

The  pwple n-ere not slow to obey tliis con~malld, 
1)ut g:~tl~erecl at tlle head of the c:imp, at111 hlio\rillg 
the exaniple of Jloses slid A:L~OII.gazed to\\ard tileI 

cloutl, n.llic11 hutlg n ~ o t i o n l e . ~ ~  above tlten~, lilie a great 
nlortlltai~~of ..no\\., frtll of soft bc>:ruty. 8uc!tieulv its 

al)l)e:iralice ch:il~getl, and i t  lras lilie a nloul~tainof 

fire, n.ii11 n 5plenclor srtch as uutl~ing eartlilv could 
surpass. A p i u  it c11:~u~ed: anrl rvitil the rapidity of 

liglrtning the cu!ors of the bow of promi.>e begall to 

play anior~g the clor~d Inaascs, so that  its I~eauty, its . .
briglltne+s, its Intell.5e glory, over\r.l~elt~lr,l the elltire 
host rvitli awe, a11t1 the people fell on tlleir fxes in 

bun~ i l in r io~~  out of tile nnitlat ofa11d 1)~'1litet1ce. T l ~ e t ~  
the Lrigllt~~ess, fronu tile very foo~lt:lin of tile seven 

color.<, a voice 1)roceetl~tl~ lio-c;,nclclres~i~~g -3yi11g: 
"I llave l1eart1 t l ~ e  ~ ~ i ~ i r ~ i i [ ~ r i ~ ~ g . .  dof the cl~iltlret~ 

I5rnel : $peal; unto tllem, iayil~y.  , i t  even ye -11a11eat 

flesll, nut1 ill  the t~iorlring ye sllall I,e filled \ritll bread; 
and yc sllnll I;l~o\v that 1am t l ~ e  Lortl yor~l* Got]." 

Tl~erithe I,riglltne..s of t l ~ e  clor~tl f:~(lctl ; :111,1 \vilen 
the peuple Iooliecl up, it appc:itetl just as it 11adbeen 
si~lce the cI:ly t l~ey ii,llo\vecl it out of Egyi)t. Eagerly 

they ~vaited for the eveliir~g, marking tile decliue of 



-
bling noise, and, looking toirard the wilderness, 
belleltl rnllat at  first seemed tu be a low cloud ; but, 
as it drelv 1:enrer they 4 3 1 ~ ~  it iln iliimtinse tll:it ~ ~ 3 5  

flock of desert partridges, or qaail.5, which seemet1 to 

be unable to rise far above the earth, or to control 
their c0ur.e. As the flock carile nearer, the men of 
Israel ruslled out of their canlp, : t~~tl ,  with nl!atever 
they could lay hold of, knoclit~l (lu\rn the qanils, until 
evey hou.seholi1 na.5 ,supplied \Tit11 an abundance. 
Tlre women ant1 cl~ihlren p t l ~ e r e d  sticl;,~, fires \yere 

a11d savory dislles \yere soon sn~ol i i i~g 1)t:i;)re tlleni all. 
Rlen, nomen, nl~cl cllilclren fen-ted that nigllt wit11 a 

relish they hnd Ilever bcfure 1;11o\\-n. T l ~ e  tender, 
delicious foo~l t:wtect a11 the 1)ettt.r 1)ecnrr.e for so long 
a time they lint1 been delrivecl of fle..l~ food ; a11t1 in 
partakii~g of it  they realized t11:tt tile fliell-puts n-llic11 
God l~ruviclkd i n  tlle desert were sn.eeter tlr:lu the 

su+tenance for t11o.e \tho tru3t Iri~n, even w11t.n 111a1i 
collld see no zource of relitf. ! 

Fyllen the nlor~lia~'- i  ligilt eanie, tllc e a n ~ p  IS 1 

envclupd iu nu io~peoetrable ari-t, nl l icl~ gr:dua:ly 4 
t 
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rose, and as it ascended the people saw upon the 
grouud, as if i t  liad been tmusforn~ed from tlie de5 
a white subbtnuce such as they had llever before seen. 
Tllose ~ylio first noticed it 1ool;eci at  it, and tlien at 

each other, autl said : '' J lanna !" tliat i ~ ,('JV113t is 
it 0." Aud as tlle people rose anti went out of their 
tents they repeated tile q~estioll ,  until 311 over the 
canll) tlie people-111e11, women and c1tilJrt.n-nere 

utteri~lg lo each otlier the word, " niann:i !" The 
parents could not tell t l~ei r  cl~ildren, nor tlie elders 

their families, nor the princes tlieir tl~oosands. Tiley 
liad received the promise that in the nloriiing tiley 
shoultl be filled wit11 bread. Could t l i ia  be n.liat Rns 

meant :7 Tl~eli, wlren lione of tlie people cool~l answr. 
the queationi one a..ked of tlie otller, JIo-ec ,sounded 
tlie trumpet, calling tlieni before l~ilu,  n11ci said to them: 

This is the bread wl~icli tlie Lord Ilatll given you 
to eat." 

Shouts of joy rang t l i r o ~ ~ g hthe air nlicn its use 

was exp1:linetl to t l~em,  and every one ill tile host 
began to gather it. 

I t  was in  small wllite hard grain;, of tlie size of 
coriander seed-, and na-  pleasant to the tn-te. \Then 
the  people learned how s~veet it was they nere still 
fr~rtlier pleased, 311~1t11anl;ed JIoses for tlie a su~ l l ce  
that  God \~0111(1 continue it to tlien~dn!. by 
They n-ere commanded to obey carefully tlie follonillg 



AMAL, THE AIIhIAEKITE. 221 

directions regarding it, fur disohedieuce mould be 
sevelrly puuisllerl. E a c l ~  I~oaiellold 1 ~ 3 3to gather its 
,,v, portioll, al1d 110 one was to nlalie niercllandise of 

it, soolle was to lay ally of it 111) ill store; fur if it 
was so used it would breed ~ v o r ~ l ~ s ,  s~nel l  off'en.sively, 
alld tllus yroclnilu the gliilt of tile covetous one. 
J\*]lnt tlleT did livt lleeil ~vas  to be left on tllc grouncl, 
alld it would silently disappear belleatll tlle r a r ~  of 

tile noourlay sun. Eacll hun~elrolrl was to gatller tlnily 
an omer of it for every 1un11; .hut 011 the t1:iy lxfore 
tlle Sabbath n double qnantity was to bk gatl~eretl, and 
God \~oulcl preserve its s\veetne+s during t l ~ e  day. 

TT11at \vonderfuI proyision t11i.j was ! Great as was 
the host of I ~ a e l ,  tllere nn no lack of food. Tile 
amount supplied t l~eln \\-:IS about fifteen niillion 
pouutls a week, a11d tlle so~)pIy was ]lot affected 1)y 
tlre seson or the part of tile c o u n t r ~  they were in. 
It continuetl until tiley rencl~ed the protni.$etl lalitl. 

I t  was llot all eaten tlrc s:111ie n-a!., but n-as prelx,l.ed 
to be eaten like tlle gr:\ili \\llicl~ t l~ey 11ad r:lic~d ill 

Goshen. They g:itlleret1 i t ,  grou~idit ill n ~ i l l , ~  or be:,t 
it a 1110rt3r, baked it i n  pans, 111atie c:ll;ca of it, and  





CI-IAPTE11 XIS. 

ISRAEI,ITES TOI1,ISG U P  THE YOUSTAISS. 

le mercy of God t l ~ e  cleaert had i)ecome a place By:i fn-t i l lg  to tlje gre:lt 110.t. T l ~ c y\Yere nrorl-etf 

from tlleir pless,lrts by t I ~ e  Iblnit of n truulpet. Tl ley 

locll;ed up nljd bellel(1 the cloucl :li)ove then1 stretcll- 

ill:. tO\rard tlje Iofiy ~uonnt::in 11ort11 o f  the ellwlllp- 

nlent. Tile trurlipet .<oulicled the  (,all of l)rep:lrntio~~; 
tlie s ~ ~ l l t s  gntl~ctrctl1, ere aellt for\rnr,l ; tile Ilerd5111e11 

tile fluclis nucl I ~ e r dc1o.w to the nrnletl I l c ~ t ,  n n ( l  tlle 
march rra. 1)egun. ,,l l i e  people were \vnrnccl to  1;erp 

together ; for entamiei 111rlietl iri the steep, 11:lrro\v 

ravines that inter-ect~tl the \vncly t11roogI1 \ \ - l ~ i c b l ~  tire!-

must apcen(l the ~ n o u l ~ t n i n .  Tile 1)rvl of  t l ~ e  n.ntly i l l  

some p1acc.s \vn; nlmost as steep 2.5 st:lir\rnrs of roc\;;, 

and this lilade the travelills very tlifictr~lt f i ~ r  tile 

encunrl)ered Iroats. I n  otller p1:lces tllcir I,:ttl~ I:ly 

tllrough dry torrent I)ctls, sc,:lrred 011 every siclt! by 
the ragillg fl00~1~of the pa-t, Lnt r~o\v utterly d r y  :111c1 
desolate. 

after Ilonr they ninrchetl, at every s tep of 
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flatiXue of t l ~ e  journey, until tlieir angr~i-11 Fas as 

grcat as it had been before God tlienl wit11 qilnilS 
and manna. Tiley a~~xiollsly loolied in erery direc. 
tion for sollie s ig i  of' f l~\vil lg water, but evel.yt11il~~ 
t l ~ a t  met tlieir gaze secwed dry and blistered with tile 

intel~se heat of the sun, slid they saw no prospect of 
relief. Before tlleli~ n-ere .still l ~ i g l ~ e r  moulit:iilis, dry 
and desolate, ancl their p n t l ~ \ ~ a y  \\-a,+ I~edgtci i l l  n.ith 

I g rwt  out-jutting crags. 
1 

1 1  I Ti~c i r  tlrougl1t3 now turned to the contr,~-t Let\yeen 
t l~ i ,  an(l the sweet n.nrers of E!gpt-tile rii-er Sile, 

I ;  I 

tlie fre-11 m t e r  cn11n1, the artificial lalie<, tlic ver<l:i~it i f  

( 1 1  fieltl-, the plentifill I~arre+ts, the fertile pl:iiil, the 

rille-covered cottages ; and they laluented tile cost of 
1 1 1  / tlie freedoni tiley were setliil~g. A grent fcnr a1.o 

i 
/ I (  I 

I began to trouble tllem. Sonletitlles \\-car!- or careless 

, j

l l j i  loitered behind the Iiost, or stmgSlcd np some of tlie 

j i t inter-ecting wadie;, and were crit off b~ desert rovers, 
1 

i ' i  	 who sprang upou the111 fro111 place, of concealwellt. r 1 

Extra  relays of me11 were ordered to ganrd tile f lo~l:~,1 1  
I 

1 and, altl~ougli the people pres-etl cloiely together, tile 
1 '  I 

; \ ,  	 ~ i a r r o ~ vvalley for a lollg distance ~ v n ,  filled nit11 
/ I  	 tliem. Tlieli they began to n~nrnlur,  and the bleati1lg 

of sheep, tlie lowing of c:~ttle. :tnd tlie cries of 
people nnited in proc1:liniing their need of nater. 

The  fear of death also assailed tlie111: and, nithout 

1; 

I 
ones, ~ i e g l e c t i n ~  	 of tile gaardi, the prudent coun;el; 
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llallce radiant from communing with the Lord, I,, 1 
I

liis 11a1id he carried the ~vonclerful rod wit11 \\.hicIl he 
hacl parted the waters of the sea. cuiietl to him 
all tlie elders of Israel, and accolii1):lnied tllern 
went before tlie host uutil tiley caliie to t l~e  nlost 
pron~i~ieii t  Tile 1)eol)le gazed ripon'rocii in the valley. 
the proccc;sion of the elders in silence aiicl increnaing 
alre. The  cloud above tlle111 K:IS ill strange motion, 
and a part of it r a p i d l ~  descendetl u l~t i l  i t  re.5ted upull 
the rock at  tlie base of \\.llich 31ose.j ant1 the  eltifw 

l~nltccl. 
F r o n ~  this spot JIoses acld~~esieel the people, and 

told t l~em of tile ~vickeclness of t l~ei r  nli1)elief. and 
their f ~ r ~ e t f u l n e s s  of tile nlany signs by ~ ~ l l i c l ~tlie 

Lord Ilacl assured t l~enl  of l ~ i s  1)re:ellc.e nntl liis pro-
tectins care. IIenccforth, this great rocli s11o11lil be 
a mernorinl of their wiclced spirit, ancl slionlcl be called 
llas:al~ and Meril)nh--that is, Teniptntiun :untl Strife. 

As  the people boned tlieir 11e:ltls in a~-li~~u\~Ie(~:- 
nlent of the reproof, JIost.5 liftccl t l ~ e  rot1 ton.:i1.(1 the 

cloi~dnl~d,  calling apon filltiGod, vtl.r~cli the ~ ~ ) t l i ,  

in~~nediately orlt ofn strong torrent of n.:rte~* gr~-l~e(l  
the spot lie I ~ : \ d ~ t r ~ c l i ,  i l l  :tl.e:lni f l o ~ ( 1and :l bro:lcl 
down the v:tlley t l l r o ~ i ~ l i  t l ~ e  ll~iclst of tile ~ I O S ~ .Tile 
eight of the water as it tlnshefl and tunibletl over tile 

rocliy cour5e of tlre torrent bee1 rennilnated tlie ])e()pie 
sit11 Iiope and courage. d ~ i t ltlley \~-o~liierecl that 
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stroke of a &uder acacia rod, so mucll c0tnfOl.t 
could be given tilein, alltl tiley were ajliaii~ed t l ~ a t  

tileg had doubted tile Lord. As tiley rcfrrslled tllelu- 
selves, tllc!l were tol(l that 0 1 1 1 ~  a short di.:tnuce 
before tlleru \vaj tile Fjirest place in 311 the worlcl. A 
place of wonderfill fertilit!., with .-prillgs,g u s l ~ i i ~ g  
capaciolls fuuntsills. a broad stresin of s\\-eetejt w t e r ,  

ilundredj of lofty l)alnis, grcnt gn:irled t:~ni:i~.i.?ks, 
grovw of fruit-beariug trees, luxurinut lue:ido\v,~, nr~cl 
flu\vrrs in abullda~lce, and that Jluses \\.:is l e a t l i r ~ ~  

Br~t their joy vas  cllangetf to nppreliension ; fi)r 
ont of the intersecting waclies, armed bot1ic.s of 
drndekites ~vatchcti their opportul~i ties, a i d  r~isl~etl  
upon the floclrs, :uid liilled the sl~epl~erds,  or csrriecl 
tlrem pri.soners illto their ru!.sterious Ili(lii~g 1)i:lce3. 
The rear of tlie ho;t was llara.+$ed 1 ) ~c o ~ ~ . < t : ~ ~ ~ t l ?  tile 
foe, who eluded the slintpest vigilallce of tile ga:r~ls.  
To add to tile tro~ible, the gu:ircls \yere c:~llc.tl to t 11e 
f~ollt of the ho.<t, a ~ l d  also all tile nien n.110 c,c,r~l,l 

bear arms; for Isrnel n-as t l~cu  1)esi.t I)? tile ;ii~laleli- 
ites, d l 0  forba(1e their frlrtller a(lvallce. 

C1.S. of war p:i~.sed tl~rorlgli the entire I lo t ,  and 
nleu prepxed to lnttle fur life aild t l ~ e  rigllt to 

111 the 1llicf3t of 1.smel's I~osts tlie tel~ts of 

'lie '~lilies of the yritlns were set ap ,  an.1 tile elltiye 
"""J: was filled with the fau~ilics 311(l flocIis of tile 
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tribes. I11 this liour of uncertail~ty aucl alarm, tile 
nobler wonleu, filled with the Spirit of the Lord, 
comforted aiid cl~eered those \\.\lo i l l  their \\.ca~;Ilees 

lealied upon tlrem. Miriani arid the 111:~itlens of iler 
court sougllt to sristaiu tile courageous spirit of 
and, as best they could, atteud to the siclr, the \\.ounded, 

autl tlie ~ol.ron.in;.. Tirzi111, in ti1i.5 hour of trial \va 
the corlif'orter of ni:uiy, as she neut  fro111 tent to tellt 

q)ea l ; i~~gwol~fs  of eucouragernellt, and r e ~ l i i l l d i ~ ~ ~  

tllem of' the help that Got1 11ad give11 their1 in  ever! 

trou1)le. All over tile canip illitl~f'ul liiaitlc~~s \rere 
ein~ilarly eog:lgecI, al~tl  tile f'rigl~tened oue? felt tile 

po\vcr u f  their i'aitli :iii(I devotion. 

But tile flnnl;~ of the ]lust were iu the greatest 
trepidation ; for here :incl there, t l ~ e  l.ori.r.5 of tile 

enemy were o o ~ l : ~ r ~ ~ l l t i~nal;il~g their n11t1 nere 

nieeting orlly feel~le resistance. Til.z:111, ite:lril~g the 
cries of t l ~ e  people about her, and their shrieli~ of 

alarm, looked toward tile n1ou11t:lin side so near her, 

and tr lr~~etlpale wit11 fear as ai~esaw n troop of 

A~naleliites, wit11 tile sl)eed of the ~vilici rrl?hiug 
to\rartl the s~ )o t  ou ~vl~ic l i  she \ m a  st:intling. Before 

she could recover fro111 her frigllt, tliey Ii:ttl come np 
to her; alltl olle of tiletn, gmspilig I~e r  girtlle, lifted 

beside him upon his horse, and as q r ~ i c l r l ~  as tllev 

come rushed back into the precipitous ravine. 

The capture of uue so Ilouoreci by the leaders of 
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! the ]lost, and so generous in helping others, filled the 

Fvith dismay; ;uld before n gi~nr(lcould be 
ptilelrd to resist or pursue the rovers, tiley J i i O  con-
veJec? their captive out of aiglit a ~ n o l ~ gtile cliffj of 

\\-hose soul TYas filleil nit11 nllglli-11 at the tidil1g.j 
bIosej gave her as :\n e-curt a body Of g~:lrd- C ~ ) l l l -

> II 

, 
ninntledl,? Searial+ I\ 110 hat1 pleatlet1 f i~rtile privi-

I 

I / /I:{ledge of seebit~gl ~ i sbelovitl, aucl t l~ey 11:id collie to 

tile part uf ttle nay frotu \\ i~ichtile ninicit~nh:ul Lee11 i i 

abducted. For  a sl~urttli-t:i~~cetIlc,y could i;)llow the I 


t~;\cliof tlle retreatillg rover-, 1)ut ill  the rocliy I\ iiitl- I 


iug way of tile nndy i t  n a i  lo-t. i j 

i
IYllile intently searching for it, sear id^ saw the t 

I i 
1 I !robe of a m:litien fluttering 1): the sicie uf n grc:it rock 


iu front of tl~em,and then tli-nppts:ir. TIiey :ill 

rusl~edto the spot, but it \ \ t i - gone. Tl~el iit \\:I* -eel1 i 


further on aniong the 1ligh ror.1,~.I)ri t  3g:iin their se:irch 
was fruitless. I n  the hope that t11ey ~ l i i ~ l l t  

I 

I 


1 

i 


be able to 
IIcome up to the elienly, Se:irial~allti his nieu nent  
i
tilrougll the entire mvi~ le ;but a11 t i i ~ i rsenrcltillg \\a5 


in vain, and they $a\\ the y a r ~ ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  j /
110 1110re. 
Noses had zpecially narned Seari:ll~of the danger 

of his me11 becolrrillg srpal:ltcatl ill ally of tl~e-e~vadicl;, I !I 

for the Amalekite-. l;llo\r i ~ l vpvcjrr ic>rl.ot hnnt rnnl r l  'i
I 

srraggllllg from the otllerlj nould lose their lives for ;:II 
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tlieir fully. Neariali tlierefure Iiept his nien all tile 
time in one co~npact boil!.. A sliout frulll the caiup 

they saw s0111e Amalel~ites 011 tlle very bortler uf the 

camp. Sure of cal)turing tliem, tile gllartls ru,~t ,~d 
furivard. At tlle same t i ~ n e  a nu~uber  of' 11ie1i ii.011~tile 

esaiy)ed, a11d tile wady \\-as as si1e11t :is tile gr:ive; 
a l t l i o r~~ l i  \+ollgl~t cartf"1every 11i:ili fur tlie~ii, tile 11io.t 

scarcli i~~gt i l ed  to reve:ll tlieir n.:iy of e.Gc.:ipe. 
I n  the tieepe-t tli.trc+s Senriall retllriled t o  tile fi.ont 

of tiie uitl l i u s t "  l i i iIio..t, i~ i f~ r~ l l ec l  uf' iltiiure :u 

rescric tile 11i:lidc11. Mo.-es I ~ I I ~ \ v  tile A\~~i:tlc~liites t11:it 

\vel-e t11ul.ougIily :~t~cjr~:~i~itctl i i ~tiie\I-it11 evc1.y \V:I,~? 
niou~ltaili+,a 1 ~ 1  fro111 tlieir life-1011; ti*:ii~~ii~g t l ~ t  tiley 
were able to defeat large oppoiuS L:lnd. of t i l c ~Israel-

ites by a few rovers. H e  deeply rrgretteti tlie loss of 
t l ~ e  attractive Tirzall ; but Inure serio~ls tl:l;yer ia 
front of tlietn calletl for tlie u,se of a11 lii; ri-.:ource~. 
H i s  sconts were briugiug liinl infor11l:ttion of the ~011-

tilitiecl lnassing of Bm:~lekites in  tile vale of Feirsll, 
and tliey were boa-,ting in lood shouts of soon fiilillg 
tlie wiitlerness before Feiraii wit11 tlle csrc.:isses of tile 
Israelites. Their \varriors, tl~oronghly armed, \yere 

' 

conlil~g from a t11011-antl camp fires, n~itl with fierce 
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thoubllt further could be now give11 to T i r z a l ~ ,a u d  

no man spared to search for her. Slie was ill tile 

jldll& ~f God. Alld God L ' O L I ~ ~~ 1 1 1 ~  deliver ally of 

them froill tile L1ouilthil.-ty - ~ ~ l l ~ l l e l i i t e ss u r r u u ~ l d i n ~  



CHdPTEIZ. SS. 

A M h L  SAVES THE JIdIDESS. 

r o ~ g l i  nnnner in  which T i r ~ ~ h  1lnndled1~~1s  

by her Aluaieiiite captor at  first 1)l.eveiittl]]Ier 

f iwn~ noriciag tile way she ivar t:~lieli; :111(l b e 5 i i i ,  
soon Ile placeti a L:111d:lge over liar eyer. so tilat 

d ie  colild not see. A t  l e l ~ ~ t l ltheir leader called 3 

Ilalt, and .>lie was gently drop1,ed on a snfr green 

s\\-arti)311(1tlte l~antlage ant1 cords I)? i v I t i t ~ I i?lte lla(i 
laell I I O I I I I I ~  xere rellloveti. Looliiliy arotlll(1. a grcit 


colltl.:ist glraeted her amazed sigilt. lYi1e11 c:i~~tt~rt(l) 

s l ~ e  a-:i.? i l l  tlie inhlst of de~olate. rtllrqt.(l ~ ~ l o t l i ~ t ~ i l ~ ~ )  


S I I I I ;  11ow site was in a si11:iIl vi111ey . - I I I I ~  i t )  I,? loft,~ 


])enli.5-1)ealis 1)nrc only ton-nr(l their ~111iittlit;.:lit(/ 


rcrong flowillg foulitnin of i v a t ~ r ;  :11'01111~1 the f i ~ t l n -

and, as if il~(lifferellt to lier llresence, chatting to one 
another over tlleir adventure. 
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Su(ldenly tliey r e r c  :uo~sc.dI,! t l ~ e  of 3 ~ O I Y~ ( I I I I I ~ ~  

Ill211 ill.tnnt they were in  po-sc.+ion of 

a llp:,rty \vc2]c~)~l ie ,  :ill11 tlleir p r i : b ~ ~ ~ e r\ r :~-  l)l:i(:t~~I 

by tile titic ( , f '  Tirz:lll. :IS the tT,~<b of . \III:\ICJ~~-~ ) : ~ I I < I +  

itej ,]O\vI1 t t jpt i ier  n:ltl I ) t j n ~ ~  . . 
tl) rei~ite t11t:ir :ill- 

yel;i:!ye>, tile c:I!,iiyes loc,liecl i I I  to  e:ic.\~ otilcr - l;\t.t,-, 

and then si:ill crie. of' 1.ecog11itio11\\-ere c a 1 ; i - 1 ~ ~ , l l  

ill locillg emIjrnc%e. Tiie nc\r cn!)ti\-c \vn; J < c t ~ ~ r : l r ~ .  
tile henntihl  Ilitiinl~itc. K I I O I I I  Tirz:il1 11:itl -cell \ \ i t ; ]  

hIoses ill Go-i~eii, I,c.i;)re tlie p\:~,gr~t.- f'~lleli I I I ) ~I Nil:itl 

Egypt. Site IV:I< ~ I I J \ Vt11e \- i t< t i111  of ' ~ ' ~ I I I ~ I : I ' . - I , ~ V V I I ~ I ~ .  

Tile 111~11 re.:t(:cl 1111til t11e . . I I I~  \v:I< I I C : ~ I > I ~O I I ~of' 
r .sight bellind tlie r i ~ o r ~ l ~ t n i ~ ~ - .  c ; i l ) i : ~ i ~ ~1 1 1 ~ 1 1t11c: ;:I\-c 

Itis ~on1nlniit1.5; n~rd,  ~ v i t i ~  tlre escac,!):ii,i~ o~'t; ,rlr ,  tiley iefi 

the valley to joiu the -\t~~:iiciiite : I ~ I I I ~  l ) : ~ t ~ l t ,:it: I I I I ~  

the gates of Fe i rn l~ .  I\-lit!n t11c 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  11:ill t I e l ~ : ~ r t ~ ~ ~ 1 ,  
the c : ~ p t i r e  n.ert? ~ ? I ~ I Il,nntl:lyctl, nilti c.nt:l~ of t 1 1 1 ~ 1 r l  

talien by t n o  of t l ~ c  nlell. Tile cnptnin let1 tlre 
ITa!.: and tiley p:i,ed o u t  of tlrc v:illey-n.l~itl~t:r~ tlre 
lllaidells collld 11ot cli-ccrn. ,,

111ej- scelllctl to le:lve t]lc 
ass? plat, and enter tile I lnrr~)\r  go~.gtt n!ollg \rlliclr 

the fitrear11 from the fi)ul~t:li~i flc,n.ecl. IL~ y a jcv i ( i c l l t  


for some dist:llice tlli,r \y;il]iell I,y tllis 


Stream, for tllc'!. lloticcd t l ~ c  sor111,l of n nlrlltitode of 






lj-llenfrom this zceae the ninitlvns turile(l they 

sa\tTtile ferotion; tirrentel~ingglare of' t l ~ ee!-cs of' the 
Amalekite f:istenetl u])on tl~eill. ITltll I I I O C ~ ;  cor~steqy 

he illvited tllem into lii- eavesn ; \I it11 \\orti- ot' love 
he songht to e1)tic.p tIit.111. Ire 111:i(k1::\11,\11t + ! ~ ~ ~ c l ~ c . ,  

conxetf :inJ eve11 t l ~ r t n t e ~ ~ e d  : allti :it -ce-t11el11 I L I I : I ~ I .  

And the runidens rcjolvcd tlr:lt, if  11cet1 -1lo11lti be, 
they would p l u l ~ ~ einto the t l ep t l~ t  belu\~-, cln-prd i lr  

each others arms. 

Slonlr the hour- of tlie C:IIIIC.I I I O ~ I I ~ I I ~  : I I I ~  the 

- - - "'.'.' A L L L ' . . L . . .  . \ l *L , .  

blonged to her tribenuell. but 110 roior s 0 1 .  ~ i v nrnlllrl 

I 
I 
I 


i 
I 

/ I 
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reach those tending the flocks. Suddenly the AIt~~a]ek. 
ite again appeared before tl~eni, clotlled in all the 
ricl~ness of the war coatunie of his tribe. As 11e sat 
near tl~eril and glared upon them their I~enrti qoivered 
~ r ith terror. 

I I e  laugl~ed as 11e S ~ T Vthe alartn in their slid 
c:llletl then1 by pet namei; and then lie I ) e p  to 

npbmid Iieturah for stealing the lieart of Timna's 
lover. ,As lle spolie, his fwe  \\-as clistortefl by tile 
\ ~ r a t hlie cuald not suppres.5, and he declnrell him& 
to be the mortal enemy of Anl:il, 311d :ill tlr:it 11n:lI 

loretl. H e  t11t.n nrose as if to strilie I<t.tur:lil to tile 

groond, when a loud voice called out : 
" T~IOUson of Jebel, here is thy enemy, a nlan of 

war, and not that feeble maiden ! Strike here !" 
Surprised, tlre dnlaleliite tornecl to n1et.t the  in-

truder;  wllile, n-it11 a cry of joy, Iceturah, ii~llo\\-cd by 
Tirz:ili, r~~allet l  the voice, to his side, for s l ~ e  recog~~izt.tl 
then the Gee of dnlal .  He, too, \\-as surirri-ed. He 
allled the niaiclens by nanie, 3 r d  ~vonderiug, adied 
11ow they came in tlint place. I ie tura l~  r~p id ly  :aye 
l~irll the account of their capture; and as she did $0, 

her captor, foaniing ~ ~ i t l ~  rage, utterecl the nlost savage 
curses upon Amal, a11d dared him to immediate 
conflict. 

With  his quick Amalekite pn.<sio~l fully aroused, 
Amnl flung himself upon tile sou of Jebel, to settle 
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alld forever tlie strife Let\vt.cn them. Terr ible  I 

I 

Fvas the s t ruggle  and the 11i:iiclcn~. :~p~)nlletl ,  watcliect 
it, kuoaing that ti, tltenl it  111tiitlt l i i t  ur t1e:itIl. Tile 

I 

nlen were about equal i11 :tge 311~1h i m ,  :II~CI bvtli fougllt 

Jyith all tile bliill and s trei~gt l l  tli:it t11t.y ~)u-w--ed. 
At length ~vi t l i  one -ttun; l~lolv -1111:il felled 11is 
antagoni-t to tlie :in11 ijefilre he coi~l t l  recover 

!1itll-elf, g r a ~ ~ ~ e c l  11i1n :in(] fli111~ 1ii111over the  f a y  of 

down, clon.~~:and \~:tl l u n i l ~ l y  ~il:t~iglt.d on the  j:isgcc1 
rocl;~belo\\.. 

For  3 niciment :111tal ciood I,.,l)king inin tllc abyss, 
then, st:lgrgeritlg b:i~'ii \~:irdi~ -111lIi to  the  grorri~d. ~ I I C  
rnaic1en.s i~a=tcnr.d ii, hi:, srlI)pc'rt, n'lien t11c:y saw t11:tt 
his ganuents \\-ere >t:~ined n-itit I)loo11. Ilc 11:111Lcen 
wonnded, and T:ii su l fe r i t l~  frotn the  lo+ of I)lootl. 
Wit11 all 11i.s +liiil 11e 11:itl 11ot Oeetn :\\jle t o  p:irry :ill 
the tltrllsts of the lilliit in the Ilnl~cl< of 1 1 i  :~~~t: l<o~ii . j t .  

I 
all for their calie3. _I i > i ~tiionlent; nnore ant1 - l lnnl  
~ o u l d  have been tltc victin,. a11d t l n ~ y  n-o~ild 11:1\-e 

been lobt. I n  tlli- cri-i., tile cobrare of the  maidens 
did not relax. Tirz:ill careful l y reillorell the  i ~ lo~d -
"aiined clotliing fro111 the noiln(ls, ~ l ~ i l e  I<et~ir:ih 

hurried down the pat11 to the  rippling stream ~ I I J  

~btaiued water to  bathe the R O U I I ~ Satid nioiaten the  
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is cllerished peace nit11 Icrael ; for God is nit11 tllcll~, 
tileir mu-e i, j us t ;  but I ( 1 3 ~llot deaclt t l ~ c  c;11l 

of my tribesn~en,and nom I cIc:~rly -ce that  tile bioutl 1 

of l n ~peo1~le1ll11ztwntcr tile root, u f  the pru-l)cr i~y of  
tile I,-rnelite.. Tiley are (iotl's cllo-en pcoplc, :111d all 
\\.llo t l~en l  n~u.:t fl~il." 

he If-ns iilelit ill t l lougl~t ,  tile11 said : 

" K e l ~ l i e l ~ ~ ~ ,Be l~ ,:III(I IIIT.>CI( \ V ~ I T  \v :~teI~i l~<f i ~ r  
tllee to protect thee; f i ~ rn-e I;ne\v the  cin~~gclr t i~l .e :~t-
euiljg thy life, f ium tile jenlou-y vf rile vi~~tiic.-
tive Timna, wlio \\-ill n t ~ t  endnrc tile c.si-tc,llce 01' 
oue who wins pr:\i-es ecl~l:ll to  thu-e l)c>to\\.vti llljlln 

her. JVe n.vuld I~a\ 'e  fu~lllcl t11c.e :111(1 \\.:ll.llcd tll~t ' ,  
but were selinl,atct1 ; n11t1\v11~11tile c:il] of tile ] l r i l l ~ e  

of our tribes ~ o i l l ~ ~ l c d  ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ I I L P / I O I I ~0111. v:11?;, 1 cI:~re(i 
not disobey, Ijut 11.2,. c~oii~~~c:llecl~t l ~ r u r i ~ l llo>:llty to  111y 
people oilti my relirioll? to 1.u-h to tilt. rc111iezvt111.s. 
I n  Feirau, benentl~ the 11alidl.etI5 of' 1c11iy 1):11111-, 1 
belle111 the g ~ t i i c ~ ~ i ~ ~ , ~  I . I ~  O I I ~~ ~ : ~ i , r i o r , + .'l'i~vy ~ v c r e  :dl 
t  t  i  for I l o o l  I l l ~ ~ ~ ~ t l r ,1;:. ~ I I I I .  eotls t11c.y 

swore the ilestroctic~l~ of t l ~ c  110,>t of  Isr:~el. Tllcy 
came clressrtl in their p!e..t ~ ; I ~ I ~ I c I I ~ ' ,311d c:irryillg 

tlleir clloicest \vcnp"ls. Tiicy cfin.i\c:cl to  tJlc :arc 
of tile valley, and slloutect their s l ~ r i l l  cric.3 for I,l~ocl. 
RIoses lleard tlle sl~out.;. H e  n-ell l<lle\r \\-ll:lt it 

meunt, and sent n ~ e , ~ ~ e i ~ ~ w q ~ I ~ l : ~ ~ i i l l ~!i)r peace. He 
said he no desire to nlciie-t or \r:ir \r.itll tile tribes 

: I 
, I 











CIIAPTER XXI. 

RESCUED FROJI THE CLIFFS. 

THE l~eart less  cruelty r rh ic l~  had influenced the 

d~nalei ; i tes  in  their  strife wit11 their neiglil,ora 

t11rou;lluut tlieir eutire Ilistory was I ~ O \ V  m:~~~ifeited 

to\\-nrd the  Israelite<. 111 t l ~ i -  11oor of  ~ , c r i l  to tl~oze 
e c ~ p i n gfro111 l)ol i t lap,  ~ r l ~ e ~ i  every 11intlr:ulc.e to tlieir 

n i : ~ r c l ~\ma 3 b l o r  :y:tinst wumen alitl chiitlren as 

\re11 as  ngai11.t lrlell, (God was eapeciall!. lienr lii3 peo-
ple. H i s  ear  n n s  opeu to their cry, 2nd 11i5 li3~1(las 

stretclietl ou t  t o  deliver. I I e  rrlio c.:,ve to i i i ;  people 
the 1~ol111ir1g a1111 tile daily itl.cnnl, t l ~ e  ,-Ilo\rc.r of ' f l t ,~I~,  

foot1 fronl 11enve11, w:\i :11.+o able to s i r e  corirn<e to their 
I~t':trt', :~ncl sliiil : ~ n d  .trcngtll to their :u1115. Tile con- 

sciousl~ess of  tiicir : t r~tI :~ci t~,  ill vie\\. of \rhat God had 

done for  1-r:~el, rl~atle the iIn~:lleliitea the no re tiesper-

a te  ill tile coul,sc of tlie an.fiil struggle illto n-llich 
tiicy were entering, t l l a ~ i  i f  they were oiilp battli1lg 
\\-it11 their desert neigiii)ol.s. 

JVlien the  1io:t of  Israel  e ~ i c a m ~ e d ,  Joshua, Moses' 
a t te l ida~it ,  was comnlal~tled to  select sncll Illen of 
Israel a s  were qualified f i ~ r  lxlttle, t o  take them with 
him. ant1 drive the armed ,2mnleliite~ from tile gat@ 
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of ~ ~ 1 t  i ~ ~ ~ ,the  fir,st battle iu \vhiclr tile cllil- 
dreu of Israel had ever eugtlgecl. Ttley lrad no tlefillite 

ltuoelec~se n a r ,  aud aItIlougli t l ~ e y  liciirld t h e  
movellleurj of tile Es,.vI,ti:ln soiciiers iu  the ])l:tili.<, 

kllem notlliilg of :vurhrc ill the  1 ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 i t : l i l l ~ .  
tile nt lcai i tage~ of  :i colltest seelnetl to beH ~ ~ ~ ~ , 

xvitll tile foe ; but God \\-aswit11 Isrtlel. Tl ie  ,inla- 
leliites Ivere in  tllc lii;I~e,:t .pirit.+; 61r their luu.5~ bril- 

liallt chieft:lil~5 itat1 :111:1\-ereti tile 511111111011s tilid colilt: 
to tile deI;.=e of Ft:irLlu. il.5 tlrey irlovetl ai)out, 
gl i~ter i l lg  ill t11e .:l,lc~rcl,)~. t.,f t11eir 111:1rti:iI :i~,rtl,.v! the  
liearts of their \\-ulile~l grt.\v "I'UII". :"it1 tllty iiiti.ll..i- 
fie<]tire zeal of tlie r i i t l i  b! sony.~;uf \v:lr ami victory. 
Tile eyes of tlie young nieu lit ril) wit11 l ~ l . i ~ l ~ t t r e ~ . ~  :is 

tlic niaidelis s u l ~ g  of tile oils t11t.y \vuulil take ; tilr 
all line\v that t l ~ c  1-rtielites \Yere 1:lilell \\,it11 ji \vel-, 
fiuz raiment, gultl, eilvel-, copper, niitl 1)reciou. .toile.;, 
x~liicl~tlie ~vc:lItlry &yitti:i11~ 11:i,I l)re...c,l [ I ~ O I Iti1t111. 

Tlie mniclen-, I)rl(:liIt.d rile rluivers to tile Oticii- of' tilcir d 
lowra;  nrlcl \\-it11 all tlie :irtlor of Ircr sor11, rl'ilill~n 
did this service to Aini:lll n.lr,ill~ .Ire coutii~iled t o  love 
in ~ p i t eof the n.r:itil of' licr fiitlier :ind ljrotller ; 
wit11 pride she sent I ~ i l i li;,rtil tile 

As tile Amalcliites posted thc.:nselvej the  

narroIv, roclcy elltrance to  tlieir v:llleyl aud s a \ ~  tile 

undis i~ l i l l ed  multitude tllst pre.llnln1 to il:lttle, 


raised a ~ l i u u t  of derisios, a l ld  fuiiull5]j- a+ 

i 

http:iiiti.ll.
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snulted them. The Israelites \yere silent. They had 

and detern~ined to die in the place their leader as-

signed them. Tile discipline alid courage uf tile 
Amalel<ites proniii5ed a. sllort all(1 ~3.~7~(,~lqlleSt. 
Their aged chieftains 1novec1 at tile 11f::itl of their 
tribes with the agility of youtl~,  I\-11ile tile !.0l1l1g 
warriors, brilliantly \ r i ~ l ~ctecl;ed orl~:ililellts, flulig 
tllenlselves recl;lessl!- upon the o p p u i l ~ g  h o t .  

The spears of the Anialekites \\-ere long! nllll, \ ~ I i e n  

flung: s1)ed \\-it11 great force to tllcir tle.c~il~:~tion; but 
tlie swortls of the Israelitt~s were l<eell: nntl the 

n~uscles Ilardened 1)y toil wieldetl tl~elii -0 :I; to i<n~cli  

tlle sl'earsaGide, nlld wit11 3 tlextcrity give11 I)? tlleir 

nealmn. \\-l~en the An1ale1iite.j lenrl~ecl the secret of 

then,  n the day declillecl, 1o.t their Ilope, :il~d ss the 
sun \ ~ c n t  do\\-n Kcre filled wit11 disinny, aucl in 
brolien detacl~ments fled out of Feirsn, seeliillg safety 
in the \vadies leading nor t l~ \~nrd .  

As the victorious hosts of Isl-ael entered Feirall, 
they beheld the altar 11-hic11 Moses Il:id conl~uan(~ed 
to be built: n-llich was called (( Jehorall-Si+i "-tllat 
is, " T l ~ e  Lord n ~ y  1,auner." I t  was to remain as a 
nlemorial of this great victory, and to the 

j n d g n ~ e ~ ~ tof the Lord. Benlrse of the treacller). of 
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~ ~ Israell ~ k , to tnake peace if7itll Ililu, ~ ~ r a s  never 

bu t  to destroy him. Gut1 3130 cotnmande(1 

n~~~~~to preserve the rn~nlor i s l  of  this eveut, by 
\\.ritil,g tile \yllole story uf i t  i n  a b ~ o l i ,  alld to 

rellearse it  in tile ears of J o h u a  that,  in time to collle, 

tile fillly Irnow the justice of this colu- 
m:lnt] f,;r exterl~iinntion. 

Tile last barrier noiv llavil12 been reluoved, tile 

jlost Isme] lilnrclletl illto Feil.:ln. Hoiv be:ir~tif'ul 
it Iyas to their eyes after tlie l o ~ l g ,  tetiiuu-, tie.coiate 

they llacl entlriretl ! R u \ r  like 11111ile ! I t  \\.as 

intlec-d a l)liratlise ; olicl ulotig tlie flo\villg rtrc3:inl, ill tile 
grassy l)n111;; allti ullcirr tiit. l u f t ~  1)ai111 trvtjs liieila tellt:; 
were stretchetf: alld t l l e j  re-rtci tlieni-clve.: i l l  tile sweet 

luxuriaiicc of ease a1id 1)1t11ty. TIICY(Ir:it~li ~ ' I D ~ I I:l 

l~untireci fountailis; they gatllercd their 111:~1111;1tvt.l.y 
moniiog nrlcl ate of the fruits wl1ic.11 i l l  tlleir sc:i-ol~ 
were hnnging ripe l>ei;~re t l~e tn .  

Wiien .%11131 left Beia :illti I<cl~lic>nc; to  rc.tu1.n to 

his peoliie, the t\vu sfillgilt lIie \\.:I!.. i i~c~~.tc- t  ton-:ird 

the llitiiauite encatllpl~lt;ili. A- ~ I I , : ~c ~ ~ ~ ~: lIe:,r; l]lc,y ~ 

created surpri.e, and had led tl, Inore cc,lrlplcte 
of tile t n o  triljes ; 1,llt \\.]lcll t i l c  ~.~.l,,,l.t of 


the cal)ture of ( r e  of the c11uicc.r J;itlgiltrri of \lilii:ln 


Y t i e  i t was reeeireil, t i lc f i lq  tile 
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warriors k n e w  no boulid.+. H:igar n-as c.;;pecially 
arori.sec1. A11 the  force of her  nature as-ertt:tl it,eji; 
a n d  in to~ les  e l ~ e  calletl the \ ~ : t r i ' i ~ ~ . ~  e l o q ~ ~ e ~ i t  on 
of RZidiau to viilclic:lte their pu\ver to  protect tile 
d: lugl~ter  of  their tribe. 

It \\.as ju3t :it f c c l i ~ i ~t l ~ i s  set l~on of excited t1lat 

Bcl:i :lilt1 l<el~Iienea :irrivetl. 1Yl1e1i they 1ie:~rcl tire 
report,  their l i ~ l ~ \ ~l~ori~i(i..: i s to~~i . : I~ ine~~t  110 

t l ~ o s c  1v11o 11ntl :lbductcid tile 1n:iic1~11. IIe told tile ex- 
cited people tllat all  the  lo!.:il ; In i :~ le l ; i~e  \yere in 
F e i r a l ~  I):irtli~ig :1g:tii1.5t I+rttcl! anti tllat if t11r.v at orlce 
set out  ill the v:illc!-j s~n:ill  I):lrld+ : -e:~r~ ' l~i l lg  and 
tile f:,lli~ili:~r I~:irint.+ of tile 1 4 ~ ~ ~ a l e l i i t e s  t11ey \\.0111d 110 

doubt  filrcl Iietril.:ih teiiipomriiy detsilletl by sollle 

S c a r e l ~ i ~ l gpartie.;; \vere a t  ollce institr~tcll. \vIlo 
s o r ~ ~ l l ta l l  d a y  loug, l)rtt not n trace of the liinitle~~ 
coulcl Le cliscoverecl. Tltey retur i~et l  to tile cllnlp, nl~d 
t h e  n e s t  day  continr~ed the se:ircl~. 111 tile 1ni,:111 titlie 
i t  \v33 111:lile ~ I I O I V I I  tllnt t11e -inl:ileliite,+ ilntl i)em 

clefe:itctl, ai1~1 tli:\t a11 the  snrvivo~.; i l l  one i)od!. \rt.re 
nloving r.<pitlly to\vnrd tlle 11ionntnin+ of the noltll. 
A t  le l lgt l~ n s l ~ o u t  of  joy I . : ~ L I ~  from olle of out 
b a ~ ~ c l sof  searcllcrs \vlio, IiuvinS l~e~lctr:tte~lr l ~ e  vtllle!' 
by the  gres t  precipices, Ilad cii.5coverecl the clnllser 
signal, and l ~ a d  clinlbecl up oile of the ueigrllbori% 



f 

tile ,,]iff \T:la urrerl>- ilnpi),,:il,le ; tile i)ol(ie-t cIinll)er ill 
, 
, 

J1idiail C~!lll(]110t d~';ile the ilc!ipllt. Jt \v:l.+ k110\~11 

as a secret _~ll~:ilt.iiito all(] :lcSc-e.-; to  it> t r o ~ l ~ l ~ o l ~ i ,  

lint] beeu cllrt.f~~i1y 	 of tlieliicicleii fro111tile l i l lo\vlcdy~ 

hlicli:~i~ite.s. 
But  \viiile \ ~ t l i t i ~ ~ g  f i i i t l  piitle to  it: tile tribeto :L 

enrere~ltile vslley b r l o \ ~it: :ill11 tilere cllc:~~ripcdt o  

eacor1r:Ige the m:iitlt-l~.+I)!- .lic~r~ltltlr<,ytlivir ~ , r c ~ t ~ u c t ~ ,  

be a l~ leto di-tinyui~1i tile111 :it ;r.t,:it a cIi-t:i~~ce. 

T11eIIIOS careft11 e f i ~ r t s\vtrc 1111t iijrtli to  fi~itl:I w:~y 
aroutid tlie ~ ~ ~ o t ~ ~ i t a i ~ i - ,  t11t> 1):1il1 t l ] :~t:i11(1to (ii.-t.ovcr 

lecl to h e i t  -1s t l ~ c i rp!:lcc. ot' ~ ~ ~ l i ~ i l t . l l l ( ' l l t ,  o11e ot' 

ba1111~\YE e x l ~ l o r i i ~ z  I I ~ I ~ I I I I ! : ~ ~ I Ito\v:i111 t l ~ t .  [ l l ~  y ~ i l l ~ : ~ ~  
I 

nort l~,it niet t r c ~ ~ p  	 j:i ( I T  1-1.:1t:iitt.-; \vl~ic.ll \\-it11 ccji~al 

ardor \vas i)ratitig tile 11io11111:\illsfor .:0111t. trace of  tIie 

abducted Tirz:~ll. i 
It as Xeari:ih l ~ l 1 1 ~ 1  J - O I I I I ~  r11e11,~ v i ~ ~ ) )  i1ariil of 

as s ~ l las the l x ~ t t i ~  	 ~ ~ ~ 1 . 5  :ill,]~ v i t l i~ I I C J.\ ~ ~ i : l ] t ~ ] i i ~ ~ ~ , ~  

i 

I which fatigue or rinllger cuuid lrot nfket, 
.. 

he h:id 	 E
ii 



inil,ri-o~leti\v i t l i  1;etoruh ;but tlirl- fitr tile 11io-t care- 8 
f'ul .zcl.utin?- lrad fililcd to open up n \v:~y 11:. \\.ilicI1 

tlley ~iiiglit be ~-c-ci~eel. Tile t\vo 11:illtls cc,litillued 
togetl~er tile ~enrc*Il, and I)? 11:1!1 f'o1111~1 l~oo~iritle tIie 

h1111tain i i ~  tile l)sl~~i-sli:ldetl vale, wilere tllcy 

euca1111)(~tI : I I I (~  part:tlie of 11ouri.11-to 1.e-t t 11~ '1 i i~e lv~s  
~ I I P I I ~  C S ! ! : I ~ I - ~ ~ I I ~ .; fur t11eir 1al)e)r 11:tel 1)celi cxt re~~ie ly  ' 8; tiley sat 11y tlie f i~ l~~ i t : l i l~ ,  Iier.11 i.!-es oftilt! 3 

JIitii:tl~ite scout tletectetl :i s l l i ~ l i ~ ~ ~ol!jecnt 1yillir i l l  tile 
g l . : ~ .  JIe 1)i~Iicelit  rlp, a11d 11:111c1~~1 it to St,;tri311, 
wiio in~t:tntIy rt~taog~~izetl 35 ofit tile fi~:tlirt~n.c,rli a 

je\vel \\-liicl~ Ile 11ad oftell see11 K U ~ I I1)y 'Sil,z:1!1 OII her 

1~150111. This ii~die:tte~l t1i:it slie li:~cl pr~l):il)iy bw11 
:it tllis very fi~uirtnin, a~ici tlint t11c.y \vtrt! o1i lier 
tr;tck. S C ' : I ~ C Q ~ ~ ~ I I ~the valley c:trefriI ly, tl~t'y fo1111d 
tllnt there \\-as but one war, to :ill np\lenr:incae.i, 1 ) ~

A .  


w l ~ i c l ~one corlld a l ter  or It.:~vei t ,  :rlld t1i:tt n.ns the  I 
\$:I? by n l ~ i c h  tlie!. tl~e~ri-el\.v-11nd tllterctl. But tile 

scout- reportetl tllnt tlir n~ai(lc~l,  \\ere ~ I Itlic cq'p0~ite 
clirectio~~from this entralice, and tliere 111~-t Le a 

to reach tl~eun. 
Again t l~cy  senrclied the r a l l e ~ ,but a l \ \ : i ~ ~with 
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the same result-tl~e rock ~valls of the valley came 
togetller bellesrll liigli asd  i111~)aisable cliff,, and tile 
stream of water from the foant:liu 1\35 lujt ill a cleft 
of rock. Tiley sat tlo\r 11 up011 the e~tl.f?nIe poillt 
of paable  rocl<, j u ~ t1~11el'e tile \\.fitel. flu1red ill, to 
deliberate a> to the next step to be t:lliell. tllt'v 
sat tal];ed. of the -Ilirlinnitej noticed n birri, 

sucll as he 11ad .eel1 in tlie v:iiley on the o t l~er  sitle of 
the mouut:tin, fly out of t l ~ c  cleft of tile roc.1;. over 
tile current of the ~trealll. Fro111 nhcnce did it come? 
Suddenly the tllougl~t flaylled illto hi, ~ni l ld :  " T l ~ e  
may to t l ~ e  becret c,ivrlll i - 11idtlt.n 1)y tlre -trt.:lulr." 

Wit11 tlie entliu5in-ln of a tii-coverer 11c toicl the 
otl~ers of hi3 thougl~t-, and q~licl,lp fullo\\ i l l g  1ii111, 

they entered tile stream, :iud I\ lt11 torcI~c>, l iS l~t i l~g 111) 
tile rray, neut boldly into t l ~ e  nnrron., darli, :111d 
dangerous cleft of tllv r,cl,. 

I t  soon becai~le frig!itfull!- glocrniy, I ~ n tt l ~ e  quiet 
current of tile stream intiicated n el i~outl~ Lecl, n11e1 the 
pure atll~ospllere tuld tl1e111 of a continuous +pace 

betaeeu the nnrer ancl t l ~ e  o v e r r e n c t l ~ i ~ ~ ~  Soonroc.l<s. 
a glimmer of light appenretl before t l~em, the way 
became ~ i d e r ,  the roclis opened above them, they .saw 
the ~ollilerfiil valley appear. Jvith (II:\. of joy, tile 

nlaidell5 spranc to\\ 3rd tlle~n ; and, :I. Tirznll 1 ~ 3 s  
tel'derl~ folded to Licarirli's he;lrt, l<etur;lIl, la,rSllillg 
and cr!.i:l% n7itb joy, found l ~ e r - ~ l fill tile luvillg 







SHAFRE ESCAPES FRO\[ TTTF. IiTSFS. P 

c e ~ ~ t r ~ r i e swere tf i l ige~~tlywor1;eci for enteraltla and 
torquoi.ses. As Sllafre went to tlte qna r r i e  f r o m  llis 
Ion. stone Ilr~t,n-Itere Ile foltnd sllelter ~ ~ i t l lnls~ly 
otlters c l u r i ~ ~ gthe storm seaeon, Ite noticcd lually 
in.~e~,iptionjerected in pron~inrntplace; I)!. various 
snpwi~~tent le~l tsof tlte ntinc;, ~\-llo.$evanity a; ell 
n5  nttni ~ ~ t n e n t swere t l ~ n sco~ilmenlorate~l.Olie of 
tl)(>ims:~i(l: 

';1f yotir f:ices fail, the godcless H a t l ~ o rwill zive 
yori ltcr :irms to :lid yo11 in  the worli. 13i,lloltl rue, 
how I tarried there after I 11nd left Egypt ; 111. face 

s\rcnted, my bloocl grew hot. I orclcrctl the  T T O ~ ~ C -

nten n.ol*l;ing dni1~-,altd said unto them : There is 
still tnrquoise in the mine, and the vein xi11 be found 
in  time. And it n-as so ; the veil] was founcl at last, 
and tlte mine yieldecl ell. TVhcn I came to tllis 

! 1311(1, aided by tlte 1;ing's genii, I begail to labor 
strennously. The troops cxne and entirely occupied 

! it, so that none eecaped tl~erefrom. RIy face g e m  not 
254 



a yet lliore Ly 1 1 1 ~>rarcii. 1 dirt riot miss a 

tl.t.lt a;. 1luni:~n I J V ~ I I ~ ; .  Tile tvln11le ~ i '  I I : t t l i ~ r ,  
n-llicil so ni11(.1i rc\-erc.llc.e i l l  5i11:ii;I\.:\. t he  
shriIle of' the master.<, ~yliost. r e l i i . io~~ (lit1 I I I I ~  

them to be tp11tlt.r to\\ art1 1111111:\11ity, I ~ n tto p ~ : \ yi; r l '  

success in tlleir sc:lrc11 :lftvr tlle l)!,t~bio\~.> ! I J I ~ V L .  

Hnthor T y n  snlil,i ),.,>tl ti, be tile tlt,iry 11\1i(li11: ~)o--(,--

sion of tile I!-caltl~ u f  tile nli~iee ; :ill11 i t  \\-:I- j11.t :IS 

necessary f~ t rgift; to I)e -rl.c.\ved 011 tlr:~t :111:lr to  \ \ . i l l  

succes, as it IY:E I(.) 11nve 11ieii \\-it11 - t ro~ l?  :ir111- : I I I ~ ~  

well-made brt)nze tlool.. So, \\-it11 n n-Iiip ill orle 11:11111 
to drive tile n.orii!llt,~i. :ill11 :I gift i l l  t 11e cir11t.r 11:111(1 
to propiti:~te the tl~,ity, t l ~ c  uver:cer \vellt f;,rlll to 

his daily eenrcll. 
S1lafi.e'~ life bccnme more n.rt.tctl~e(l every tlny. 

His srrellgtl~ was s101vIy s l i l~ l ) ins  :Irr:l!-, nlicl the  I0.55 

of his friend lraci renioyc,tl tllc l,uln.n~,liuf 1li.c I I O ~ I ~  
an(] joy. But he toilccl tllntUII ,  1 \ 1 l o \ ~ i 1 1 ~  tile Ic:~st 
kilore t o  do 11i.s norl i  n-o,lltl bring ~ l p r , ~ ~  Ili.5 n]rc.:ltly 
blistered shoiil(1en tile stillriils 1 : ~ ~ / 1 .  J I id  bud!- \v;13 

his slcin liardelled and d:irhelled 1,y exposure, 

Picturesque Palestine, p. "3, rol. 4. 
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his dreams he sa\y Tirz:1h. Sleep \\-as sweet to llim 

because of llij vi$ion,5. T1le11 he lived his old life of 
pr05perity, l lnl)j)/l~e,+~, E v e n  lrir :LII(I l o r e  over q a i i i .  

stiffclled C\l i l le~lli111I)s, a11~1 his llunger and nalied- 

ncs,5cOrli(l not, tlel,rivc Ilim of' this ~ U X U ~ Jalld 111~llt:ll 
stilll,l~allt. rJile I , lac~i l~g a i r  of  n ~ o n ~ ~ t n i l ~ s  I1the  \\.as 

exilil:Lrntillg,:inti as ilope revived his ROII~ , ,  !Iir l  it 
Ilelpetl to l)lal;e llirll .itrollg n p : ~ i ~ ~ ,  1.arltl to arou-e tile 

so ll,llg doruln~lt,  r i ~ ~ i i l ,  !,utterly r~nl)erceired 
br tile crll:lri~.~, their captive I\:\- gro\vi~lq illto the 
fuIluezs of hi= old ninnlloocl ng1i11. \Yit l~ every sen-e 
:~lert, 11e 1va.i ~ ~ n t c l ~ i ~ l g  :1 for way of e+r:lpe from t!le 
teri-ibie thr:~l<loln to wliic-11 he 21:i(1 becn coll11e11111ed. 

\Yi~e~ithe c11arco:il .<11pp1y for the  fr1rnac.e~ 1)eg:ln 
to shortell, tlie -41n:ilekite chiefs were s c ~ ~ t  tofor  
repie~~islitlie store.?. Tlie -I~unlel;ites w r e  foncl of 
E g ~ p t i a n gold, aild they f~.oqr~t .ntI~-came into the  
great camp to b a r q ~ i ~ l  C ~ ~ ~ I ~ I O I I Jwit11 ~ ~ I I C I I  ail(] i':trt!- 
flllnea. for these covetecl rc\r:u.cl;. It \vnj one of 

these gr (~ops  thnt \vent a1)out the I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I " c ~ I I ~ I )for 
several (19~5,  if to I ~ I I O \ Yt l i ~  \vllole l)~.i,c:c~i of filltl- 

r 1il% the preciou* geni.. I 1 1 ~ i rc l~ i l , l i - l~c ~ l l . i ( , ~ i t ~  
astonisllme~lt at tire sr~cce-s of tile E':lrTl,riallinr~lrl.cyl 
'lie mirth all(1 la~ipliter of tile g t l : ~ r , ~ i  ; tliit S I I ~ ~ I ~ I ~ I ~  

S1'rfre was startleil, for  one of rllc~lr. c l : ~ t ~ , ) r a t ~ ] y  
clot'led as a cliief, 1 ~ ~ ) t i e ~ l  i l l  I l i i  eye;, :IIII] ill 3. ]olv 

'(H e l p  is :it lianrl." fj]ltlfre went on 



I<enl;enes in  di ,~gr~i-e .  As the t.!.e> oi' tile guxd  
turned townrtl the  toiler, lie -ec~iletl tu be ~~iori:-:upid 
t11:lli c\-er, for  11e llntl 1c:11,11ed \vi.-clol~~ t1lrc,u2il his 
s11fikri11il.i. 

L i . > t t t ~ i ~ ~ ~  uf ilet o  the  c o ~ i v ~ r . : : ~ t i o ~ ~ s  t11c g l ~ ; , r ~ i ~ ~  
Ie:lriit.(l t11;~t :ill 1<:;?1)t \\-a3 i ~ i:I .t:itcl 01' ( ~ ~ ! I ; ! I I I o ~ ~ o ~ I ,  

'lJie 1,-raelite.5 liacl ri.:e~i in  r e i ~ ~ l l i ~ . ) ~ l  l~i~;ir:loi~,:1::1i11-t 

: L I ! ~  \vo~icleri'i~ls i g i ~ s~ c r eli:i\)pc~~i~lil..-1)1,c:itii11:- ttwor 
r 7t l irougl~oiit  tile Inlid. l l i cn  c.:iIrle tile lit.\\-- of the 

ellliSr:ltion ui' tile 1-rnelite;, t ? ~ : ~ t l i  clflicerstile of t i t i !  

of tile l;illg nlld or' tiic :ii.iii!. the c le>t~ . i~c~t i t~ l~  i11 the 

:e:i; :111tl this t11v r t . p o ~ ~  \\-:IS fijllo\vetl 1))- tj1;1t the 

e I i  r  e  c  i t t i t . I Tile 
yisil:t~ice of' t11e g,~:~ri i ,  jv:lj :111tl ti](:~ c ~ I c ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1 1 .  

el1d~::1\-ol.i~clto 1:e1.~ ;ill tllc-c, rc.porta i'rrr:li tile tui1el.s. 

Ihi t  SIi:lfreJ c:itt*lii~~g \\CIS :hieIIOIV :11it1 t11<,1i :i ~ v o r ~ l .  

to  follo\v t l ~ e  i~~t 'o r ln :~ t io~i  receive11 clllire c3Io-el!., t 1 1 e ~  
:111cl liii joy inc:re:~.ed in prol,ol.tioll; t;)r i l l  comlll:~ i ~ e  

of' t11e 1:r:ielitcs lie 11o~~ct1-1111le.~~ J1ulllJtlie y~~:lrtlq 
Iiill tile pri.+oners-to filicl I ~ i s  l i h r t y ,  n l ~ d  :it tile ,-ame 
tiiiir l i i i  beloved. H o p e  llorr fiile(i 1 1 i - SO[I]. He 
:vonJered tlint he did ~ i o t  jlcnr fronl I<cl~l;elie; 3 6 ' 4  

but lie I<ne\v tlint tile filrllacej were :ll)[11111311tl!' Sup 
plied with  coal, aud tliat tilere \vas 110 furtiler uccslun 
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. r
for the Alualeliites to visit tlle illit~es : I~ : I I I I .  I'o h~1r.e 
entered otllcr\rise \~o11ltl II:I\-e beell in~po.+-_sible, f i x  t h e  

nulllber of guards dortblecl ; :ill tile soltliers Kere 
I

into extra tlniniilg; a l~i i ,  ivi t l~ tile true E2ypti:ru I 

courage, tiley prel):lred to re;i.-t \vl~:~tcver  :itt:\ck~ 

nligllt be upun their init~es. Scu1it.5 \\ere seut  
out, to returll a~lcl report nt siatetl t i n ~ e ,  :111d iit113-

leliiteB xere em!,loyetl tu \vatell 1l1c ])l3rlgI'e55 01' the 110-t 

of laael. The  Egvptiaus :~l-;o u~ccl t i ~ e i r  il~flilen:e to  
excite tliscol~te~lt at the inv:i- a111011; the ;i~~lalejiitt:,s 
sion of their terricury g w a t  a 1)utl~-ui' pcu-
ple. T11u.5 tilt!- t l ~ e i rI~opccit o  111aI;e tile (It'-crt I'OVCI.~ 
allies in tunling rile I,>rnt~litc,5 b;icli to Lollc1:lt.e. Sucl-
denly, liunevar, tile esciremei~t >l~l,,-itictl. :III(\ tile extra. 
guards rrere g iwn a relt.:i-t. i'roin ncrive tluty. T11e 
Israelites I~nrl p:l.+cd tile ro:iti- lc:it\ii~: to tile ~ l ~ i ~ l e a ,  
a l ~ dnere goit~g illto t l ~ c  lo\vel- roatl; of the ~ ) c ~ ~ i ~ ~ , > r l l : i .  
This \roulcl eiinl~le t11el11 tu :ii.oid :ill it1tcriilrc11~eor 

cullflict wit11 t l ~ e  soldier-. 1:ut 11:1(1&-Silnf're, \ ~ l ~ o  

served with satisfaction the actil-ity of llle .so],]ier,5, 


it seemed to lwouLi-~ tilt: o p p ~~ r t , i i ~ i t yof  

no\r felt au equ:illy great revul,.ion of feeling


" the c~~'%lcnce the soltiiers tIi-l,I:lTetl ; t;,r, $0 fLIr3s 


' I i i . ~  s e r e  ~ o l ~ u n i e d ,all  i]lllii'Pr \r;13 p:lil. TIIe 

guards continued their strict I\-:itcli over the slnrp;. 
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work his w:iy tl~rorrgh the moalltuill.?, nn(l joill tile 
nlised n~ult i tude t11:it follo\vecl tile fi,rtuncs of Is-
rael. As the excitenieut nntoilg the Eyyl,ti3ns de- 

the more fi~lly aroosed. T l ~ e i r  chief-, go:tded on 

the Eg~p t ino? ,  \\-ere becoming very active. 11) tile 

~vadies $out11 of tlie mine.?, fi'uni tlie c11arc:v;tl becis, 
and out of :ill their ~):lstures, the you~lg  a11t1 01(1 were 
bu-y ~ ) r q ~ ' : i r i t l ~for \v:lr, a11d ~ Y I I C I I  trlltip!~ed Iinnied 
to\\-:~rd the $outll. Tilc fln.4ling of llnte gle:tillctl in 

every cye ; tile .sou~ld of eves!- voice seen~cci 1llrifRec1 in 
Ingr;  the .-terllest ~ ~ ~ u l e c l i c t i o ~ ~ .  were ~~ttc.rc,l--foi-the 

\vo~.cl had spre:td an1011g tlleltl t11;it the 1:r:icIites 
~vcrefi~rcingt 11t)ir \v:iy tu\v:lrd Feir:111, t i~r i r  ;~:~rxiise 
of 11:llrtls:111cf f'ou~~t:iillr. They clctcr~riilii~~l to dr.+troq. 
tlle il~v:l<lillg 110.5t by c ~ ~ t t i l l g  tllelli off i'rotn the foun-
tain.~. I t  ~voultl 1,e inlpo.sil)lc for nlt.11 n11cl :uii~nnls to 

rive if they coultl obtain no wntcr i n  t l l e  (le,+crt. Tile 

f i~~lnta ins:ill a lu l~gthe tnarcI~ froln the .c:1 to Horeb 
\yere nlread!- in pos.ae+.;ion of the ,~tnnlel;irc~, :111d tllep 
cot~ltf I101tl these b~ pr~tt ing ncltlitional e ~ ~ n l * r l ~  :lbo[lt 
tllelii, and thus illsure tile dostr11cti011 of t l ~ e  host eve11 
before they came to the entmnce of Fvirttu. 

Then cnlne the news of the s~a r rn i l lg  march of tile 
great host, erowtiing along in the clioii:est i-alie!q 
r u s l ~ i n ~upon tile be.5t fi,~iiitain~, ~ i t ha d  ~1uf '~d i~ :  
zeal re;iclling out toward Feirnn. 
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But tile \rere .guardetl, ancl the ]lour fur t h e  
destruction of Israel, :IS A~unlclc lind suppoaetl, llat1 

,,,, ~h~ cry of the suffering 11oi.t reaclled tile ears 
of tile ~l l lnlel i i te j ,  aaci they \yere gl:lcl ; but their 
nlirth ,vas soon eIlcle,l, ior God's l i a ~ l d  1)oilited J I o - e ~  
to tile rocl;, arid tl:e rock l)or~recl out 311 %l)~~~l(I : l l l t  
streail, of \r:lter for the tliir-tills 110-t. 

TIlus il:IMecl, rile Ainlnlrliites I;~le\r 11o c,tlrer c.orilmse 
save to battle f i , l - Ftrilxn ; :t11(1 fbr tliis \):~ttlt: every 
nlall of their triljes \\-:I. c:iiletl f'roll~ tllc fi)rests, tile 

mines, the v n l l t . ~ ~ .  tile the11 the ulid l):i>tures; a11d 
stPuggie began. Dur ing  t11:lt t h y  no \\-ori; \\-:IS car-
ried ou at tlle niints. Ti le  sc,ltliers \\-ere :~nsio[ls  to  
see the great colltcst, : L I I ~  I t r y  i t o  cotll-
nial~ding a vie\\- of t1:c cntrni~c~eto I-~ilx~lt l ~ e  E;!.p- 
tinns statioueil tlic111.5elvea to \vatcail tile 1,rogl.e.-s of 
the b:tttle. a~lcl \virile-. t i i t  nla-sncrc of  tile i~~v:~ t le r s .  
AS the day wore on, tile :~~:irds re~ii:iiiling a t  tile 

mines relaxed t!leir visilnllce. Str:llige rtl,ort.s cn!ile 
to  them fro111 tlic \r:ttcIieri uciv:inceof  the  o l ~ s i ~ l : ~ t e  
of the Israelites: ~ U C I  tile 11t.nrt.s of tile Li~l~alc-liites 

seemed to he failing tlicni. S11:tfre :lnd tile g:\ng to 

which he was cllninrtl \\-ere .-llrlt in a atolle ilat, nlld 
there,harred ant1 h-tc.tictI, \rere left f b r  :r \vliile by tile 
guards, ruslletl to the n~ouuta iu  top to see tile 
cO"rse of tile 1):tttir. Sow llope ljeanlcd tile n1ol.e 
br igl l t l~ Llpoll Sllafre. B e  , : llolle of l l Ie  
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others knew, the significance of this conflict, and lVith 

rapid tl~ougllt decitled that the time 1l:ld come fur him 
to attemllt to repi11 his 1il)erty. 11;s prc~~nmtiolls 
11ad 1o11g been made. Wit11 a stroke of :I storie he 
brulie the allnost severetl c11:lin tl~tlt Lou~ld 11is ankle 
to that of aliotl~er toiler. K i t 1 1  a tle-per:lte eflort, 
puttilig fort11 sr~cll stre11~t11 Iliaas I IO  O I I ~. .~up l i~~ed  
to posse-s, 11e 111o1.t~l a piece of the tI~:ltcl~etl ~vofof 

the hut, aild to of  i1i.5 co l~~ l in~ i i~ l l~the : ~ i t o ~ ~ i . . l ~ ~ ~ l t ~ ~ ~ t  
bntfe t11eni f:ire\vc.ll, c1i11iljt.d out ui' 111e 11oIe i ~ itile 

roof tl1:it he 11:ttl niutit., Ic:ll)etl to tile qiP].~1~111,1, :,lid at 

ol~cc left the valley I): tlle lc:iFt-gr~:lr(jcd 1,o:itI. 

But in tho-e n ~ o u n t a i ~ ~ s  ol~ltl sooil ben $ts:ilig_.t.r,\\ 
be~vildel-ctl, alld Yi~:~fre, \ \ - I I ~ I I  tilice o ~ l t  oi' -igiit of tile 

peaks l i ~ i o \ ~ ~ ~to l1i111 in tile valiry, l)~:i!.(~rii~il!- p u t  
11is trust in tile watcI~c:tre of n 11i~I1elIlo\vel. to lead 

a t .  AS 1ui1g as tlie tisy 1:1.teci? ant1 t l i e ~ iby 
t l ~ e  p i t i o n  of the star.;, 11e tlireatletl I~isTI.:I!- thru~lgh 
mvinrs: along cliffs n1it1 around gignlitic- crag;. tonnrd 
tlie pI:~ce wilere 11e supl~o-etf the I$r:ic,Iitc- n ~ i ~ l l t  be 
found. -4s t l ~ e  hours of the lligIlt p:l-,zed fin:^?, he 
heard the tranlping of men a11J Len-ts; n~icl. liidillg 
11inl.seIf anlong t l ~ e  roclie, s:lw in ~viltl flirr1lt the  5lfl'-

~ i v o r sof the Anialeliites as they Ilurrieti tonard 
seclutled wndies of tlle 11ortl1. IIe 11e;lrtl thcir ~vailil1gs 
over tile slain, their nlnleclictions upon their enenlies1 
their ex11ort:itions to one anotller to ]la:-ten tlleir fligllt, 

http:f:ire\vc.ll


t i le  ~ l ~ l ~ J , ~ l l l ~  1~~ 111.2 1111:[ I ) ?  ,..-e..-it I \  Jtita11 : l ~ t ~ : i l t , i < i t e s  

lI:,(] c i r O l j l ~ e ( ~  T I ] !  tli;111. li,: I ~ I ~ I I C I ~  11tc \ \ - : iyi t 1 1 0  
. . 

a](lllg lT-]l ic]l  ~ ! I I . ) - I I : I I I  ( ~ 0 1 1 1 ~ ~ .  \ \  i i i l  IIO]K!:111(1 ~ ' ~ 1 ~ ~ 1 ' f ' i 1 ~  
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di>coverecl that it nas  tlie reiilgee \\ 11on1 thty \\ere 

to\\nrtL 11i1li  to mile l l i ~ i lby force. 
But  \ \ o r ~ ~ l e r i i ~ ln a s  [lie c11:lli~e tlicy Lcl~cltl:fiIr 

]lot olily \ \ < I ,  I I ~clo~lied ill t1c\v ~:1r11ic11t.':1t,11 : L * I I ~ ~ , I  
n it11 good s t r u ~ ~ g  \I t:lp011-, i ~ u t  Ile :\I-o I ~ ~ : I I I I ~ ~ . : L ~ ~2 

noble, defia~it sl)irit, a n d  t l~rcntt l~telt l i c ~ l l  \ i l r l ~  tile 
wespollj 11e br.~ucli-i~etl. \Titti -11 ~ u t -of 1~11;11tt)r:it 
his :iucluc.it>-, tllty prc--ell up1111 l i i l r i  nirll t11c -1,iii ~ t '  
trained cu1dier.i; but Ile re-i-till \vi t l l  t l ~ e- i r ~ ' ~ ~ ~ t l i  
of nen Iy-ol)t:~ilircl freeiloni, and for a \: 111 c tli~!- were 
utterly unnl~le to niril.t:llltl tlle f ~ i r y  (11 hi- -1101,ej. 

H e  nouncltd then], nlld tile11 tlicy :ittt 1111):'tlLO t:~i,e 
his life. F ie~~cc lytlie coml):it r:iScd. : i1~1 I I O  cille cLln 
tell \\hat the i-,-ne mould have been if tilcrc 11,1i1 ]lot 
just at  that time collie upon t l ~ c l i i:l l)~,~l!.of I-r:ielite-, 
who were pur-uing .onle Aceinr _I~ll,il<I,ite;. Seeills 
the arlnor of Egy1)tiati -oltlier- tile? r11-11td 111)011 t l~em.  

and ~ronlt t  llizve roo11 de-l):itcl~ttl t l l c ~ i ~  h,irl lotif t21~~y 
talien refuge in flight. Shafre l,roitrnttd hitn-elf 
the feet of' the Israelites, nticl bcrced to be t:iliell to 

the camp of Israel. They receiveel 11ilu witii c0rJi:ll 
good-feeling, and after travel it^^ a few liours arrived 

' 
at the vale of I'elran. 
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AJIAL'S PURPOSES O F  REVESGE.  

THE 1;rnelites xvere j r~ l ) i ln~ l t  bcc:lose of the won-
de~.fill delivt:~.:t~~ce t11:tt God 11:itl yive11 t l l r ~ ~ n .  

Wirh  success ca:irue tlle spirit  of \rnr, n~rt l  it - t~rur . t l  
pro\,nl~le thnt tire!. \\-orrl(I +eon I)e t~. : i~l .s t ; ) l .~~~e(l  illto 

bmve soltliers. A \ ~ ~ ~ : ~ l e l ;  tcr~, i i , lyl)~: :~tc~~,11:1tl bt'c11 so 

that tile fen- st~rvivor.. \vho 11:111 tiot ?t,lle \\-it11 tlre 

host toi~nrcl tile north rr.~iinir~edco~~cealct li l l  tlleir 
dens anlong tilr rot.1;-. 

As S1r:lfrc. \~nl l ic t l  nlor!g with tll t  T~rnc,litcs, 11e 

heard from tlic.ln t l ~ c  ncci1111lt of tltc int t lc ,  : I I I ( I  t l ~ e  
riln1111erin n-lric.11 t l l ~  11:111!1 of' the  1101.11 I1:111 o\.er-
thron-11 the power of' tlleil. t~lelllie;. I I t  :11-o li-t1>11ct1 

to the itl)l'>-of tilt. ~01111: fricntl of 110-r.5. the  yo \~ t l i -  
fill Srari:il~. ~ v l ~ o ,  tof;,r ynll:i~rtry nntl tlc.vc,tio~~ llis 

religion, n-:I$ not csrc.llec1 1 ) ~ -a n y  in tlre Ilo.st. 'rlre 
story of hi; l)rill ia~it eo~~to- t ;  ~vit11 tlltl .-2111:rlel;ites, 
hurried 011 3, 11e n-ns I)r I ~ i sreligion, hid fitlelity to 

Ismel, anct Itis drisirr for rc:vcrlee I,ecnnse of tile loss 

of his l)eloveil, mere all toltl in .so gf:rplric :t r~iatirier, 

that Shnfre seemet1 to  see the events p:lssitig Iwfore his 
eyes. But when the  story of t h e  capture of Searin11's 

2fG 

I fl 
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beloved n-as tol(1,nllcl 11erIlnlne \T:IS mel~tioliecl.Sllnfre 
\r.:~s filled \ r i t l ~tile n~os t  1):1illf111 e111oti011. \Y:Is it 
Iris beloved? ]>it1 she i l~dced love the \)1'ilIi31lt 

I-raclite? W:IS s l ~ c  s1):trecl by ller c:ll,tors'l ('on](] 

she Lc recovered :' Irere q r ~ e - t i o ~ ~ s  llurriedi!.tlrac 

tile 1w:li-e. of' t l~e i r11vro. lie nslietl t11ell1 to 1ta:lcl 11im 
illlo the 1jresellc.e of tllcir c:~ptain\ V ~ I ~ I I  rt.:~elie~itile? 

I I . A t  1e11~tlltiley C:IIIIC to the C I I ~ I . : I I I C Oof 

Yeisall, grl:~~~tletl  I)l.:r\c I-r:~t.l-Ilow Ily Irrll1tl1,c.d-of' rlrc: 
it?., 1v11o \ ~ c l , eI V : I : , ~ I I ~ I I I  tir:~t I I O  tile .-11o111<1~1tt:l~Ii 

tlierl~. F r c ~ ~ ~ ~  :I< fir :I.< tile ~ , V V  tao111dt11c ~ I I ~ ~ : I I I ~ I ~ .  

WC. tI1e v:rIe ])l~,~..k~llt(~cl t , t 8  :I :l,~:;t fk-t l l c .  : l~ ) ]~~~: l r : l I l (~c~  

tiv~11ill tlic! ln i~I . - t  of :III ~ : I I , I I ~ L I ~ ,~ I I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ I I - e~ I I1vlr i t~11:1i1 

ante aI)1,11t tlrt'ti~. 111 t11e centre of' t 1 1 ~v:illvy \VL~S 

the tfllt of >Ie)-,~.:. -urror~iitletI 1 ) ~ - tlio t t 2 1 1 t . ~of tile 

eltlc~,.<of' I - I~ : I~ . I ,  the  tents of tile ~ ~ I I I I I I : I I I I ~ C ~ . ' Snliel t l l c , ~ ~  

1 - I Ec ,yo~~t l  wcre the  t ~ l ~ t -I . I I I ~ ~ S C  of tlic pel)-
pic. ncc~ortlil~g 111c:ir t r i l c ~ .fhmiiie.<,n11t1 I I O I I - ~ ~ I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,t ~ )  

nlrtl 11eyo1111tile.(,, tc>~r:~r,lt h e  gates of  tile \-die:, 
\\.ere t l ~ etents of tlie .oltlit>r.; y r i n r c l i l ~ ~  tl~t!IIO-t. 

Inrly :~ttrnctcxl to oile pl:ice, ill tile~ r l ~ i r l ~spirit of 
festivity seenied to co~lce~ltrate .T11cl.e :t Inrgt: 1111111-

bcr of we11 n~l t l  \vonic?11, clotl~ecli l l  their p p c . ~ t:Ittire, , 

\!--ere dancing to the accompanilllent of m:i~ip nin.:ic31 
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instruments. ~ l t e n ~ a t e l y  t l ~ ethe maidens sang nud 
U?,ll shoutetl in  c]loru,5, :IS tlrcir increa.sed.l i l e r r i ~ l i e ~ ~ t  

F~~~~~tile enrne.tne.<s of their sl)ort> it \vns evitltnt 

tllat tiley nerc  celebr:~tir~g scrnlc vc2l.yI I :LI) ! )~O C C ~ S ~ ~ I I .  

In tile nlidst of' tll(t g r ~ 1 1 1 )  ~ t o ~ t l  ~ I L .\\.Iio \\-asJO-~III:I, 
the lendtr of tire liu-t in tire battle. h r ~ t  IIU\\.  ill the  

jl3bit uf' pe:\ce. E y  11i- >id(! ~ t o e ~ d  \vi  t11 11:il)-~ e : ~ l ~ i : ~ h ,  
pilles,s L e n n l i l l ~  ill  every lilie t I i '  11i5 corllitelln1lct', l ~ i s  

glance fi)ilc,n.ilr~ the Iiiovelilcllta of olrc of  the 111:1i(l-

1 , 1 I I I I . e r e  1 1 c i 1 1 .  .!is the 

snnrtl.5 \~lli~!)erctl  Se:iri:tI~'s Ilnule to S11:i fi.c~, 11c ?:lzetl 

in :t(1111ir,1tio1i L I ~ O I Il1i5 st:i11~:11.t fir:i1111~, ~ioi)lc,: I I I ~ ~  

esl)res.ive c o ~ ~ ~ i t c ~ ~ : ~ l i c ~ e  t11c: tlircction ; the11 f o l l o \ ~ i ~ t g  

of Se:~riair'- g:izt>, lie too -:I\\. tile I I I : I ~ I ~ C I I ~ ,I ~ o ~ r c ~ r c ~ l  

Gut his 11e:it.t t11rol1i)cd vict lc~~tly as Ire ~)c~rrcivcd tll:lt 

it is his I I \ Y I I  11ta:lrt'. <lc:.-i~,e, tlie l~c:iritit'r~l 'Iirz:il~. 

She n.nG very I)c:~ur i fill ; n~rcl lo\\-. :I. 11c 11rcr1;etl 111)011 

her, Iir rcnlizcti r1t:it sile \Y:I.< more I)e:~r~tir'r~l t11:i11 ever 

his (Ireanis 11:1tl ~iic~tr~rcci t l ~ c  f~iirc-t inI ~ e r .  Slie \\-:I-

all tlie tlirong. and the espcci:~l rcc*il)it.~it of t l ~ c  loving 

~~~~~~~~~~~s of tile IIIO-t t l i .~ r i~~~ni . l re ! l  tile Ilo,<t ofi l l  

Israel. F u r  n nb i lc  Sli:~il.c t.:~zctl i l l  tire r:iI)trlre of 


Olle \~-llo llnti f ; ) ~ ~ ~ l t l  f i , r;
tl1(1 O I ! ~ I . C ~  I I C  11:ld s ( ~ : ~ I . c I I c Y ~  

tllell) a.3 1 1 ~ag:1i11 l~~I1e111 to\y:~l.tI I ~ e r ,  
Se:~ri:ili's yI:i~~c*e 


the retarn she g:lrc. so full of love, tleli21~t, a11c1 

repose, sni(1 to 11illl.eli': 
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turned and looliecl into her  fice. A s  she  saw the 
eager gaze of his expre-sive C O I I I I ~ ~ I I : I ~ C P ,so unex-
pectedly, s\le d ren  I~acl i  n $t'il), uttera'i a screaln of  
sllrPri.C an(] a1ar111. :lntl fell anco~i-cioas into the nrrlls 

mni( le~l  by 1 1 ~ r  side. 11)311 ill-t:lnt nil wni con-

fll.io~l. ,To-lir~n :tt ollce ordpred Sliafre illto nrre-t, 

a~itl  Ir:~tl 11i1n ~o11(111ct~tI 11111ril)trof  t l ~ e  !-oong 1)y :I 

lueu illto :1 tent ncnr 3t 11:111(1,to 1 ) ~ 'c'i:llili~~edRS t o  
t 

I I I t  I I\ I I n  a T ~ ~ L , I I I. f i b \ \ - Ii:1(1nlo~rlcir t~ 
recu\.el.etl. alrtl cal l i l~g to lier -itle t11e vcnc r.11)lc ;\Ilri:lln, 
relateti to Iit.1. the .tory of K e ~ ~ l i e ~ r e -  nntl Sli,tfre. 

\\-lien d l f 2  so crlticienly -:IW the  engor g:lzc of 
eyes into her on 11, it -ccmtbd to ht'r a. if nil the  - r ~ p -  
pre-sctl love of ye:ir- of  nb-twcc : I I I ( ~  -utYeril~g n e r e  

and he, n i rhor~ t  n t l1~11g11tof je:llon-y, f't~ily trrl+ting 
in 11rr love for  I~ini-elf, v e n t  to  J o - ~ ~ I I ~ ,  !1''told 11in1 the 

11i.tory of Sliafre, nut] togetlier they nerlt  to  the  tent, 
renlovecl tile cords ikom I i i - lin~l);, took hi- h:lnd 33 a 
brother, and led hinl into Tirz:i1r7s preGence. 

Q'itl~ sympntl~etic, i i-tmly nfft ction a ~ ~ d  tleligl~t,she 
received Irim. and, wlrilc tlic!. nII snt I)efore l ~ i m ,  hati 
him tell t l l en~  the storv o f  11is cngtivitr n1tc1 e-c~l je .  

II 
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moll's governnnelit was iincre:ised by this vivitl riarra- 

tion, 311d tlicy all  sougllt to sllow their :;>l~lp:itIty for 

S11;lfi.e 1)~-rile l<iudness \vllic11 they I I ~ \ \ .  .-llc,\vt.red 

ui)o11 Ilinl. T h e  narration ilrotlucetl gre:tt tlistre..~ in 

'l'i~~z:~Ii's11e:irt) fbr $11~I i l l ~ \ \ .tile 1)rilu:iry c~111.e of :ill 

tilis s u f f e r i ~ i ~ ,  -1le could reiu:ircl ililu f;,r it.:lnd not 

She, to  \vllo111 lie loulietl f11r the  1110-t. \\.:is u~l:i!~!t: to 

c ive ; for  :ill was givt.11 to :iilotlncr. S h e  ( Y I I I I I I  o111y 

give a si..ter';j love, ant1 this -11e \\.:is sla(l to l)t.sr~)\v. 

IYilile t l l e j  were .-till t:\iIii11~: :I groi11) :~lq)t,o:i(*lie(l 

froni l)e!.ond, and,  to tile sur l~r i -e  ui' nil, n illli,le-

l o o l i i ~ ~ g  Jo:l~rla :111d 111a11,\vIicj 5eerncd to be line\\-11 I)? 
St>ari : i l~,fur tliey (lid t i ~ ~ t  ilitc3riLre \\-it11 11i5 :~ctiolls) 

q ~ i ~ n g  Sil:ifi.e, cl:i-pet1 ilil~n it1 :irlll;, and ton.ard I l i -

f i ,~ ld ly  1iis:e~I hi111 I I ~ U I I  I X J I I I  c1ic~ii.s. ,Sll;~fre 

loolietl illto tlle sti.:lllger's fire. 11e rctril*llcll tiir ~111-

1~r:ic.en. vigcirori,slv :i; it is giveil, :ilicl i i r  rite lnost 

tc~lcier t~,tlt.s ~lrrcrcd the 11:iltle: " I<C'II~<C.IIC'-"! 
r .l irznll 's \\-ele,nle to l<el l i ie l l~j\\.:I$ illtc.~t-ifie,lby 

Iier yr : i t i t~~t le  for 11i. efTurt.. to~vartis h r r  rescue. As 

tile rccullection uf Iier experience in tile cnverll enme 

to ller nlin(l, she  ~nostt c ~ ~ d c r l y  23 to  the coil- it1(~1lirct1 

(lition of  the  Anl:\IeI;ite lo Ilntl .-o 11ear I~  ..:lcrificed 

his o\vn life to  protect her  nncl her c~omp:llion. Au(1 

I i e t u r a h  ! \ ~ l l c r e  rvas she i n  this time of  rejoicing, 

~ v l ~ c n  smile of God was so Luuntifully restillg the  

upon t l ~ e t n', 
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Kcn];?lle. g:ire to Tirz:il~111c>--agc-of love f i w n ~the 

tnl1t  C ; I 1 ~ ~ ~ )of t11e l l i ~ l i : i ~ ~ i t e - .511~\YOIII,Isoo11 be 


J,.itjljlc1,, lI~,\ve\-er;l'c~r:i of ~ ~ i d i : ~ ~ ~ i t e s , 
1:irge 11111111)cr 

let] by t i l e  f:iti~(,r-i~i-l:i\v01' >Io-c.-, \ \ e re  cu111i11y to 

i)ril lK t(1 t l ~ elv;~tl(.r~ 1 'I?r:iel his \ \  ilb :i11(1cI~il,lrel~, jiI '311(1 \\.it11 tllt,l~l 11 0111d C ' O I I I ~  1<ct111.:1ll;11:1?:11.? :111(1 :1 

lrurul~el.of t11c.ir ! - O ~ I I I ~  co11111:1lliol1.~.1;11t I<CI I~~(J I IV,~  
(lid 110t >:I!- ; 11eavoi(It~1t11e -111)-11111rl1:11)011t A l ~ ~ ~ : i l  

ject before tlle ,lrilt.r-, :i11(10111y \\.hen :ilolle I\ irli 

Se:ui:~l~tii t1  11t.-:iy : 


'*B e \ ~ : ~ r c1 1 f  -i111:11 ! fi)r 11c]]:I< r\-ritte11: I ~ : I ~ I I - ~ 
y011r 

life tile cry of ljicj(~,l~ I , ~ I I Iiji5 flitl~cr'.. ; I , : I V ~ . "  

It rv:l: Sc:~ri: iI~' .-?\\11rd t11:1t 11:icI > 1 1 i l I ~ ( lt110 ] i f ; > -

bioo(1 or' t11e t :~ r i~ ( , r:111ti 111~eri!re11of  --!III:I~. :it 1 1 1 ~;:LI(,s 

of Feil.:~~].A\ ncl :i(.c.ortli~~gto tllvir Ian-, -\ I I I : I ~  K:IJ 

tile : I V C I I ~ W .  

The \ \ - ~ ) I I ( I ~ I . ~ I I I: I I ~ C ~ , - . ~ ( ~ ~: I I ~ C S I I ( ~ ~ I I ~I I I : ~ I , C ~ Ithe  of  

I ~ I P I I ~\\.:is lie\\- f i11(1 i11~ :11tl1o11gh,s:i~i.>f:ictio~l, I I ~ I Yc u ~ i -

tillgencies h:itl al,i..e~i ns tl!c 11c1stof I-r:iel lllovetl 

fur\vard. 'I'hc .:ucccss of the Eyyptinl~.; i11 : iror~-iug 

the Alnnieliite, a l ~ dnrr:~!-illg tllcln ngai11-t JIo.m, [
hod created n new feecli1ig :1111o11gthe l\Iitli:ir~ites 	 1; 

jl
I. 

I 



defeat of the An1:lleliites llnd s l ~ o ~ r n  tlint Godthem 
was indeed fighting for l ~ i s  people. ASoses \vas oue 
of their o1vn people. I-le llacl d\velt rrith tlicnl l o r ~ ~ e r  
t11a11 the lives of their st:tlwart you~ lg  nien. H e  had 
nlarried tile favorite darlgl~ter of h e i r  nlo-t ho~iorctl 
priest, ancl tile cliiltlren of' 110-es were t I ~ e  cl~iltlreu of 
31i(Ii:111. Tlley co~11(1 riot t11r11 :ig:lil~.?t I.+r:lel \ y i t I ~ o [ ~ t ,  

clen!-i~lg their o\\-11 lcin. JSoaes :tl.+o roprestntetl tlleir 
llntivllnl iden, 2nd in 11i; succc.-5 they co1i1<1 not f:,lil to 
rejoice ; tl~erefore, tlley rejecter1 the oferetl overtrrrcs 
of An~nleli, and prep:lrecl to selld all eml)n,+y to 3Ioaes 
to fi,rm an t11e1n ills closest nllinuce u n i t i ~ i ~  ljoli,la. 
Je t l~ro ,  their priest: Tyn.5 tile Ilentl of tlii:: enlLn.y,  wit11 
their cl~oicest scr11.i 311d d : t [ ~ ~ l ~ t e r s  I l i ~ i l .to : IC~:O! I I~ I :~ I I~  

,111131, still unnl)le to leave liis tent, llenrtl the ~rurds 
of t l ~ e  people aljout l~irn, n11tl s:lw I I O \ V  tiley \wre 
cleterminetl to reject his people. Sorrow filled hi? 1ie:tr.t; 
nlltl :is he 11e:lrcl t l ~ e  $tory of tile destruction of t l~e  
greater part of Amnlel; nlld tlle fliglit of tile otliers, tile 
L 

deep fonn tn i~~s  of his so111 \yere opened, nlld Ilc yearned 
to .see tlle power nlltl glory of Ili; people re.toret1. In 
the ~ l i ~ l i t  vi.-ions ; ant1 one I)v o ~ l c  tile se:lsolls lie enw 

aged priest of his trille, his fiarlicr, his motller, Keep- 
ing for her sl:lin sons. H i s  brotllers uutl Iiis tribvs~nen 
npl)enred before 11in1, mid cnlletl on l1i111to :lvellge 
them before tlle keeper of the 1)ooi;s' of ni l  livillg. 
These riiions cunrtnutly i~lfloeuced 11 i  nlilltl, ulltii 
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forlllet] a deterlliilied purpose for veugeance, and all  -
tIl:,r cnllle in his n-:iy shoul(1 be ruthlessly puslled 
a-iCje. H e  c ~ r e h l l y  n-3tclied tlie couuteuar~ees of his 
Jlitii:,llitc fi'it11d3to 1e:lrli n-l~ich one of' tile111 could 
Ipcuilie his co~lfi~l:i~it. Celn ~vas  liis blood-brotlier, 

IJei:i fiorii i~ltliucy lind loved autl 11ouored Jloses. 
S o ;  it i\-oultl be requiring too ~iiucli frorn l~ i tn  to 
bety:iy the pritle of tiieir tribe. I<enkene,5.! All ! lie 
\\-:is cl~tr:\~iceclwit11 l~iv love for 13ngar; and as slie 
ciii'ected, to n-or~itl lie go. Be.5itles, lie was in c;yn~-
p~t l iy  \yill~ tlie 1-raelites, allci had 1e:lrned to believe 
t l~orc iu~l~l- God. S o ;  he 1i:ld not a suffi-in their 
c i e l ~ tc1:tilil npoll I<e~~l;enes. Aud Keturali-the beau-
tii'ul ci~ilti of tile desert, the uneqnnletl one, wl~om he 
lorcti wit11 :ill 1!1e ardor of his soul-what of he r?  

1:rit :is tlie clays p a d  by, and lie saw 11er tender- 
ne+ ton-ax1 I:el:l, lli.. spirit of jenloi~sy \ras au-nliened 
aiitl (lark pn-sioli. s\rept tliroi1~11 llis soul, and lie 
begun to doui~t  \\-i~etlier his l~elovecl was f111l~-liis 
O\Yll. 

At l e ~ ~ ~ t l l  he had recuvered si~fficiently to leave his 
tt.llt, :iud \vas stl.ollg e11ollgl1 to go fort11 as a warrior 

n::iin tt) avellge liitu~elf up011 liis etlemies. Tlie 
m:iitlells of Iliclinn liacl well rep:iitl 11ill1 by their 
careful nur2illg, for clefer~diilg their si-tcr, all(\ they 
rejoiced in liis recovery as ill that of a dear ant1 hon- 
ored fricllcl. Keturah liact \ratchecl over liiln with 

S 



deep sulicitutie, an(], as he  11ad been recovering, l ~ a d  . 
esnil~iiiedthe 2tate of her heart t o ~ ~ a r ( llti111. Little 
by little i t  llntl furced itself upon her lt~iiltlthat lie 

was 11t1t: :111tl cutlld not be, the OIIQ to \vllu~neite could 
cv~~iii l i t11er~eif'f'ur life. 

He 11:itl str:lngelY :tltered since tile day \\-lien lie 
fir-t nl)l)cued in their cnnlp. Tile i~rliocellceof  llterry 

\-out11was gone. B;itrle.<, n ~ j s f u r t i ~ ~ ~ e , ~ .the :il,l)t:il. of 
hi.5 striciieu people: :lntl i ~ itrue A~llnlcl~iten:tture in 

~ ) r ~ c e s~ i '~ le~ t ' l op l l l (~ t~ til:lti ;ill tc~icleclto c l l : i ~ ~ ~ t .i~im, 

:it tile . - t ~ r yoi'Sll;ifi.e's love, :IS Iie111;encs toltl i t ,  :t11(1 
p~ ' ayu lfor ltis e.>c:1pdro111t l ~ emiiics. Slie f;,i;o~\.cd 

every -ttlp i l l  t11ecareer of N o e s  \\-it11I i t r~lt i ~ i i ~ l ~ t ;  I 

o r  1 i s  I : I 1 1 t Slte lovetl ~ ' ( ~ i i t ( ~ l ~ i i ~ l ~ -

tiun, allti drca~iiedof tile 611-eetness to be f;,rr:~tlin 
c u n i i n t t ~ ~ i o ~ ~\\-it11 i-piritunl L e i ~ i ~ s ;nilti tile rclr~gll, 

Ii 
\\-:irliiie spirit cleveloping in d ~ i i a lfriglltc.lic.d 11er. 

She fio~rud that :in hmnleliite ancl a ?tIitliailite \\-ere 

not of tile same stocl;, itlid could not 1i:irmoilizc.. 
An131 sougllt her presence. Togetl~erthey went 

oat i11 the slleep p:l-tr~res; they rat by tllc i ; ,~i~~t: l in 

bene:ith the l):il~ua\\ i lc~,efir-t t l~cymet. : i l l l  t l~t '~. t 'he 
nsI;cd 11er final :illsi\-cr. \!-as Itollest :ind hid 
nothing. I-Ie tol(1 her of tlte clestruction of I~ i speople 

aud his detcrlllinntioii to fol!u\v tlteul to tlicir Llew 
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home, where they ~ ~ o n l d  arouse tlie Canaanites and 
Hittites against tlie furtiler progress of the I-melites. 
H e  remindcd her of his duty as blood-avenger, aiid 
that tlie warrior Senrial1 slloultl be devoted to sacri- 
fice! and ltis blood spilled itpon tile grouncl to satisfy 
tIie spirits of liis slain Icindred. His 01~11life would 
be devoted to war, and as a true son of the desert lie 
\ ~ ~ u l dmake his polrer felt. B e t  liis lieart yearlied 
fc~r her. S i ~ e  \\.as tlie fi~irest of all the ciaug1itel.s of 

tile eartli ; slie alotie coulcl riialie his teut beautifirl ; 
at ller feet lay tlie spoils of t l ~ e  clinse atid lie ~ ~ o u l d  
the tropliies of his victories; she sliould rule tlie 
miglitiest of tlie daughters of ,iln:lleli. T l i u ~ ,  wit11 

. strong :lssurances. lie ]:lid Ilis heart a t  her feet. 
Ketar:ili renicnibered the first tla1.i of tlieir acqunint- 

ance, a 1 ~ 1  slie \\.as tenymd. Slie recallecl the contest 
betyeen A.2ninl and Bela and hon. her heart tlien 
lealied ; Gut s11e no\V thonglit Bela hat1 gro\r11 to be 
superior to ,Ininl. tliongli lieitller posessed ller heart. 
Slie tlioriglit of J I u s e ,  and lier niiiid tlecided. So; 
she could not turn from ller friend atid the frieiids 
of lier !.outit. 3luch as slie admired, even loved, 
A n d ,  ~rl ien pnt in tlie scale v i th  tlte otliers Ile did 
llot out :~ei~l i  tliein, alitl she cod(]  never 1)e h:~ppy if 
sel)wated in syni1):ltliy from all tlrat I T - ~ Sdear to tliem. 

Slle told Amal ,5lie coul~l not blame llim for deter- 
millillg to go ~vitli Ilis people, nor for carrying into 

~ ~ ~ . 
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execution his work as blood-ave~iger, but she could 
not go 11-it11 11iili ; autl raicl that \I lieu God ~uade  him 
an ,ilualeliite :111d lier a Jlidinnite he p1:icetl 311impas-
sable barrier bet\\ eeu tlierll; :ir~tl rion that loyalty to 

people clema~idecl tile c o n s e c ~ ~ t i o ~ ~  of Ili-: lib, they lllubt 

alld ull:tble to miove Iie~. puq)o;e, ;illla1 left hel., not 
to pield quietly to her deternii~iation, but to returu like 
a \vl~irln-i~id :ifter Ile llatl ave11ge~1 the Lluod uT llis 
people nncl c:lrry iler :~rr.:~y 3., tiis c:~ptive, a slave if . 

she resi-ted, hi- wife iislle co~l-euted. Su he deterniii~ed 
in his soul, so lie :innouuced to Iier. G:ttl~eri!i~his 
\veapolls, and t a l i i ~ ~ g3 311ppIy of fi~oc1. lie left tile rents 
of Jlitlinn never ng:lin to eilter t l i eu i  i l l  peace. 

Icetural~ Iiad li-tctietl to Ilis threats n.itli terror, 
for she tlie po\ver of his energy, aud shel i ~ ~ e ~ v  

-	 ];new of 110 oue to call U ~ O I I  to cleliver her ill I~er 
troilble. \Yi~en s11e returnecl to tile ailnp she f'on~ld 
visitors a~vaitilig her auivnl, nut1 H~ignr  trippecl joy- 
f i~ l ly  to tell her I<e~~l;e~lesthat Ilatl ret~rlle(1 f i o m  

lpeir:u~, lid 11:1(1 bro~lght with him 11i5 Eg!-pria~l f r ie~~d,  
tlie noble Slilfre, ~ l i o  11:id escaped frum tlie piling 
c11:iins of cnptivit!.. JTitli tlie r~sunl courtesy of tile 
JJ id in~~i tesshe nelconled her gLle.<t,i: a~it l  i l l  li-teni~lg 
to tlieir conversatio~is sought to escape from the ll~rri- 
ble glooll~ of hmal's tllrcats. 



CHAPTER XSIV. 

THE DEATH OF AMAL. 

T H E  Egyptians were aelcolned by a feait in rrliich 
the Jlicliauites sougllt to rival one anotller, ilot o l~ ly  

in eating, but alto in story telling. After tliey 11:ld 
eshansted their stock of tales, tliey callecl on Shafre to 
tell them of liis captivity and life :it the mines. Ken-
kenes [ T ~ S\rat~llillg his friellcl I\ it11 a feeling of sneetest 
trauqrlillity, for lie perceived tli:lt the noble tentle~icics 
of l ~ i -  natllrc as ru:tiiife-ted ill tile ~cllool of Seti Irere 
still in active operatio11. IYlicn Sl~afre  began his 

narration. the JZiclianites gave lli~ii tlieir clo-est :Itten- 
tion; allrl iuclted the? could ~ i o t  Ilelp tloilig so, fbr 
there had Iicyer beell n Illore eloque~lt talker at  their 
f e a ~ t i n ~ s .Tile re\v day. of 1il)crty Ilaci noll;lelfiilly 
tmusforn~ed hi i  a1)pearance. and once more his eyes 
fla-lled ~r i t l l  the fire of illteilectunl ent l~n~in-m.  

As memory recnlled the vnrion= -cbenrs ill his career, 
and his voice ch:lnged in sympathy with the scenes, 
all hearty were melted 1)rthe vivid~lesi of tlle descrip- 
tions. Keturah ~ ~ a t c l l e d  liim wit11 cleepeniug in tere5t. 
His morcts a\ralienect her imagination ;and. a< slle seized 
hold of his story, she wove it into a pattern of srtf- 
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fering and glory of tile ~llost beautiful and touc1iiiig 
character. T h e  deeply sympatlietic llature of tile 
Eg!-ptian arouaed her o ~ v u  sympathies, and she first felt 
for him the most tender pity, tile11 the most glowiug 
admiration. 

The  fend closed, nud the two Egyptians bade tile 
ILidianites farerell, as they departed for tlie Isrnel~te 
camp in Feiran. TYhat sweet converse tliey lleld as 

tiley recountecl tile wo~lderful experience- that had 
befailen them! Yet they felt tlint tiley were oiily 
begiuuing a career in company iritli the late bond 
sl:lves of Egypt, n hich nould lead tlleil~ to a cumpre- 
hell-ion of God's ciealiugs ~vitli mnu. sue11 as \vould 
sllo\v them how God alone ruler1 over men. 

Tlie followiiig (lay n-as drawing to a close nhen 
they approncliul the ol!ject of tlieir joorne!-. Cchre 

I tliey reaclied the camp, tlie mi-t* of eveuing liad >ettled I 
I around t l~enl  and the people ere 1vitl1Cjra\\ii1g ii.01~1 

beside their canip-fires into tlieir tents. Siuce liis 

, A 	 captivity, (luring whicli he liad slept altogetl~er in  tile 
open air, Shafre could not rest in tlle clo-e air of a 

t.!~ 

l)ii 	 tent;  and now, instearl of seeking the shelter of tile 
II * 

caniy, he sought the shade of an acacia thicl,et, aiid 
I //I cast himself on 	the ground to sleep. while Keniienes 1 4  

pnsetl on to the can~l) . to report their pre-ence to tlie 
captain of the gnsrd. 

Sliafre sought slurllber in rain, f ix his 111ind was too 
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actively engaged in recalling liis troubles to sinli i@o 
repose. II is  sol11 \rns troubled, for his life desires \rere 
apl~earing to be but tlrealils, after all. Du !ing. the long 
weary i~lolitlis of his captivity, he had not ou1y loved, 
bat had \vorsliiped Tirzah. She mas the realizatiou 
of I~is  ideal ~vonlan, and to possess her mould afford 
hinl 'supreme 11appine.s ; but, in the first momellts of 
his liberty, he tli.scoreretl that slle \~--au posses.5ed by 
anotl~er, \vl~o llad tlie right to lier, as ller l;ii~.sninn and 
ller elloice iu love. H e  could not t i i sp~ te  that right, 
t i ior~~i lit left 11is o~r-11 soul utterly clesolute. Tilrougll 
Tirz:l11 : I I I ( ~Keulienes Ile i~at i  l c a r ~ ~ e d  of tile true Goti, 
\vlion~ tllns f:ir lie 11ad not a ~ l i ~ l ~ \ \ - l e ~ l g ~ ' t l  in 11-orslli11. 
Xo\v he bo\red his fiice to the and called upou 
God, tile God of Israel, for light :111d lielp. H e  
sul.renciercd all cl:linl to Tirzall ; he no lo~lger even 
desirecl to separate her fronl Searia11 ; i ~ e\I-auld Ilold 
her no more as tlie entlirone(1 queeu of l ~ i s  life; but, 
instc:id, 11e \~oulcl colisec'rate I~iniseli' to the service of 
God, to know l l i~u a11cl lend otllers to him. 

Sutltlt.111~light from God illr~mi~letl 11;s soul, Iiis sac- 
rifice of self \vas accel,tcd. and tranqaillity filled his 
soul. As he still t)orrect upon the grou~ld,  in deep 
silelrce receiving tile Spirit of God, llis attention was 
aror~scdby the soft tread of a mall seelii~lg his \ray 
alollg tile narrow path. As tile ~ n a n  S11:lfre lleard 
him muttering vengeance against Nearin11 for s l a ~ i n g  
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his kiudrcd at tlie gates of Feiran. Tile mall held a 

long .pear i u  liis lla~itl, a1ic1 Ilia Iii:i1i1ier s!ioned that 
he  was even tiow on hi3 n a y  to execute the cleed. 
F o r  a liio~l~elit tlie tl~ouglit eriteretl Sllafre's ~ i ~ i ~ i d ,  
'' Tlii-; ill ritl nne of lily rival, a11(1 I -1i:111 tIieli be 
able to \I in tllc f i ir  Tircih ;" but \iit11 loLitlling he 
cast tlie tllouglit fro111 hini, ant], nit11 a facility in 
stealth learned ~ r i ~ i l e  a prisoner, lie fullon ecl tlie veli-

turc-o111e drnaIe1,itc. 
The .tars were sl~iuing abuve tliem, l)ot it I n s  

darii ill tlle .-11:itlon.- of tile trew. The gu:,icis of tlie 
c:inlp \ \ w e  n.: l tci~in~ ayaill-t tile conii::~ of a he .  h i t  
tlieir :ittc~ition mas given to the di.-tairt e~ltl, of the 
vale. Sile~itly the Al~in:~lel,ite cript 1x1-t t l ~ r l r l .n ~ i t las 
silrlitl!. tlie ES!-ptinn fi,lluwed. , l a  tllty 11tartc1 tile 
tents their progre>- n ns slon er, fur the flic.l,cri~lg liglrt 
of tlie ca~ilp-fire- tl~re:~tcx~lctl to reveal t i ~ t i r  prt*tlice. 
Tile ,I~ualei,ite -eenncd to 1;lloiv tlie n ny to S t : i l  i:ill's 
telit ; 2nd at  le11~t11 lift-he ca~iie tu it. and ~ioi-elr--i~ 
ing the c r~ r t a i~ i  Fa\r witl~ili tlie tent S c : i ~ i : i i l  i l l  cierp 

as to <trike the llcart of I l i 3  victim ; lle Jrcn hi- arm 
bacli for tlie strol;~, when 11is spear nn- gra-l)cd from 
1)eliintl and wrenclieci fro111 his 11a11d. ancl a t  the -:1111e 
instant his a-sni1:iut clutclned his throat u it11 both 
hands alid shouted for the gu:ircls. A t  tile .cliout 

Neariali sprang LIP and saw two meu fiercely b:~ttlillg 



I AJf .LL. THE AJIALEKITE. 

at  his tent door; tlie guards, also startled, rushed upon 
them, rvliile from a hundred tents tile warriors of 
Izrael turned out to know tlie cauae of tlie disturb- I 
ance. 

Siiafre, ]laving rnastered his foe, gave liini into tlie I I 

cllarge of tlle guards: and then exp1:lined to Se:uinli 
tile circumstances of tlie as-ault. Seariali was Iiorri-I

I fied at the con~n~unic .a t io~~,  hisal1~1 l ~ i j  gra~itutle :it 

I 
 deliverance Ivns beyoncl all power of espres.5ion. 

A111:ll \\as brouglit before the prince. of tile calnp, 
alld que~tioiietl as to tile motive, of so great a cr iu~e 
ag-ail)-t one n i ~ o m  in former t l u ~ s  lie lint1 l;no\rli :IS a 
frieiltl. i 

I 

As hula1 ctood befire 1Io;es ant1 tile prince3 of 
Israel, Ilia heart mas touclied \\ itli the recoll(,ction of 
former clays. H i s  friendJiip for Jlows, 11i. pity for 
the 1.r:ltlitea in buntlase. his conricrioii~ a. to tlie 
ju-tice of tlieir c:\n.e. :ill caliie u p  before I I ~ I I I ,rind 

I for nivnierit lie bo\recl hi-, limti ill s i l e~~cc  a :ind in  
sorrow. Then tliere canie before liiru the wene at  
the gate? of Feiran, and once more he beheld the swortl 
of Seariah drinking liis father's l)lootl, 311d 11e raised 
his fiwe and defiantly nl)out Iiim. Tile11 11e 
began his deatli son?, tieclnri~lc 11im-elf to be the 
blood avelyer of hi- kilitlred, nlio c:tlletl ~ ipon Iiim 
to arcount for tlieir blood before the angel of life in 
the paradike of the inlnlortnls. As ,4111al recited liis 
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away by force. And  now a savage deliglit in antici- 

pated success filled liis soul, slid lie o111y waited for tlie 

coiuing of the darkuess to start on tlie way to accom- 

plish tliis nefarious sC11zme. H e  hilem every step of 

tile n a y  tlirougii all these aadieq. He could travel 

tliem by iiiglit as \\ell as by clay, and lie knew his 

cource tlil*ougli the most intricate pa>ses in the moun- 


TTlien darkneqs began to cloud the mountains, he 

began his return, at  a sn ift pace, but nitli tlie most 

careful scrutiny of a11 ,-igli> or ~ l io t iu~ i j  
a lo i~g his way. 
Tlie 110-tr of Midian 11 ere asselliblccl in their p r i i ~ i p a l  
caml~ing ground ea-t of tlie great niountaiu Horeb. 
Tlity were in tlie ri~icl-t of a feubt l>repnmtory to the 
journey of tlltir 1-enerable priest to the canip of tlie 
Isr:ielites, a ~ l d  were rejoicing because of the ~ I I C C C S S  

wliicli had thus far Lie,-sed I - rad ,  and in ~011gi and 
slioutiiigq p~a i>ed  tlie iianie alld the deetis of their 
on11 adopted tribal son, Aloses. Tlie nife of Moses 
w:i> sn1-roundec1 by tlie niatrolis and nlaid- of the 
tribe. Slie n a' llappy in tlie prospect of so soon being 
nit11 licr spouse again. JYitll tlie most eager intereat 
she hat1 reccived tlie me~celigers as fro111 tilne to time 

- they c:lme to tell her of lii> nontlerful atlvnnce r ~ ~ i d e r  
tlte direct lending of tlie Lorti of lieaven. Tlie cer-
tainty that she should be uiiited to llinl agnili ill tlie 
parndiqe of deliglit, led her to join in tlie wligg of 
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rejoicings that stirred the hearts of all at their camp- 
fire festivities. Keturali and Hagar \\-ere \)? Iier side, 
for they were to acconlpany her as her n~a ids ;  and 
clothed in their no st beautiful ganllents, and decketl 
with gorgeous orn:lnlcnts, received the praises of a11 
about tlieni. Iienlienes and S11:1fre, ~vlio Ilad re-
tllrlletl from Fei~.an ~ri t l l  niessages froni lloses to his 
wife, j o i~~e t l  the nilen of l l i t l ia l~  in their sports wit11 a 
freedom of spirit n-11icl1 sl~olr-ecl 11ow closely tlrey 
affiliated \\-it11 the desert people. 

On tile or~t.sI;in-ts of the camp, sllielcled by the 
b11.-11es fi.i~lgillg tile r o c l i ~  5lope.s of the ~ilot~~it :~in,  
Atil:ll n.ntcllet1 tile scene. H i s  Iieart n-:ls Inceratccl by 
every >11out of joy he hearti ; f;tr \vllile a11 n.a;: so 
peaceful in tlic canlp of tlic lliclinnites, 11e re:ilized 
t11at his on-n life Tvas bla-ted by defeat ill  every direc- 
tion. Eagerly lie g:lzetI up011 the forn~s  of ti~o.:e he 
liad loveti, then jvitii a\\-f111 c1lr.e~ coyered his eye.?, to 
shut out the sight of t l ~ t ~ i r  1l:lppili~'ss. 

A t  l e ~ l ~ t l i  hi; feeli~igs threatel~ccl to overcolne his 
prucie~~ce, 111ill~1,and prompted by a st l.:i~lge fre:ll< of 
lle n-itl~tlre\v fro111 lli.5 I~i(ii~ig-pl:tceto  .eel; the spot ill 
the deep cIi:i.<~ii of the roclij \vl~itiler he lincl llurled 
tlie one enelny over ~rl lom 11e hat1 been enabled to 
triunnpll. TVith a savage frc~lzy 1v11icl1 cravc(1 sollle- 
tliing to glo:~t over, he ru.iled slung I~ i s  way. EIonr 



had reached the spot and was looliing for the body of 
his victim. It was 8 terriblj  rugged spot. Above 
him rose tlie niaszive wall of rocli, reaching almost to 
the c l o ~ ~ d s  ; about him 11ere huge fragment5 of granite 
nl~icli  in the cel~turies pa-t had fallen one by one 
from their lofty heigl~ts. Bare and dezolate the spot 
sermetl, for tlle rocls 11-ere too close to allow any 
living thing to grow betrreen them. ,lmal hastened 
tonarc1 t l ~ e  base of the precipice to see the body of 
liis enem-, if tlie vultures Iiad not yet devoured it, 
n-l~enIi iq  stcps nere arre-ted by a slrurp, slirill voice 
comniantling 11in1 to halt. Si~rpri-e~1at t l ~ e  sud- 
dell call, lie 1ool;ed tonard the ~peaber,  ancl beheld 
standi~lg upon one of tlie 11r1ge rochs the beautiful 
Timna. H e r  I~anci~otiie hanging to lier clothing n:ls 
in tatter-; l ~ e r  Itair, no longer braicletl, or decoratctl 
\\ it11 jenel-, IV:I~ loo-ely floating about hcr face and 
blloulcler-, tlie sport of eve? breeze; her face \\-as 
pallid wit11 suffering. atiil her Lr i l l i :~~~t  ejes were still 
more brilliant througli the ~ ~ i l c i  spirit that now pos-
ses2ed her. 

Amal, appalled at  the spectacle, li-tened to her  
maleilictions, as she prononncecl then1 against 11im with 
all the rage of her soul. She ltntl ?eel1 l ~ e r  ft~tlier f:tll 
Leucath the tread of the 1,rnelitej a, they entered 
Feiran ; she had Iiearcl of her brother being cast from 
the cliff bv her recreaut lover; she 11ad left to her 
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the il~fatuatedslave of a nlaicl in tlle tents of the 
eacmy. Wit11 mii1c1 distracted by ller sufkrings, she 
liad fletl from the r:111lis of her retrenti~lg conntryniell, 
: t~ lc l  by tlie bo~lea of lier I~rotller, strippetl bnre of flcsli 
as tliey 1r:ltl bee11 t)y the rultnre.5, she cried aloud for 
veilge:illce upon the Ileatl of the -Inialel;ite I\-llo \\-as a 

traitor ill love n l~d loyalty. 
-4s she t~tt tred lier cur..es. and wit11 the l : i ~ ~ ~ l ~ e d  

nwfr~l lnuglrter of 1111-e:ltetl reasol~, r l ~ t ~ : ~ l  fi-otii1~11-11ct1 
tlie sl)c)t until, esl~:in~tetl ,  he crept illto n crevice in 
tlre roclcs, aiitl su~i l i  illto tlecp slrlil~l)er, I l i a  \\-e:~ry 
f r :~n~c  F o r  111:iny un:ible longer to enclrlre thc strain. 
11ours lie slept: at fir.-t in :i stnpor, tl~eii \\-ill1 I~orl.iLle 
clrcn~ns tli-turbitlg hi.; -I t  lieniincl. l e ~ ~ ~ t l i  w:~s 
\\-:ll<elled by tlre pallgs of llanger, 311d he aro-e to 
sccl; f w d  I~im.  l17itli 11iS r c > t ~ ~ r ~ ~ i i i gto s t r c ~ ~ g t l ~ e ~ ~  
strength came tlie recollection of n.11:it Ile 11ntl ju-t 
seen, niid the nlaiclen's curse;; still rnng ill his ears. 
But his detenninatior? to coilqrlcr Gte ref'11-etl to be 
sobdnetl, and lie ollce niore sortgl~t the 3litli:ulite 
cnlnp to carry out hi:: tie-ips in rcgnrtl to ICetomh. 
A11 tenclcrlie-s sce111c.cl to I)e clin~it~:~tecl f1.0111 Ili, ~0111,  

and tlre ferocity of tile Ai~i~uleIi.i~e Hen-sertccl itst:] t'. 

ai~cc~cecledin ol)tnil;il~g -0i11t fruits: :111d: p:lrt:lIiill~ of 

t l~em, again entered tlie concealecl spot fi.om \\-Ilich 11e 
observed the clo-il~g day of tlie 3Iidianite feast. 

http:cur..es


ANAL, THE AJIdLEKITE. 287 

Amal matched until the fend ~ : t s  orer, a11d tlle 
p o p l e  tlnd rerirecl to their tent;, ai1d tllcn ~ioi-ele--1y 

left his \\atch -tation mid trnveletl alullg tlie \\-aJy 
es Siieikll to tbe place milere the AZiciianites nere ac-
cn-turned to cncn~npoil a tl;\>'s 111arcll froill their Ilonie. 
I11 a spot overluoking t!~i.; K\~npiiig-gronntl Ile l~it l  
l~itu-elf and qlept, l i i l~ \ \ ing  t lu t  ill a fi\v Iiouri the -
1Iidiariitci ~voultl 1)e there. IYlieii he :i\\oiie tile iun  

, . was tleclining, :tud the iI ladu\~s were ca-tinc tilt.lr 
d:irl; line3 alolig tile n:idy. 111 tile di-t:i~~ce lie -:i\tT 

tile JIidi:~llites :ippronclli~~g. It it:\- :i i&tr:e C O I ~ ! ~ I I \ ~ ,  

a ~ l d  tiley nere c o n ~ i i ~ g  coilltlill :ill tile -1,iendor t11t~y 
commnntl. T i~e i r  c:i~uels \rere tieclicrl \ \ i t i ~jiirgli~ig 

orn:~niei~t-;tlleir robe- \\ere tile fine-t ever i)ro11~11t 
to tlieill fiom tile tli\r:lnt En- t ;  t l~e i r  \\cnlwtIj n ~ ~ d  
e r e  i i i r 1 1 t  t i  1 1 i 1 1 i  l)e-ton-e~l 
u1>01i tllem. I t  \\<I. tllc fir-t eniba--y to tile I-~,at'lite., 

2nd tiley inte~ltletl to :irorl=e tlle re-pert uf I-rtlt.1 i)y 
the gorgeoo-ile-, of their appeamnce. 

1Tllt.n tlley arrived :it tlle c:~lnpi~ig-:ro~~nd, Btlla, 

Tv~io cornmantfed tlie company, gave the order to Iinlt ; 

and i l l  n few moruentj the a ~ m e l s  w r e  nllp:lckecl, the 

tents xere set up, fires \\ere I;inclletl, and tile evcl~inq 


nleal \r a prepared. Tllen, as tile ( l : ~ r I i ~ i ~ - j  
incre:~-etl, 

t l l~y  eirteret1 their tellt.;. tile curt:iin. vere C ~ ~ ~ I T I I , 
and 

silence spreacl ller rvillgs orer t l ~ e  scene. 


From 11is hiding place Amal saw tlie order of the 
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camp. There mas Bela's tent, tllell Jethro's, then 
Keturali's, t l ~ e ~ i  tile Egyti:t~i's-a~id he gllnsliect his i 

teeth n-it11 r:tge :ts 11e recalletl the \rnj in I\-iiicll he 
Ilnd bee11 1):tfflt.d b? tile Egyptian. '\I7:-niting rllltil the 
llonr n-lie11 tlieir sleep i ~ o u l d  be the sorintleit, lie crcpt 
clo\rll illto the cnwl) anil approaclied the rent occupied 
by hid victilli. 111 olie Ilnl~cl he carried his spe:lr, in 
tlie other liis nlantli., r i t l i  n-hicll to Lint1 Iiis captire, 
PO that she couIc1 iiot resist Ilini. H e  crept nlong 
slo\\.l-, for the lenzt noi-e nliglit occ:isioii ilis tle:ltl~. 
He re:~c.iletl tile tent, ~.:~i-etf tile c ~ ~ r t a i ~ i  :11id ei~terecl- 
all act ~r-11icl1 of jr.:elf be pul1i51led 1riri1 c1e:lth \ ~ o u l ~ l  
if discorerecl. Uefure l ~ i ~ l ltlie maidells Iieiumil a1111 
f1ag:lr \\--ere lyillg ill clc!ep slumber. l ~ e  g:~zed 
11!)011 tllem l ~ i s  inhtrintic!~~ iilc.l.en;eil, for nevcr Lcii~re 
1i:ttl t l~ey  seenied to Iiiln so lorely. Wit11 n ~~i i ic l i  
~nution he eoveretl the lips of ilk victinl, and 
\\-rnpl)ud lier arms nlit1 lillibs tiglitly it1 the fijlds of 
tlio cloth. So quic1;l.v Ira+ tIii.5 dol~e,  t11:it \r-lle~i .lie 
awoke she was friglite~~e;l:111tl stri~ll~ctl 11:-
 tlie strange- 
ne- of lier situation, and fillet1 wit11 I~orror as she 
renlizetl [hat she \\-:IS t I ioro~1~111~ by ller strnllge I)UUIIC~ 
a,+;tilnnt. Ee:lring 11r.r in llis arms, -Inn11 ~loiselc+ly 
left the tent, tlrc~p~)ed its curtains, and thes o ~ l ~ l i t  

elinbled to collect her thou~h t s ,  and consider her situ- f 
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ation. She recognized Amsl. She saw the fierce 
glare of his countenance, aud felt his hot breath upon 
her clleelrs. Slle remembered his threat, and with 
the agony of fear of a terrible fate, put forth all her 
energy ill resistance. She was the daughter of a 
sinen? race, and her free, merry life had given her a 
degree of strength \\hicIi almost equaled that of the 
Amalelrite. As slle struggled, he was unable to carry 
her, and as he eodenvored to talre a new hold of her, 
she sncceeded in loosing an arm ; then tearing tlie 
bandage from her mouth, with all the frenzy of her 
terror uttered shriek after shrieli, which a t  once 
aroosed the entire camp, and made Amal's escape wit11 
her as his prisoner impossible. F o r  a monlent he 
vainly tried to recover his possessio~~ of her, and stop 
her o~~ tc r i e s ;  and that moment sealed his doom. 

Shafre, as usual, had left the tent, and was sleeping 
beneath the shelter of tlie tl~icli brancKes of the acacias. 
His s l r~n~bers  were suddenly interrupted by n shriek 
of :\gonp almost by his side. Leaping to his feet, 
with his sword io his hand, he ruslrecl toward t l ~ e  spot 
from mllence the sorlnd proceeded, aild belieltl the I 

s t r~~gg lebetween the maiden and her captor. At  the i 
same moment d m a l  belield him, and recognizing him, I 
dropped his prey, seized his spear, al~c! poising i t  :I 
rushed upon Ilim, hoping at least on 11im to obtain 
revenge. Amnl knew that 110 mercy would be shown 

T 
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him if captured, and his ouly cliance of escape was in 
the speedy overthro~v of tlie Egyptian. But Shafre, 
fired with the energy ahicli comes from the tl~ougllt 
that assailed innocence is dependeut r~pon his success, 
pressed upon Amal with such irresistible force that ile 
felt the despair of one who llas met his conqueror. 

Terrible was the battle, while Keturah, scarcely yet 
recovered from her fright, and still bound, all but the 
loosened arm, lay 11po11 tlie grori~id gazing upon them . 
with increasiug horror, and every nerve quivering as 
t l ~ e  one or the other made his stroke. Then their 
attention was directed by the noise of the men of 
the camp rusliil~g t o ~ a r d  them; ancl Amal seeing 
that all hope of success and of escape \ms vain, de-
termined that Keturah should die with him. Sud-
denly he leaped back from Shafre's stroke, and ~ ~ i t h  
a bound was by the side of the maiden. H e  q11icIily 
lifted his spear to plunge it into her lieart, but Shnfre 
had divined his purpose, ar~d as tlie spear \ n u  descenti-
ing struck it JJ-ith his s \ ~ o r d  and sent it spinning out 
of the l ~ a n d  of its master into the bushes by the path. 
Then, as Amal sought to grasp him, he plunged the 
sword into his breast, aud at the same moment received 
in his own breast a stroke from Amal's sllort but sharp 
hunting knife. Together they fell to the ground, and 
the blood flowing from1 them both mingled beueath 
them in one dark pool. 
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As thus they fell, the men from the camp can~e 
upon them, and by the glare of their torclies beheld 
tile awful scene. Keturah h d  fainted, and lay as if 
dead, nhile close by lier side the warriors lay wilh 
tlleir blood freely flowiug to the ground. Jethro, mho 
in this hour of trial seemed to forget his age, preceding 
the young meu, rushed to Keturali, aud, releasing her 
from her cords, sought to restore her to consciousness. 

Kenlcenes and Eela tnrnetl their attention to the 
warriors, and as they turned them over Kenkenes saw 
that Sllafre was breathing, and that consciousness mas 
returning. Gently he drew him away from tlie body 
of his foe, and stretching him upon tlie s\r ard sorlgllt 
to stop the flow of blood. Bela tunled his attention 
to his blood-covenant brother. But, alas ! he saw a t  
once that death liad talieu h i ~ u  captive ; and, although 
Bela fondly held liim in his arms, he gave only a gasp 
or trro, and tlien his life vas  gone. Wi th  lamenta-
tions Bela laid him upon tlie sward away from tlie 
pools of blood, and wept over him with sincere 

the story of her abduction and the brave battle which 
Shafre had waged for her, and then, in re~uembmnce 
of the former friendship for bmal, wept over his body 
as over a brother slain, until Jethro gently led her 
a'ral: from the scene back to the camp. 
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Thev buried Amal where he fell. forgetting in 11is I 
known him. Upon Bela fell the duty of avenging 
his death, for such was his covenant. But  when he 

tiug Amal's grave, Ile felt that 11e had .no ctuty to per- 
form : Amal had avenged his own death. 

Forming a litter, they carried Shafre to tlie canlp, 
where Keturah and Hagnr gave llinl tlleir closest at-

tention, while the elltire troop united in praising his 
valor. H i s  wound was not serious; and in t ~ o  clays 
11e was able to move forward ~ i t h  the Jliclianites to 
the vale of Feirnn, borne on a swi i~gi~lg  litter, shaded 
by an awning from the rays of the sun, and carried 
by tile favorite camel of the aged priest. 



JETHBO'S VISIT TO FEIRAN. 

HE scouts went in advance to inform Moses of the T approach of t l~ose so dear to him. Wile11 tlle 
neas reaclied Feiran, Moses called together the elders 
of Israel, and arranged to receive in a beconling 
maniler one so influential in the desert as Jetliro. A 
special tent was erected to receive the aged priest, and 
tents for his young men and maidens, rvliile JIoses' 
tent mas fitted up anew to receive Zippornli, liis wife, 
and Gershom and Eliezer, his sons. The Ivomen of 
Israel also decked themselves in their ornaments, and 

1 

with musical instrunleuts in  their hands alvaited 
1 

Jethro's corning. When Rio5es r a s  informed that I1 

the company was uearing Feiran, with his guards I 

surrounding him, all decked in splendid array, and a 
wmpany of his chosen friends, the  social leaclers of 
his court, he went forth to meet the Xliclianites and 
lead them with all honor into the awaiting camp. 

As soon as he saw Jethro, he bowed to the earth 
before him, then saluted him after the desert fashion, 
and arefully inquired concerning his welfare and the 

'291 
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welfare of his family. Then Jethro kissed him and 
said : 

"Blessed be the Lord, who hat11 delivered you out 
of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of 
Pharaoh, 1~110hat11 delivered the people from uuder 
the hand of the Egyptians. XO\TI know that the 
Lord is greater tllan all gods: for in tlie tliiug n-herein 
they dealt proudly he n-as abot-e them." 

I n  the exultation of his heart Jetllro prepared to 
offer thanl;sgivings unto God, according to the Mid- 
ianite custom. He had brought nit11 liim a null~ber 
of the finest Ianibs raised in their ~lioantain pastures, 
and, commandil~g his ~ o u n g  nlen to build tlle altar, 
he laid these larubs llpoli the fi~ggots of nood, and 
offering his prayer unto G G ~  nit11 l~is slew tlietn 
bacrificial knife, and watclled them consume in the 
smoke and tlie fire as an offering plea411g to  God. 
Having thus attended to his religious obligations, he 
an~ioullced himself ready to be entertailled by his son- 
in-lam. 

Moses, k n o ~ i n g  the customs of the desert, ordered a 
feast to be prepared of such things as mould be partic- 
ularly pleasing to the 3Iidianites : choice lambs from 
the flocks, cheese similar to those that the Israelites 
l ~ a d  made from the days of their father Jacob, soups 
and vegetables vi th  seasoning such as the EsJ-ptian 

I 
princes delighted in having at  their feasts, vegetables 

I 
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I 

produced by the desert oaqec, which tlie Jlidianites 
prided thelnselves on tlieir sl,ili in preparing. Thus 
they xished to sllorv Jetltro tllat tlie skill of the Blitl- 
iauites in preparing savory di-Ilea \va3 equaled bv the 
coolis in the hou~eholds of tlie cllildreli of Israel. To  
this feast tlte elders slid prince5 of Israel uere ilivittd. 
Here, too, tlte l)ronlil~ellt nolilen of I-rael nerc to

I ueet for the fir& tilue iu public the \life of their 

I Tile Jlidianites preparetl for the feast by clotliing 
tlientcelves n-ith all the orlinll~euts tliev 110-se-ed, and i 

thev could, and were burdened with the emeral(ls, 
onyx stone.., turqlioise.~, and dinmouds, nllich Itad 
been given tlteln by the Egyptiaos. S e r e r  before 
had tlie vale of Feiran beell disti~~grii~ltcd by sricll 
magnificence, and the youths of both Israel alld 
Midiail sougilt to gather from it all the enjo!.ment it 

could afford. 
Moses gave to his wife a royal reception, as she 

came to liim again from her fatlier's hand. It was 
clleering to her soul to n~eet the women of I-rael, and 
receive the cordial welcome which seen~ed almost to 
enthrone her as a queen. Miriam the aged, with the 
glow of her loviug heart not yet touched with jeal- 
ousy, gave her all honor, and the maideus, led bv the 
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gifted Tirzah, bowed before her to 11onor ller as their 
mother in all that pertained to the glory of t1:e 
notion. Ke tu ra l~  alid Hngnr, with tlieir troop of coni- 
pnnionq, the fairest of the Jlidianites, rejoicecl in t l ~ e  
frienrl=I~ipof tlie Izraelite;, ant1 a coni1);ict of u~:dy- 
iug  affection n n s  entered into bet\reen them. 

T l ~ e  feu-t cnme to an encl wit11 tile closing of' the 
day, but tlie friend-hip it called iuto esiste~lce (lid 11ot 
speedily pa3s an ay. Tliot generation d\\elt in pe:lce. 

The  bitter strife of hate ~vas  only an:ll\erletl in tile 
onvard march of tlie uext generation. 

The  (lay follo~ring this great f ~ a s t ,  JIoses resumed 
his labors iu renderiug ju t lgme~~t  to :dl of 11i- people 
rvlio came to 11im. There mere 20 n1any of the-e t11:1t 

all the day, from nlorliing until evening, his time \ \as 

conzumed in attending to their nants. H e  I ~ e ~ r d  
them patieutly and gave them j u ~ t  conn;els, nncl 
caused t l ~ e  wroug-doers to restore or rep:lir the n roiiy,.j 
done. Jethro sat by his side, l i- teni~~g, as JIozes 
expounded to tliem the law concernir~g their n~urual 
relations, aud taught them the way to preserve tlie 
peace. Jetliro was accustomecl to organizilig liis 
people, and from loiig experience knew how to deal 
with men. H e  saw that the zeal of &Iose: was Iiiii-
dering 11i1il from suc~essfully accompli~l~ing his ~rorl;. 
After carefully examining the ~ l a l i  of IIosee, he said 
to him : 
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The thing that thou doest is '6 

wilt surely wear ajvay, botll thou, and this people that 
not good. Thou 

I:[
1;'is wit11 thee; for the t l~ing is too heavy for thee: 

thou art not able to perform it thyself alone, Hearken ///I 

now unto my voice; I will give thee counsel, a1~1 God I t 1I 
be with thee : be thou for the people to Godtvard, .I! 

:I: 
autl bring thou the causes unto God ; and thou -1l;ilt 1,,,I' 

teach them the statutes and the l a w ,  and sllalt s11eiv ill 
them the may nl~ercin they must ~valk, and the n url; 

!,*
,I 

that they must do. 3Ioreover, thou sl~nlt  provide out ", 1 
of all tlle people able men, sucli a3 fear God, nieli of 
truth, hating unjust gain ; and place slicl~ over tlieiu, !, 

to be rulers of thousand., rulers of hundreds, rulers of 
fifties, and rulers of tens: and let them judge the 
people at  all seasons : aud it shall be, that every great 
matter they shall .bring unto thee, but every small 
matter they sl~all  judge themselves: so shall i t  be 

-
Ieasier for thyself, and they shall bear the burden wit11 

thee. If thou shalt do this thing, and God con~rnand 
thee so, then thou shalt be able to eudure, and a11 this I jl

ill
people also shall go to their place in peace." (Es. 
18: 17-23.) I !k 

JIoses, convinced of the reasonableness of this /
method, immediately put it into execdion. The 
Wady Feiran thus became the scene of the systematic 
organization of the tribes of Israel. Beneath its 
majestic palms, and by its flowing fountains, a 

'4 
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system of goveruluent vas  set up, n-liich looked to 
God as the Supreine Ruler, and in wl~icli every mall 
had his part to perform. I t  enabled the people to 
realize more clearly how God was leading tliem, and 
it increased their obedience to the chief ~vl1om God 
113d placed over tlleni. Filled wit11 tliis spirit, they 
could 1001; bacli to the pleasant vales of Goslieu ~ri t l t-  
out rebellion i11 their hearts, and could contell~plate 
tlie di-tresses throogll n-liicll tliey had passed \vitliout 
murmuring; for here, in tlie wilderness, tliey could 
wor2liip God and tru-t in him. 

JTlien Moses infur~ned tliem tllat the Mount of God 
mas n day's mnrcll farther on, tliey unllesitatingly 
prepared to leare tile beautiful \-ale ant1 enter on the 
journey tllat ~vould lend them tliitller. 

Jethro contiilried ~vitli Moses nlany dnys, and he 
saw the admini~tmtion of ju-tice gradually beconling 
more sj-atematic under the united judicial lai~ors of 
the nise elders of the host. Tliis system a150 \roll 
many to a hearty interest in the governmellt rvlio 
other~vise would have lent no real as;istsnce to tlieir 
prince. 

A s  the time drew near for the coutin~~ation of the 
march of the Israelites, Jethro announced his intended 
departure. Once more tlie pleasant relations existing 
between the two people were ratified ; blessings Ivere 
invoked by tliem lipon each other, and Jethro and his 

i 
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household, his guards and servants, 11is young men 
and maidelis, h d e  farewell to Feiran, and turned 
their faces toward their verdant wadies east of mighty 
Horeb. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

ENCAMPED AT SINAI. 

HE encampment in Feiran had continued long 
enough to restore the strength and courage of 

the Israelites. I t  also gave opportunity for a better 
organization of the host, as suggested by Jethro, aucl 
entered into by Moses and the elders of tlie tribes. 
I t  had also restored good feeling amongst tlie people, 
and the reception given to Jethro had made tliem feel 
that in the wilderness were niariy mllo \~ou ld  befriend 
them, and be as brothers to them. The unespected 
beauty and fertility of Feiran iiad also taught them 
to trust in their leader, who knew where the c1ioice;t 
vales of the desert mere situated, and how they could 

The trumpet sounded the call to go forward. The 
cloud had lifted above the beautiful valley, and was 
stretching tomard the southeast. The tents of the 
elders were quickly removed by the young men of their 
households, and already by the morning's light I I o ~ e s  
aud his household mere on the way, having given 
instructions to the guides to follow with the host as 
rapidly as their strength would permit. The leaders 
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had gone on swift camels through the short, narrow, 
rugged, rock-inclosed pass, called the Nagb Hawa- 
tile Pass of Wind. Tlie host followed by tlie broader 
and longer Wady es Sheilih, which mas more easily 
traveled. Some of the bolder men, encamping iu the 
neig1iboring vales, observed the clUud, aud f o l l o ~ ~ e d  
the gelieral direction of its course, meeting the livst at  
length in E r  Rahah. The place selected for tlieir 
next encampment was a long day's march for the 
lenders; but the most active of tile host \~oo ld  be able 
that niglit to encamp before tlie AIonnt of God, while 
it would be many days before the Iierdsnien, with their 
Iierds and flocks, would be able to join the liost in 
their encampment. 

As the people drew uear they were astonisl~ed at  

the multitude of immense crags and steep mountains. 

On every hand tlie great granite nias:es rose in cones, 

pillars, needles, scarred and riven bluffs, shelving 

slol>es, perpendicular faces, overlianging crags, bare 

and desolate red granite peaks separated by immense 

cl~asms, and ridges following ridges as far as the eye 

could see. Their surroundings were stupendous, and 

the massiveness of the mountains impressed them 

with awe, similar to the feeling with which they had 

first gazed up to the cloud above them. 

At length they arrived in tlie very heart of the 
mountains; tlie order was give11 to arrange their 
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encampment. I n  the whole of tlle great peninsula 
there was 110 other spot so suitable for them to pitch 
their tents. Immediately in front of them was an 
inlmense perpendicular mass of rock, rising hundreds 
of feet above the plain, seemingly inaccessible on tlie 
side facing them ;back of it rose a succession of peaks, 
higher still. I n  front of this magnificent n~or~ntnin 
was a broad plaiu, with two other plains openil~g into 
it, stretching toward the north. One of them, the 
Kagb Hnwa, tlirough \vhicIi Moses 11ad approaclled 
the JIount, and tlie other, Wndy es Sheilih, tlirough 
which the host had come. The great plain was the 
\Vudy er Rnhall, in n.ltich there was plenty of room 
for tlie entire host to encamp. Along tlle sides of tile 

moontai~~,extending toward the south, were t l ~ e  Kndy 
el Leja and Wady Sliubeib, while south of the loftiest 
peali was another plain, called by the name Sebni~el~.  

When JIoses had attended to tlie encamping of the 
people, he went up into the mountain, out of which 
God called to him, sajing : 

'.Thus s l~al t  tllorl say to tlie house of Jacob, and 
tell the children of Israel : Ye have seen what I did 
1111to tlie Egyptians, and horn I bare you on eagles' 
wi~lgs, and brought you unto myself. Now, there-
fore, if ye xi11 obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure r~nto me 
above all people : for all the earth is mine; and ye 

I 
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shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 
nation. These are the words which thou shalt speak 
unto the children of Israel." (Ex. 19 :4-6.) 

T\'lien Moses returned to liis tent, the trumpets 
were blown, calling the elders into his presence, and 
to them lie delivered the words of the Lord. The 
elders went to their tents and called their people 
before them, and gave them these words; and the 
people all over the camp answered the same thing, 
sa!.ing : "A11 that the Lord 113th spoken we will do.'' 

W11en the elders had given their report of tlie 
words of the people, Moses again entered into the 
mountains and told the Lord what the people llad 
promised. Then the Lord said to Moses : 

"Lo, I come into thee in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear wlien I speak with thee, and believe 
thee forever. Go unto the people, and s:lnctify them 
to-day and to-morrow, and let them n-ash their clothes, 
and be ready against tlie third day: for the third clay 
the Lord xi11 come down in the sight of all the peo- 
ple upon Mount Sinai, aud thou shalt set bounds 
unto the people round about, saying : Talie heed to 
you~.selves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch 
the border of i t :  whosoever touchetli tlie mount shall 
be surely put to death : there shall not an hand touch 
it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; 
whether it be beast or man, it sliall not live: when 
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the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the 
mount." (Ex. 19 : 9-13.) 

>loses returned to liis camp, and again called the I 
elders. By this time the tents of the various house- 
holds were in their places, but the toil of setting up 
the tents, with tlie dust of the journey from Feiran, 
had soiled their gnrmelits and defilect their persons. 
Cleanliness was demanded of tliose ~ 1 1 0served God. 
Purity of person was required of a11 n ho sougllt 
purity of heart. At onceall over the camp the cleans- 
ing began. KOdefilenient nas  alloned to be about 
their persons or their teuts ;and \\-it11 gannents na~lled 
a ~ i d  thoughts pure they presented tlienlselves in one 
nligl~ty host before the L O I - ~on tlie third day. 

The host knew that there was to be a no~ldcrfnl 
revelation of the majesty of God, aud uitli probu~ld 
awe they gazed upon the immense nlass of granite 
before their camp. Early in the morning they were 
ready in the order of their families for bloses to lead 
them out of the camp to the foot of the mountain, to 
behold the glory of God. 

The awful majesty of the diviue revelation burst 
upon them. Tlie cloud of the Lord's preence settled 
d o n  upon the niountain, hiding its lofty summit 
from their view. Out of the cloud darted liiles of I 
lightning, while peal after peal of a\vful tlluncler, be- 
ginning in the cloud, rolle(1 out over the mountain, I 
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reverberating from peak to peak, aud shaking with 
the niigliiy rolliug the most massive of the mountains. 
I n  tlie midst of this, out of the cloud pealed forth the 
soulid of a trumpet, so lond a3 to be lieard above tlie 
rolliug of the thunder, startling every one in the 
camp and a~valieuing mitliin them tlie deepest rever- 
ence. As J I o ~ e s  led the people to tile foot of the 
nlountaiu, alruost as if illto tlie jaws of destruction, 
they sam a f l m e  of fire dejce~idi~ig out of tlie clolrd 
upon the su~nrnit of tlie n~ouutnin, and tlie people 
I;ne\v that in tlie fire was God. A- lie touclied tlie 
mouutaiu, it quaked belieatli liis tread and -elit fort11 
great clouds of smoke, which in swift rolling nias-e3 
curled upward toward the sky. It appeared a, if the 
fiercenee of tlie splendor of the Lord was cousuming 
the niassive 111ouritai11. Anlidst tlii3 s~len(10r the voice 
of the trumpet pealed louder and loutler, and wi th  
loug-continued sor~ud, as if all the trumpeters on tlie 
a r t h  were at once soundiilba the call to the ho-ts of nlen. 

Then standing before the people, and 1ool;ing 
ton-3rd the mount, JIoqes spoke to God, and God, by a 

voice as t11at of a n~an ,  ans~~erecl liini, cnlliug him ap 
illto the mount. Wllile the people gazed upon hill1 
he went forth into tlie JYadp el Leja, and was soon 
hidden frorll their further sight, as lie went up  illto 
tile mount, and i u  tlie midst of the smoke aucl tlie flame 
met God and tallred with liim. 

u i 
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Again God sent him d o ~ n  to caution the people 
against curiosity and defilement, lest by so doilig t11e.y 
be destroyetl. Wlien Moses returned to the people, 
he gave tliem tile colulnands of the Lord, and then all 
stood ill sileuce as the fire in ~iondrous majesty and 
power flamed about the top of tlie great rock, while 
out of it came a voice, speal~ing words which a11 
heard and understood. JTith fear tliey listened, for 
it was God, s a ~ i n g: 
"1 a111 tile Lord thy God, \~Iiicll have bronght thee 

out of tlie lalid of Egypt, out of the house of bondaqe. 
l l iou  shalt haye none other gods before me. Tl~uu 
shalt not make unto thee a graven image, nor the 
likeness of any form that is in 11eaven above, or that* 
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth : thou sllalt not bow down thyself unto tliern, 
nor serve them : for I the Lord thy God aln a jealous 
God, visiting tlie iniquity of the fi~thers upon tlie cl~il- 
dren, upon the third and upon tlie fourth genern- 
tion of them that hate me ; and s h e ~ ~ i n g  mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my com-
mandments. 

"Thou shalt not talie the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltles 
that taketh his name in vain. 

"Remen~ber the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 

days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work : but the 
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seventh day is a sabbath unto the Lord thy God : in 
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, 
nor thy cattle, ]lor thy stranger that is within thy 
gates: for in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 
seventh day : vherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath 
day, and liallon~ed it. 

"Honour thy father and thy mother : that thy days 
may be long upon the land ~vhich the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. 

"Thou shalt do no murder. 
"Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
"Thou shalt not steal. 
"Thou shalt not bear false witness sagainst thy 

neighbour. 
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 

shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his mauserv- 
ant, nor his maidservant, nor liis ox, nor liis 355, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour's." (Ex. 20: 1-17.) 

Then the voice ceased, and the tliunderings, the 
flashes of lightning, the trumpet sounds, and the 
smoke became greater than they mere before. The 
people trembled, and drew away from the mountain, 
and said to n90ses : 

"Speak thou with us, and we will hear; but let 
not God $peak with us, lest we die." 

I 
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Moses kindly reassured them by sapiug : 
'LFear not : for God is come to prove you, and 

that his fear may be before you, that ye sin not." 
(EX.20 : 19, 20.) 

Then BIoses ouce more turned from the people, and 
drawing near the thick darkness uow surrouuding the 
mouutnin, went 11p into it, to receive from the Lord 
the lams by which the children of God mere to be 
governed in the future. 



PEBCEFUL TIXES FOR ISRAEL. 

HE plain E r  Rahah mas well adapted to the needs T of the great Lost, and the tents were pitched 
more securely than at  any previous camping-place; 
for in this valley they were to remain until thorougilly 
organized for the onn-arc1 niarch. They were ilorv 
to be educated in the 11735.9 of the Lord, so tlint, 
as 3 chosen nation of redeemed ones, they might 
show to the whole earth the principle. of right, even 
judgnient. Oppres>ion, usury, cruelty, a ~ i d  selfi~li- 
ness were to be repudiated, aud they nere to be obe- 
dient to the law as it had been pronounced by the 
IIost High from Sinai's avful mountain. 

Above all, they were to be true iu serving the 
Lord. All idolatry n-as to be severely pl~nishecl, aud 
they were to remember tlint the Lord who led them 
out of Egypt was their King, and he alone was to be 
worshiped. But their lives were not clouded in 
gloom, nor one continual round of self-sacrifice. On 
the contrary, there n-as much gladness among them, 
and their enthrisiasm broke out repeatedly in festiv- 
ities and rejoicings. They were free from bondage; 

309 
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the rule exercised over them was fatherly in its 
nature, and everything contributed to their well-
being; for they mere to grow and become a mighty 
nation among the nations of the earth. P 

When their camp became settled, and tlie people 
d

began to learn to do the will of the Lord, Keariah d 
5

re~llinded Tirzah of her promise, that wlien they 8 
arrived before the Rlount of the Lord they sl~oultl be 
given to each other in marriage. There was now no 
hindrance in the way, and the preparatiolls for the 
solemn event proceeded under the supervision of the 
leading ones in Israel. The sacredness, joy, a ~ ~ d  
beauty of the marriage rite in Israel n-as eniphasized 
in this instance, and the approval of heaven's King 
was i11~0lied to reat upoa it. B s  a brave captain in Ithe host, Keariah was surrounded by tlie young men, 1 

n ho, in the gayest uniforms, and \+-it11 all the parade $ 
of their newly-acquired military standing, souglit to 2 
add importance to the occasion. 

They were met by a baud of maidens, who were 

equally delighted in the superior charnls of Tirzah 

amoi~g the maidens of Israel, and Fere only satisfied 

when they saw her decked for the wedding with 

jewels and metal ornaments, so as to sparkle nit11 all 

the colors of the rainbow and to glisten ~ i t h  splendor 

from head to foot. 


With serene dignity the solemn words binding 
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them together for life mere spoken, and then they 
proceeded to their joyful festivities. I n  these, all 
the merriment of their hearts broke fort11 ; and 
the sound of musical instruments, with dancings, 
shoutings, and the presenting of gifts, they held such 
a fe-tiral as astonished the desert people who were in 
tlleir camps. 

The joy of the bridegroom and hii bride stirred the 
l~earts of many, and one of tliem was Sliafre. H e  
had no beautiful ornament to be~tom upon the bride, 
nor rings of precious metal for the bridegroom; for 
when he escaped from the n~ines lie came to the host 
utterly \vithout possessions. Rut he called down 
upon then1 tlie blessings and niercies of God out of 
his ~realtli of lore and prayer. I n  the consecratioil 
of liis heart to God, he ~vas enahled calmly to surren- 
der his earthly love, and in giving Tirzah to another 
he felt the sweet peacc of his religiol~ sustaining him. 
His  heart was full of trust, and lle realized that in 
due time the Lord would reveal to l~inl  the way in 
which 11e sl~ould go. 

Bela was watching the couatena~~ceof tile fair 
Keturah during t l ~ e  ~0k!lllIlceremony, and a$ he saw 
the tears starting from her e y s  his om heart leaped 
in Ilope. Bela had been true to his blood-covenant 

brother, and never, by word or deed, had he inter- 
posed between Amal and Keturah. H e  could not 

I 



312 AMAL, THE ANALEKITE. 
t 

! 
longer suppress the love in 11is heart. H e  had re- ! 

cjtrained himseIf for niontlis, and now a11 the force of 
his pent-up love broke fort l~.  I n  the hours tllnt fol- 4 
lowed the festivities he s o ~ g l i tKetnrali, and beneath 
the palms of their o ~ v nquiet vale freely spoke his 
love. It nas  a t  the riglit time, for tlie maiclen Ivas 
ready to hear I~irn. S l ~ e11adknown him fro111 earliest 

Y 
childhood. I n  fact, they liad never been separated, 
except when he journered wit11 tlie caravan to the 
cities of tlie distant East. She knew the noble, truth- 4 
loving nature nllic11 he lind always di.-pl:~yed, nlicl 

t 

never niore c o ~ l s ~ i c u o ~ ~ s l ytllan in liis relations n i th  I 
Anial at  lier conimnnd. S l ~ ehad a l ~ ~ - a ~ - sloved 11im I 

as a brother; but lvhen slie saw tlie nlildness filtle 
i 
d 

from the eyes of Xmal site began to lore Bela \ r  i th  
more tllan a sister's affection. JY11en slie beheld tlie 
happiness of Tirznli as >lie htood triumphnut in her 
bridal robe.;, she jearncd for Beln's voice to ipe:~li 
words of love to l ier;  and as lie came in his noble, 
true, manlj- I\-ay and souglit her, slie could not say 
nay, but, rvit11 a sense of rest at lad,  gave l~eraelfto 
hini till death should separate tl~ern. 

I t  was not many weelis after the rvecldiug iu E r  
1 
"! 

Ralial~,\vhen messengers carne to the camp of Israel, 1 

inviting Xeariah and his bride to a similarfestival in '1 
tlie favorite pal111 grove of tile JIicliauites. Tlie chief3 
of Midian were all present, and Jetllro, the aged priest, 

1 
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I presided at the nuptials. Hobab, tile keen-eyed econt, 

4 
stood at Bela's riglit hand, and Hagar stood by the 

side of Keturah. 
The camp-fires beneath the palms blazed high, 

for scores of the clioicest sheep were >laughtered to 
feed tlie host of guests. JYiiat a wealth of provisions n 
there vas  ! For  the liberal Iiospitality of the hIidiauitee 

9 


i
i 

led them into extravagant di-plays of their bounty. 
lieturali ryas clotlietf in what tlie desert maicleii~ prized 
above all otliers, ridily-colored robe3 from Babylon. 
Slie wore a coronet of pearls, aucl upon her fair 
neck was a uecklace of turquoise, wliile brillinut 
emeralds glistened up011 lier shoultlers aud arms. 
Kerer had she appeared more Leautif~il tllan in lier 1 
bridal robes, and the lieart of lier husband rejoiced 
in her. 

Bela was also magnificently attired. Tile JIirliauite 
cliiefs were accustomed to clreca ric~l11y. Tliey nere 
enabled to do so becauze of tlieir caravan tr:t;le ; and 
now Bela 1 ~ 3 s  robed so liaudeomely that the singers 
of the tribes \yere inspired to sing tlieir praises in the 

most exalted language. 
Great lvas the gayety that follored. Tlie llidian- 

ites \vere as happy a people as any that dwelt on the 

4 face of the eartll, in their fedivities tlley gave 
i;: abulldant of the freedom of their .cpirit. Tllis 
i 
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bripg bitterness to mar their gladness; but, as the 
hours of tlie festal night rolled alyay, their joy steadily 
increased. Day after day the feast continued until 
the bridal week was passed, and then Bela toolr Ketu- 
rah to his tent, and the people returned to their own 
camps. 

It was not long until they were called together for 
another scene of joy, for the time had come when 
Kenlienes, wit11 all tlie ardor of liis noble nature, 
fouud that Hagar tyas esseutial to liis happiness. 
Once more tlie sanie parties assemble, atid as t l ~ e  
camp-fire is repleuislied, so as to tliorouglily illuniine 
tlie place, tlie same vows are spoken, tlie sanle glad 
smiles are seen, tlie same liopefulnes~ breaks forth 
into expressions of joy, aiid all tlie assembled multi- 
tude join in glad sympatl~y with the happy bridal 
pair. 

A s  the feast wears away they review the liistory of 
the past. The lninstrels have learned the story, and 
they sing of tlie events in the life of the devout Ken- 
lienes and the faithful Hagar, who are liom so 1i:q)py 
sitting in tlie ceutre of the group, fondly li-teniug to 
the touching aud sometimes tlirilling occurrences of 
their short but eventful life. The singers a150 tell ia 
tlicir rhythmic song the story of Tirzali and Neariah, 
-of Keturah and Bela, of Amal and Sliafre, of RIosej aud 
tlie Exodus, of Amalek and Mictinn, and then carry it 

I 



on in prophecy until the happy period when the will 
of the Lord of heaven shall be fully accomplished, and 
all his people enthroned in the glory that shall never 
know an end. 

THE EXD. 

















	0001.tif
	0002.tif
	0003.tif
	0004.tif
	0005.tif
	0006.tif
	0007.tif
	0008.tif
	0009.tif
	0010.tif
	0011.tif
	0012.tif
	0013.tif
	0014.tif
	0015.tif
	0016.tif
	0017.tif
	0018.tif
	0019.tif
	0020.tif
	0021.tif
	0022.tif
	0023.tif
	0024.tif
	0025.tif
	0026.tif
	0027.tif
	0028.tif
	0029.tif
	0030.tif
	0031.tif
	0032.tif
	0033.tif
	0034.tif
	0035.tif
	0036.tif
	0037.tif
	0038.tif
	0039.tif
	0040.tif
	0041.tif
	0042.tif
	0043.tif
	0044.tif
	0045.tif
	0046.tif
	0047.tif
	0048.tif
	0049.tif
	0050.tif
	0051.tif
	0052.tif
	0053.tif
	0054.tif
	0055.tif
	0056.tif
	0057.tif
	0058.tif
	0059.tif
	0060.tif
	0061.tif
	0062.tif
	0063.tif
	0064.tif
	0065.tif
	0066.tif
	0067.tif
	0068.tif
	0069.tif
	0070.tif
	0071.tif
	0072.tif
	0073.tif
	0074.tif
	0075.tif
	0076.tif
	0077.tif
	0078.tif
	0079.tif
	0080.tif
	0081.tif
	0082.tif
	0083.tif
	0084.tif
	0085.tif
	0086.tif
	0087.tif
	0088.tif
	0089.tif
	0090.tif
	0091.tif
	0092.tif
	0093.tif
	0094.tif
	0095.tif
	0096.tif
	0097.tif
	0098.tif
	0099.tif
	0100.tif
	0101.tif
	0102.tif
	0103.tif
	0104.tif
	0105.tif
	0106.tif
	0107.tif
	0108.tif
	0109.tif
	0110.tif
	0111.tif
	0112.tif
	0113.tif
	0114.tif
	0115.tif
	0116.tif
	0117.tif
	0118.tif
	0119.tif
	0120.tif
	0121.tif
	0122.tif
	0123.tif
	0124.tif
	0125.tif
	0126.tif
	0127.tif
	0128.tif
	0129.tif
	0130.tif
	0131.tif
	0132.tif
	0133.tif
	0134.tif
	0135.tif
	0136.tif
	0137.tif
	0138.tif
	0139.tif
	0140.tif
	0141.tif
	0142.tif
	0143.tif
	0144.tif
	0145.tif
	0146.tif
	0147.tif
	0148.tif
	0149.tif
	0150.tif
	0151.tif
	0152.tif
	0153.tif
	0154.tif
	0155.tif
	0156.tif
	0157.tif
	0158.tif
	0159.tif
	0160.tif
	0161.tif
	0162.tif
	0163.tif
	0164.tif
	0165.tif
	0166.tif
	0167.tif
	0168.tif
	0169.tif
	0170.tif
	0171.tif
	0172.tif
	0173.tif
	0174.tif
	0175.tif
	0176.tif
	0177.tif
	0178.tif
	0179.tif
	0180.tif
	0181.tif
	0182.tif
	0183.tif
	0184.tif
	0185.tif
	0186.tif
	0187.tif
	0188.tif
	0189.tif
	0190.tif
	0191.tif
	0192.tif
	0193.tif
	0194.tif
	0195.tif
	0196.tif
	0197.tif
	0198.tif
	0199.tif
	0200.tif
	0201.tif
	0202.tif
	0203.tif
	0204.tif
	0205.tif
	0206.tif
	0207.tif
	0208.tif
	0209.tif
	0210.tif
	0211.tif
	0212.tif
	0213.tif
	0214.tif
	0215.tif
	0216.tif
	0217.tif
	0218.tif
	0219.tif
	0220.tif
	0221.tif
	0222.tif
	0223.tif
	0224.tif
	0225.tif
	0226.tif
	0227.tif
	0228.tif
	0229.tif
	0230.tif
	0231.tif
	0232.tif
	0233.tif
	0234.tif
	0235.tif
	0236.tif
	0237.tif
	0238.tif
	0239.tif
	0240.tif
	0241.tif
	0242.tif
	0243.tif
	0244.tif
	0245.tif
	0246.tif
	0247.tif
	0248.tif
	0249.tif
	0250.tif
	0251.tif
	0252.tif
	0253.tif
	0254.tif
	0255.tif
	0256.tif
	0257.tif
	0258.tif
	0259.tif
	0260.tif
	0261.tif
	0262.tif
	0263.tif
	0264.tif
	0265.tif
	0266.tif
	0267.tif
	0268.tif
	0269.tif
	0270.tif
	0271.tif
	0272.tif
	0273.tif
	0274.tif
	0275.tif
	0276.tif
	0277.tif
	0278.tif
	0279.tif
	0280.tif
	0281.tif
	0282.tif
	0283.tif
	0284.tif
	0285.tif
	0286.tif
	0287.tif
	0288.tif
	0289.tif
	0290.tif
	0291.tif
	0292.tif
	0293.tif
	0294.tif
	0295.tif
	0296.tif
	0297.tif
	0298.tif
	0299.tif
	0300.tif
	0301.tif
	0302.tif
	0303.tif
	0304.tif
	0305.tif
	0306.tif
	0307.tif
	0308.tif
	0309.tif
	0310.tif
	0311.tif
	0312.tif
	0313.tif
	0314.tif
	0315.tif
	0316.tif
	0317.tif
	0318.tif
	0319.tif
	0320.tif
	0321.tif
	0322.tif
	0323.tif
	0324.tif
	0325.tif
	0326.tif
	0327.tif
	0328.tif
	0329.tif
	0330.tif
	0331.tif
	0332.tif
	0333.tif
	0334.tif
	0335.tif
	0336.tif
	0337.tif
	0338.tif
	0339.tif
	0340.tif
	0341.tif
	0342.tif

